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I. INTRODUCTION. 

 A. Scripture text:  1Peter 1:1-4. 
  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,   

  Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen [2] according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 

  sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and 

  peace be yours in fullest measure. [3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 

  to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

  the dead, [4] to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in 

  heaven for you, 

 B. Over the months of June, July, and August it is my goal to do a series of lessons, primarily on Sunday 
  nights, on the epistles of Peter. 
 C. My schedule: 
  1. Jun. 7 Introduction to 1&2 Peter (1Pet. 1:1,2). 
  2. Jun. 28 The Glory of Our Salvation (1Pet. 1:3-25). 
  3. Jul. 5 Spiritual Progress, Privileges, and Contrasts (1Pet. 2:1-10). 
  4. Jul. 12 Submission to Authorities and Masters (1Pet. 2:11-25). 
  5. Jul. 19 Submission in the Home and Church (1Pet. 3:1-17). 
  6. Aug. 2 The Victory Over Suffering (1Pet. 3:18-4:19). 
  7. Aug.9 The Victory Over Satan (1Pet. 5). 
  8. Aug. 16 The True Knowledge of Life (2Pet. 1:1-15). 
  9. Aug. 23 True Knowledge Revealed (2Pet. 1:16-2:22). 
  10. Aug. 30 The Safeguards of True Knowledge (2Pet. 3:1-18). 
 D. Tonight, I want to present some introductory material about 1Peter. 
 
II. THE WRITER. 

 A. The testimony of the letter itself shows that Peter wrote it (see 1Pet. 1:1). 
 B. Internally, some scholars believe that the influence of the events of the Lord’s public ministry could not 
  have been obtained any other way, therefore strongly suggesting Peter to be the author. 
 
III. THE RECIPIENTS OF THE LETTERS. 

 A. Text:  1Pet. 1:1. 
  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,   

  Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen 

 B. Where did these congregations come from? 
  1. They could have been a direct result of the Jews from every nation in Jerusalem on the day of 
   Pentecost. 
  2. They could have been a result of the dispersion of Jews (some of which were Xians) in Ac. 18:2. 
  3. They might have been the result of the ministry of the apostles we know little about. 
 B. While the term ‘dispersed’ usually refers to the Jews, many scholars believe that the letter of 1Peter is 
  addressed to both Jewish and Gentile converts, hence, all Xians. 
 C. The concept of being an alien, or sojourner applies to the church in the world. 
 D. Note the following scriptures that would suggest the majority of the members of these congregations 
  are Gentiles (1Pet. 1:14; 2:9,10; 4:3-5). 
  (1Pet 1:14)  As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your   

  ignorance, 

  (1Pet 2:9-10)  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR 

  God’s OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of  

  darkness into His marvelous light; [10] for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE 

  OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 
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  (1Pet 4:3-5)  For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles,  

  having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable   

  idolatries. [4] And in all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excess of   

  dissipation, and they malign you; [5] but they shall give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and 

  the dead. 

 
IV. WHERE IT WAS WRITTEN. 

 A. Text:  1Pet. 5:13a. 
  She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark. 

 B. There are three possibilities: 
  1. There was a fortress in Egypt called Babylon. 
  2. It could be used metaphorically for Rome. 
  3. It could be the Babylon of Mesopotamia that is on the Euphrates River. 
 C. I personally favor the idea of Babylon being used metaphorically, meaning the origin of the letter was 
  from the city of Rome. 
 
V. DATE OF THE WRITING. 

 A. It is generally believed that the date of the letter is somewhere between 62-65AD. 
 B. The book itself shows the Xians were enduring trials which would indicate that Nero (54-68AD) was in 
  power. 
 C. Notice the following verses that show the suffering (1Pet. 1:6,7; 3:14; 4:12,13). 
  (1Pet 1:6-7)  In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been  

  distressed by various trials, [7] that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, 

  even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus  

  Christ; 

  (1Pet 3:14)  But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND DO NOT  

  FEAR THEIR INTIMIDATION, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED, 

  (1Pet 4:12-13)  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your 

  testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; [13] but to the degree that you share the  

  sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with  

  exultation. 

