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CHRIST’S VICTORY IS OUR VICTORY OVER SUFFERING 
 
I. INTRODUCTION. 

 A. Scripture text:  1Peter 3:18-21. 
  For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, having 

  been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; [19] in which also He went and made proclamation 

  to the spirits now in prison, [20] who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the  

  days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely  

  through the water. [21] And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the 

  flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

 B. Submission and suffering are still the key words in chapters two and three.  We have been called to 
  submit and to suffer. 
 C. Tonight, we talk about one of the most interesting of all passages of Scripture!  I will talk about three 
  possible interpretations of the text, and then discuss a fourth that is in keeping with the overall context. 
 D. My (remaining) schedule: 
  6. Aug. 30 The Victory Over Suffering (1Pet. 4:1-19). 
  7. Sept. 06 The Victory Over Satan (1Pet. 5). 
  8. Sept. 13 The True Knowledge of Life (2Pet. 1:1-15). 
  9. Sept. 20 True Knowledge Revealed (2Pet. 1:16-2:22). 
  10. Sept. 27 The Safeguards of True Knowledge (2Pet. 3:1-18). 
 
II. CHRIST PREACHED TO THE ANTI-DILUVIANS IN HADES. 

 A. The theory: 
  Christ, in the spirit, between His death and resurrection, went to Hades and made offer of  
  salvation to the anti-diluvians. 
  1. Jesus, during the time His body lay in the tomb went to Hades (Ac. 2:31). 
   he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO 

   HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. 

  2. Jesus spoke to the spirits in prison.  Part of the Hadean world is Tartarus (Lk. 16:23). 
   “And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw^ Abraham far away, and Lazarus in his 

   bosom. 

  3. The spirits in prison are those who lived right before the flood (1Pet. 3:20a). 
   who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the  

   construction of the ark,…. 

 B. The rebuttal: 
  1. If this be true it is a contradiction of the fact that judgment is based on works on while on the  
   earth (2Cor. 5:10; Heb. 9:27; Rev. 20:12,13; see Mt. 25:31-46). 
   (2Cor 5:10)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be   

   recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

   (Heb 9:27)  And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, 

   (Rev 20:12,13)  And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were 

   opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the  

   things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. [13] And the sea gave up the dead  

   which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every 

   one of them according to their deeds. 

  2. Why would X choose to speak to only the anti-diluvians?  To speak only to this group would be 
   showing favoritism. 

  3. The preaching took place while the people were still alive.  Notice the verb tenses; “made  
   proclamation” (past tense) to the “spirits now in prison” (present tense). 
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III. CHRIST PREACHED TO THE FALLEN ANGELS IN HADES. 
 A. The theory: 

  Christ went in the spirit, between His death and resurrection and made a proclamation to the 
  disobedient spirits (angels) in Hades. 

  1. Jesus, during the time His body lay in the tomb went to Hades (Ac. 2:31). 
   he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO 

   HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. 

  2. Peter speaks of a spiritual place of darkness and chains (2Pet. 2:4). 
   For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of 

   darkness, reserved for judgment; 

  3. Disobedient angels await judgment (Jude 6; Rev. 20:7 ; see 2Pet. 2:4). 
   (Jude 1:6)  And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has 

   kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day. 

   (Rev 20:7)  And when the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 

 B. The rebuttal: 
  1. Angels have no plan of salvation, Christ did not die for them (Heb. 2:16,17). 
   For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. [17]  

   Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful 

   high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 

  2. Why would Jesus only speak to the angels that were disobedient during the days of Noah? 
 
IV. CHRIST PREACHED THROUGH NOAH TO THE ANTEDILUVIANS. 

 A. The theory: 
  Christ’s spirit preached through Noah in the days prior to the flood. 

  1. God’s spirit was to be with the antediluvians during the building of the ark (Gen. 6:3). 
   Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless 

   his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 

  2. Noah was a preacher of righteousness (2Pet. 2:5). 
   and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, 

   when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 

  3. The preaching took place while the people were still alive.  Notice the verb tenses: 
   a. “Made proclamation” (past tense) to the “spirits now in prison” (present tense). 
   b. The same argument is made in 1Pet. 4:6.  The verb tenses confirm that the gospel was  
    preached (past tense) to those who are dead (present tense). 
    For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they are 

    judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God. 

 B. The rebuttal: 
  1. The theory is very probable. 
  2. What does this have to do with the suffering saints of Peter’s day in the first century? 
  3. Why would the first century Xians care if Jesus preached through Noah to that generation? 
 
III. AN INTERPRETATION GIVEN THE CONTEXT OF 1PETER 3. 

 A. Now let’s view the text in the context of the last two chapters.  Remember the key themes are suffering 
  and being submissive to authority. 
 B. This theory does not answer all the questions about the text, but is in keeping with the context. 
 C. Under the heading of suffering notice what the text says about Jesus and His suffering: 

  1. The character of His suffering (1Pet. 3:18): 
   For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, 

   having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 

   a. Christ died once. 
   b. Christ died for sins. 
   c. Christ died a vicarious death (He suffered unjustly). 
   d. Christ died to bring us to God. 



 3 

  2. The consequence of His suffering (1Pet. 3:18b-21a): 
   …having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; [19] in which also He went and made 

   proclamation to the spirits now in prison, [20] who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept 

   waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons,  

   were brought safely through the water. [21] And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- 

   a. He died and His spirit went to Hades (Ac. 2:31). 
    he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER    

    ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. 

   b. All in the Hadean world knew (by proclamation) that Jesus suffered and died (1Pet. 3:19). 
    in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 

   c. So, just as Noah and his family were saved through suffering, so can Xians. 
  3. The culmination of His suffering (1Pet. 3:21b-22): 

   And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal 

   to God for a good conscience-- through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, [22] who is at the right hand of 

   God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him. 

   a. X overcame His suffering and death by being resurrected (see 1Pet. 3:21). 
   b. X overcame all things to be enthroned above all authorities and powers (see 1Pet. 3:22). 
   c. When we are baptized we share in the triumph of sufferings and are saved by X’s   
    resurrection (see 1Pet. 3:21). 
 D. This interpretation, although not perfect, is in keeping with the context of chapters 2 and 3.  We have a 
  great hope in X to overcome our suffering, even if it means our death! 
 
IV. CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 

 A. What do we learn from all of this? 
  1. There is no second chance to obey X, after one’s death. 
  2. The disobedient angels will suffer for their sins. 
  3. As Noah and his family were saved through the suffering of the flood, we can be saved in spite of 
   our suffering. 

  4. Christ gives us hope in our suffering because He was resurrected from the dead and enthroned 
   in heaven. 
  5. Baptism now saves us, giving us hope in our suffering, hope in death, and a hope of a   
   resurrection to life eternal. 

 B. “Baptism now saves you” is Peter’s statement.  When a person has faith, repents of sins, and   
  confesses Christ as Lord, the act of being baptized puts them in a saved relationship with God. 
 C. Who needs to become a Xian and have this glorious hope of forgiveness and strength in suffering? 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 


