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I. INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Exodus 3:11-14. 
  But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of 

  Egypt?” [12] And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is I who have 

  sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.” [13] Then 

  Moses said to God, “Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I shall say to them, ‘The God of your fathers 

  has sent me to you.’ Now they may say to me, ‘What is His name?’ What shall I say to them?” [14] And God 

  said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me 

  to you.’” 

 B. Some of us are more emotional than others are.  When we go to the movies or watch TV there are  
  shows that “play with our emotions.” 
 C. Some shows can thrill us so that we get “cold chills down our back.” 
 D. Other programs bring out our sentimental nature and we get “tears in our eyes.” 
 E. This morning, I want to share some great true stories from history that when viewed properly should 
  cause us to get a little emotional.  And then let us remember that there are some stories like that in the 
  Bible too. 
 
II. STORIES FROM SPORTS AND POLITICAL HISTORY. 
 A. How many of these stories have you either witnessed, read about, or seen on the silver screen? 
 B. Some great stories, full of emotion: 
  1. Patrick Henry. 
   In 1775, in Virginia, he was told to arm the militia against the British.  And he said, “Is life so dear 
   and peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?  Forbid it almighty 
   God!  I know not what course others may take, but as for me give me liberty or give me death.”  
   I get cold chills down my back… 
  2. Nathan Hale. 
   At age 21, this Ivy League graduate, was asked to go behind enemy lines.  He said, “I regret that 
   I have but one life to give for my country.” 
   I get cold chills down my back…. 
  3. Sir Isaac Newton. 
   Unlike Archimedes, Galileo, and others he was honored and knighted by the king.  He said at that 
   gathering, “If I have seen further than others, it was because I stood on the shoulders of giants.”  
   I get cold chills down my back…. 
  4. Lou Gehrig. 
   He held the record for consecutive games played and was called “The Iron Man. “  Along with  
   Babe Ruth, he led the Yankees to many world championships.  This shy and quiet man went  
   about his business with little fan fare.  But he contracted a disease so different and so strange the 
   doctors could only call it “Lou Gehrig’s Disease.”  Today it is knows as ALS.  On “Lou Gehrig’s 
   Day” before 70,000 fans, he said, “Today, I consider myself to be the luckiest man on earth.”  
   I get cold chills down my back and tears in my eyes.  
  5. Gale Sayers. 
   He was one of the great running backs for the Chicago Bears football team.  He had received the 
   MVP award in the NFL.  But he dedicated it to his friend, and fellow teammate, Brian Piccolo.   
   Brian Piccolo was dying of cancer.  Gale Sayers is black, Brian Piccolo was white.  And during a 
   time in our country when race relations was very strained, Sayers said, ‘‘I love Brian Piccolo.”  
   I get cold chills down my back and tears in my eyes.  
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III. BIBLE STORIES WE SHOULD REVISIT WITH SOME EMOTION. 
 A. The things you are the most familiar with are the very things you will take for granted. 
 B. The Bible has many great stories of faith, obedience, and sacrifice.  We have read them so many  
  times, they have probably lost their emotional punch. 
 C. Don’t let this happen!  Think of the power in the stories when you properly mix the fact with the  
  emotions of the moment. 
 D. Some Bible stories:  
  1. God and Moses.  
   Moses was being instructed by God to go to Pharaoh and demand the release of the Israelites 
   from Egypt.  It was a large assignment and Moses was making excuses.  Not thinking as to  
   whom Moses was dealing with he asked Jehovah, “Who shall I say sent me?”  God replied  
   (Ex. 3:14): “I am who I am.”  (“You call me god, because I am God!”)  I believe that reply must  
   have thundered in Moses’ ears for rest of his life. 
   I get cold chills down my back and tears in my eyes.  
  2. Joshua. 
   He had been the optimist when the 12 spies were sent into the promised land.  He was the one 
   who in three great conquests rooted out the Gentiles and took possession of what was to become 
   Israel.  Joshua was the leader when they marched around Jericho for seven days and with a  
   great shout saw God bring the walls down.  Now at the end of his life he warns the people about 
   going back to idol worship.  He said (Jo. 24:15): 
   “And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will 

   serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the  

   Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

   I get cold chills down my back tears in my eyes.  
  3. Ruth. 
   A famine brought Naomi and her family to Moab.  Her husband and two sons die leaving three 
   widows.  Naomi decides to return to Israel when she hears that the famine is over but   
   recommends that her daughters-in-law stay in their native land and look for husbands.  Ruth  
   decides to go with Naomi and says (Ruth 1:16): 
   But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or turn back from following you; for where you go, I will 

   go, and where you lodge, I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God. 