 D. And that more than likely their problems were going to grow worse (1Pet. 4:17-19). 
  For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the 

  outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? [18] AND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE 

  RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE GODLESS MAN AND THE SINNER? [19] 

  Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in  

  doing what is right. 

 
VI. THE PURPOSE AND THEME OF THE LETTER. 

 A. The design or purpose of the letter is 3-fold: 
  1. To exhort. 
  2. To testify with reference to the true grace of God. 
  3. To encourage the saints to greater steadfastness. 
 B. The theme of 1Peter is:  Hope in the midst of suffering in a hostile world. 
 
VII. INTRODUCTION TO THE LETTER (1Pet. 1:1,2). 

 A. Text:  1Pet. 1:1,2. 
  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,   

  Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen [2] according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the 

  sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and 

  peace be yours in fullest measure. 

 B. Simon Peter the apostle. 
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 B. Simon Peter the apostle. 
  Peter calls himself an apostle, which he is, but uses only his nickname, which strongly suggests that 
  he desires no special honor, other than he wants them to know he has been sent by X.  Sometimes, 
  when people use their full and legal name they want recognition. 
 C. Aliens and sojourners. 
  Xians are people who are away from their native land (heaven) and will be living in a foreign land  
  (earth) for a short period of time (1Pet. 1:17). 
  And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man’s work, conduct   

  yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth; 

 D. Chosen (the elect).   
  Peter says that these brethren are the chosen (the elect).  What does it mean to be chosen? 
  1. An OT reference that says to be chosen means to be selected (by God), (Duet. 14:2). 
   “For you are a holy people to the LORD your God; and the LORD has chosen you to be a people for His 

   own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 

  2. Peter discusses how being called and chosen work together in 2Pet. 1:10,11. 
   Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as 

   long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; [11] for in this way the entrance into the eternal 

   kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

   a. To make your calling sure, you must do thing things of 2Pet. 1:5-7. 
   b. Peter talks about being called in 1Pet. 1:15,22. 
    (1Pet 1:15)  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 

    (1Pet 1:22)  Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the 

    brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 

   c. We are called by the gospel (2Th. 2:13,14). 
    But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has 

    chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the  

    truth. [14] And it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our 

    Lord Jesus Christ. 

   d. The order is called then chosen, not, chosen then called (Eph. 1:13,14). 
    In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also 

    believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, [14] who is given as a pledge of 

    our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

  3. Those who obey (see 1Pet. 1:2) automatically become the chosen of God. 
  4. How are Xians chosen (or become the elect of God): 
   a. According to the foreknowledge of God (Eph. 1:3-6). 
    Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual  

    blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, [4] just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 

    world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. In love [5] He predestined us to adoption 

    as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, [6] to the praise 

    of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

   b. By the sanctifying work of the Spirit (Jn. 17:17; Eph. 6:17b). 
    (Jn 17:17)  “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth. 

    (Eph 6:17b)  …and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

   c. Obedience to Jesus Christ (Rom. 6:17). 
    But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that 

    form of teaching to which you were committed, 

   d. Sprinkled (cleansed by His blood), (Ac. 22:16; Rev. 7:14). 
    (Ac 22:16)  ‘And now why do you delay? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling 

    on His name.’ 

    (Rev 7:14)  And I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones who 

    come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the  

    blood of the Lamb. 

 
VIII. CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
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VIII. CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. As we study 1Peter we will see a people under persecution who need strength to keep going. 

 B. Peter reminds them that it does not matter so much as to what happens here, it is the hereafter that is 
  important. 
 C. Peter begins his epistle by discussing the great salvation and inheritance of the saints.  Xians today 
  have the same thing!  Do you? 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 
 
 


