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I. INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  John 21:15-17. 
  So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more 

  than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My lambs.”  

  [16] He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” He said^ to Him, “Yes,  

  Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” [17] He said^ to him the third time, 

  “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love 

  Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Tend 

  My sheep. 

 B. This is the second lesson of a two-part sermon.  The first part was given this morning. 
 C. A brief recap of the seven things that lead to Peter’s fall: 
  1. Doubts.       5. Follows afar off. 
  2. Boasts.       6. Sits with the ungodly. 
  3. Sleeps.       7. Denies the Lord. 
  4. Smites. 
 D. Tonight we show the successful conclusion to Peter’s life, as revealed in the Scriptures.  The seven 
  steps taken to given him restoration back to God and in service to Jesus. 
 
II. SEVEN STEPS IN PETER’S RESTORATION. 

 A. First, the Lord’s prayer and look (Lk. 22:32,61). 
  but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen 

  your brothers.”… [61]  And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, 

  how He had told him, “Before a cock crows today, you will deny Me three times.” 

  Peter’s fall had been prophesied by X.  But, also was Peter’s return predicted.  Jesus knew of Peter’s 
  frailties, and still had faith in him to do the right thing. 
  1. We are to be faithful, not perfect (Rev. 2:10). 
   ‘Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that 

   you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the 

   crown of life. 

  2. We are to mature in our faith (2Pet. 1:10,11). 
   Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as 

   long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; [11] for in this way the entrance into the eternal 

   kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

  3. The Xian life is one of growth (2Pet. 3:18). 
   but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now 

   and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

 B. Second, Peter’s conviction, tears, and repentance (Lk. 22:61,62). 
  And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told him, 

  “Before a cock crows today, you will deny Me three times.” [62] And he went out and wept bitterly. 

  Peter realized his grave mistakes.  He wept bitterly because of what he had done. 
  1. True repentance leads to salvation (2Cor. 7:10). 
   For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to  

   salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death. 

  2. Bear fruit worthy of repentance (Mt. 3:8). 
   “Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance; 

  3. Repentance causes heavenly joy (Lk. 15:7). 
   “I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, than over 

   ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 C. Third, Peter hastens to the Sepulcher (Jn. 20:1-4). 
  Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came^ early to the tomb, while it was^ still dark, and saw^ 

  the stone already taken away from the tomb. [2] And so she ran^ and came^ to Simon Peter, and to the other 
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  disciple whom Jesus loved, and said^ to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 

  know where they have laid Him.” [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and they were going to 

  the tomb. [4] And the two were running together; and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter, and came 

  to the tomb first; 

  Peter is downcast, but when he hears the news of an empty tomb he runs to check it out.  We should 
  never let our problems keep us from serving God. 
  1. Forget what lies behind (Phil. 3:13,14). 
   Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies  

   behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, [14] I press on toward the goal for the prize of the  

   upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

  2. Faith without works is dead (Jas. 2:17). 
   Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

  3. Always abounding in God’s work (1Cor. 15:58). 
   Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,  

   knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 

 D. Fourth, he received a message from the Lord (Mk. 16:5-7). 
  And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe; and they were amazed. 

  [6] And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been crucified. 

  He has risen; He is not here; behold, here is the place where they laid Him. [7] “But go, tell His disciples and 

  Peter, ‘He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He said to you.’” 

  The angel specifically directs a message to Peter.  “Go and find Jesus!”  We have a special letter from 
  God called the NT. 
  1. The prophetic word made more sure (2Pet. 1:19-21). 
   And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp 

   shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. [20] But know this 

   first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, [21] for no prophecy  

   was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

  2. All is given by inspiration of God (2Tim. 3:16,17). 
   All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in  

   righteousness; [17] that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 

  3. Spiritual words and thoughts (1Cor. 2:12,13). 
   Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know 

   the things freely given to us by God, [13] which things we also speak, not in words taught by human  

   wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 

 E. Fifth, a private meeting with Jesus (Lk. 24:34). 
  saying, “The Lord has really risen, and has appeared to Simon.” 

  The two men on the road to Emmaus reported a risen Lord who had appeared to Jesus. 
  1. The throne room includes Jesus (Heb. 4:14-16). 
   Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 

   hold fast our confession. [15] For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our   

   weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. [16] Let us therefore 

   draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help 

   in time of need. 

  2. Where 2 or 3 are, He is there (Mt. 18:20). 
   “For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst.” 

  3. His promise is to be with us (Mt. 28:20). 
   teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

   age.” 

 F. Sixth, a public restoration to service (see Jn. 21:15-17). 
  Peter had a personal encounter with Jesus.  And for Peter it wasn’t easy.  Jesus pressed him to be 
  sure that Peter understood what it meant to love Him. 
  1. A disciple denies self (Lk. 9:23). 
   And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 

   cross daily, and follow Me. 
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  2. Love not the world (1Jn. 2:15,16). 
   Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 

   in him. [16] For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride 

   of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 

  3. Must be transformed (Rom. 12:1,2). 
   I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 

   acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. [2] And do not be conformed to this world, 

   but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 

   is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 G. Seventh, he boldly testified for Christ (Ac. 3:14). 
  “But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 

  Peter calls X the “Holy and Righteous One.”  He goes on to boldly preach and teach all people that  
  Jesus is the Christ and that salvation is found only in Him. 
  1. Only name given to be saved (Ac. 4:12). 
   “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among 

   men, by which we must be saved.” 

  2. This Jesus is Lord and X (Ac. 2:36). 
   “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ-- this 

   Jesus whom you crucified.” 

  3. Must obey God rather than men (Ac. 5:29-32). 
   But Peter and the apostles answered and said, “We must obey God rather than men. [30] “The God of our 

   fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross. [31] “He is the one whom 

   God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of 

   sins. [32] “And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those 

   who obey Him.” 

 
IV. CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 

 A. What of these things do you need to do, to be right with God?  Is it: 
  1. The Lord’s prayer and look. 
  2. Peter’s conviction, tears, and repentance. 
  3. Peter hastens to the Sepulcher. 
  4. He received a message from the Lord. 
  5. A private meeting with Jesus. 
  6. A public restoration to service. 
  7. He then boldly testifies for Christ. 

 B. The road back wasn’t always easy for Peter, but the results were great! 
 C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 
 
 


