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WAS JESUS CHRIST A MEMBER OF THE CHURCH? 
 
 To understand if Jesus was a member of the church we must first discover when the church came into 
being, and then see if Jesus was still on the earth to be a member of it.  From the outset we recognize that 
Jesus is the head of the church (Eph. 1:22, Col. 1:18), the church is His body (Col. 1:18, Eph. 1:23, 1Cor. 
12:12), and He is the Savior of the body (Eph. 5:23). But the question still remains:  Was (is) Jesus a member of 
the church? 
 
 Matthew 16:18 states, "And I also say to you that you are Peter and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it" (NASV).  Here Peter is told that after his confession of Jesus as 
the Son of God, that Jesus would build the church.  From this passage we recognize that during this part of 
Christ's ministry the church was not yet in existence.  It came sometime in the future after this statement by 
Christ. 
 
 Jesus confirmed that the coming of the church (or kingdom) would be sometime in the future of his ministry 
in Mk. 9:1, "Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who shall not taste death until 
they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power" (NASV).  Here we notice that, from our viewpoint, the 
kingdom or church has already arrived.  It was to come during the lifetime of the disciples.  Jesus also told His 
followers that it would come with power. 
 
The next piece of the puzzle is found in Lk. 24:47-49 where Jesus says, "and that repentance for forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these 
things.  And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high" (NASV) . 
 
 We now understand the power that was to accompany the coming of the kingdom was to be a promise of 
God and would fall upon the apostles.  All of these promises took place on the day of Pentecost and the church  
began (see Ac. 2).  Therefore, Jesus Christ was not a member of the church because He ascended into heaven 
before Pentecost (Ac. 1:9).  I close by saying that only those who have been immersed, for the forgiveness of 
sins are members of the church as verified in Ac. 2:38-40, 47. 
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