   She gave up her culture, her people, and her language because of her love. 
   I get cold chills down my back and tears in my eyes. 
  4. Nathan and David. 
   David had sent Uriah, husband of Bathsheba, into battle where he would surely die.  David then 
   married Bathsheba, a widow by David’s own plan.  The Lord sent His prophet Nathan to David 
   and he told the king a parable.  After hearing the story David was enraged and said    
   (2Sam. 12:5-7): 
   Then David’s anger burned greatly against the man, and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, surely 

   the man who has done this deserves to die. [6] “And he must make restitution for the lamb fourfold,  

   because he did this thing and had no compassion.” [7] Nathan then said to David, “You are the man! 

   I get cold chills down my back….  
  5.  Peter at Pentecost. 
   Devout men from every nation had gathered for this special Jewish feast.  Peter got up and  
   addressed the crowd and began quoting from the prophet Joel.  He further went on to tell them 
   that because of their sin and rejection of Jesus as the Messiah they were guilty of killing the  
   Author of Life.  And Peter’s message sank deep into the heart (Ac. 2:37).  Now listen to the  
   emotional plea, “Brethren, what shall we do?”  Peter’s reply is recorded in Ac. 2:38, “Repent 
   and  let each one of you. be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

   sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
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   THE ANSWER!!  And the religious world today rejects the essentiality of baptism!  Unbelievable!  
   The answer for every sin ever committed!!  
   I get cold chills down my back…. 
  6. Peter and John. 
   These two apostles had healed a man at the gate called Beautiful.  They have now been called 
   before the Sanhedrin and told not to preach anymore in the name of Jesus.  Their reply   
   (Ac. 4:19,20); “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to 
   God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard.” 
   I get cold chills down my back…. 
  7. Paul on Mars Hill. 
   The apostle to the Gentiles had travelled to Athens to meet with the great Stoic and Epicurean 
   philosophers.  While being greatly angered on the inside due to all of the idols and idol worship in 
   Athens, Paul tactfully began to tell these learned men about Jesus.  He said (Ac. 17:23); “For 
   while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an 

   altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’  What you therefore worship in 

   ignorance, I proclaim to you.” 
   I get cold chills down my back….  
 
IV. THE POINT OF THIS SERMON. 
 A. Of all the stories I have told, secular and religious, there is still one story that is filled with emotion that 
  should bring cold chills down our backs and tears in our eyes.  Yet, this story, anymore probably does 
  none of that.  We have heard it so many times, that it hits us and has no or very little effect. 
 B. That this is great tragedy of the heart, because if there is any cause of chills and tears; the story of the 
  crucified Savior should the one. 
 C. I believe should get cold chills down our back and tears in our eyes when we hear: 
  1. That Jesus was beaten 39 times with a whip. 
  2. That Jesus was spit upon and mocked by those who should be bowing to Him. 
  3. That Jesus was nailed in His hands and feet to the cross. 
  4. That Jesus suffered physical pain and agony because He said, ‘‘I thirst.” 
  5. That Jesus had to endure insults and verbal torture from His enemies. 
 D. It is time to get emotional about Jesus, who: 
  1. While dying told John, “Behold, thy mother.” 
  2. While dying asked God to “Forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
  3. While dying the perfect death said, “It is finished!” 
 E. God didn’t send Jesus to save us by another law or set of doctrines; He sent Jesus to break our heart.  
  The story of the cross is designed to do just that. 
  If the cross hasn’t broken your heart, you don’t fully know the Jesus that died there.  
 
V. CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. It is time to get cold chills down your back and tears in your eyes. 
 B. We do it with Lou Gehrig, Gale Sayers, and movie stars.  Why don’t we do it with Jesus? 
 C. I close with this emotional statement from Jesus concerning those who would not come to Him  
  (Mt. 23:37). 
  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to 

  gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. 

 D. Jesus came and died to save you.  He came to break your heart. 
 E. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 


