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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  2Corinthians 8:1-5. 
 A. Remember when some people thought that if the preacher spoke on giving that everyone thought he 
  wanted a raise?  
 B. Do you still think that?  Do you have some friends that think that?  
 D. A faithful preacher of God's word will talk about giving, not because he wants a raise, but because we 
  are told to give in the Scriptures. 
 E. Giving is a practice and a privilege; let's see in the next few minutes what the Bible says about giving. 
 
I. GOD HAS ALWAYS REQUIRED A SACRIFICE. 
 A. Man gave to God through sacrifices as early as Genesis the 4th chapter. 
 B. Cain and Abel both gave to God by offering sacrifices to Him. 
 C. Noah gave to God after the flood by making an alter and offering a sacrifice (Gen. 8:20). 
 D. The first chapters of the book of Leviticus give detailed instructions on burnt-offerings, meal-offerings, 
  peace-offerings, sin-offerings, and trespass-offerings.  
 E. Israel offered many kinds of these sacrifices during their history. 
 
II. HOW MUCH SHALL WE GIVE? 
 A. First, as Christians, we must realize that we must give of ourselves (2Cor. 8:5). 
 B. This is different from what must be given under the Old Law.  For the Old Law specified a tithe, or one-
  tenth, be given to the priest (Lev. 27:30). 
 C. Today, under the NT law, we give liberally, freely, and willingly.  Tithing is not a NT practice, but an OT 
  shadow (1Cor. 16:1,2). 
 D. We give because there is a need for giving.  Because there are needs both in the body and outside 
  the body of Christ, we give (Ac. 2:45). 
 E. We are responsible to God for giving something.  Everyone must give.  
 F. We labor so that we may give: 
  1. Support of self. 
  2. To give to others (1Tim. 5:8; Ac. 20:35). 
 
III. WHEN AND HOW TO GIVE. 
 A. When:  regularly and as the occasion demands (1Cor. 16:1,2; 1Jn. 3:17). 
 B. How:  through the church and by individuals (Phil. 4:15,16; Gal. 6:10). 
 
IV. EXAMPLES OF GIVING. 
 A. The church at Jerusalem gave all (Ac. 4:32-37). 
 B. God approved of this because there was such a great need.  
 C. The churches of Macedonia gave beyond their power (2Cor. 8:3). 
 D. Since we have examples of this kind of giving, fulfilling the Bible commands to give, we must be  
  giving people. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. The Bible says that Christians must give,  
 B. We want to be faithful Christians (unto death). 
 C. Therefore, to be faithful Christians we must be giving Christians. 
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 D. We must purpose in our own heart how much we can give to God.  When we have done that we have 
  satisfied God, and our giving is not of necessity, nor under compulsion.  God loves a cheerful giver  
  (2Cor. 9:7). 
 E. Finally, remember the words of Christ when He said, "Give and it will be given to you" (Lk. 6:38). 
 F. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


