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I. INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Hebrews 8:1-7. 
 B. Why is it that we live under a better covenant than the Law of Moses?  Why was there a need for  
  another dispensation?  Why is grace better than Law?  Why is Jesus a better high priest than those of 
  Levi? 
 C. Heb., chapter 8 answers these questions.  The new covenant is better because it is:  
  1. Ministered by a Superior High Priest. 
  2. Ministered in a Better Place. 
  3. Founded on Better Promises. 
 
II. IT IS MINISTERED BY A SUPERIOR HIGH PRIEST (Heb. 8:1,2). 
 A. Four reasons; Jesus is superior in:  
  1.  His moral adequacy (8:1). 
   Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at 

   the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 

   The phrase “...such a high priest” refers back to 7:26,28 and is speaking of the moral character of 
   Jesus as compared to those in the Levitical system. 
  2.  His finished work (8:1). 
   Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at 

   the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 

   There were no chairs in the tabernacle because the work of the priests making sacrifice was  
   never completed.  Jesus is seated because His work is done (Heb. 10:11,12). 
  3.  His enthronement (8:1). 
   Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at 

   the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 

   No OT priest ever sat down, and never sat down on a throne!  Jesus is at the place of highest  
   approval, God’s right hand.  Seated there He is both king and priest after the order of   
   Melchizedek (1:3; 7:1). 
  4.  His supreme exaltation (8:1,2). 
   Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at 

   the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, [2] a minister in the sanctuary, and in the true 

   tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man. 

   Jesus as ascended into the heavens and is exalted as high as anyone can be.  He now ministers 
   in a heavenly sanctuary (Phil. 2:9-11). 
   Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, [10] 

   that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and 

   under the earth, [11] and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

   the Father. 

 B. Jesus is superior in all of these ways.  He is the mediator of a better covenant.  None of the Levitical 
  priests could come close to any of these things.  
 
III. IT IS MINISTERED IN A BETTER PLACE (Heb. 8:3-5). 
 A. How easy it would be to go back and offer sacrifices at the temple in Jerusalem. 
 B. No one has ever seen Jesus offer sacrifice in heaven!  How do we know that Jesus is ministering in a 
  sanctuary?  Has anyone ever seen Him at work?  The answers are:  
  1.  The logical answer (8:3). 
   For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary that this high  

   priest also have something to offer. 

   Jesus has offered Himself once and for all.  In this way He serves as high priest (9:24-26). 
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  2.  The genealogical answer (8:4). 
   Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those who offer the gifts  

   according to the Law; 

   Jesus must be serving in heaven because He could not serve as high priest on the earth.  Only 
   those from the tribe of Levi could serve on earth and Jesus came from Judah. 
  3.  The typological answer (8:5). 
   who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, just as Moses was warned by God when he was  

   about to erect the tabernacle; for, “SEE,” He says, “THAT YOU MAKE all things ACCORDING TO  

   THE PATTERN WHICH WAS SHOWN YOU ON THE MOUNTAIN.” 

   Jesus serves in the true tabernacle.  Moses’ pattern came from heaven making the earthly  
   sanctuaries only copies of the real one. 
 C. Jesus ministers in a better place than any earthly, Levitical priest ever could.  This makes the new  
  covenant better than the old one. 
 
IV. IT IS FOUNDED ON BETTER PROMISES (Heb. 8:6-13). 
 The rest of Heb. 8 is a quotation from Jer. 31:31-34.  There are four major promises are found in the text:  
 A. The promise of God’s grace (8:7-9). 
  For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second. [8] For 

  finding fault with them, He says, “BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN I WILL  

  EFFECT A NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF JUDAH; 

  [9] NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH I MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS ON THE DAY WHEN I  

  TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY DID NOT 

  CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT, AND I DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE LORD. 

  The new covenant is not like the old (Jn. 1:17). 
  For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 

 B. The promise of eternal change (8:10). 
  “FOR THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER  THOSE 

  DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS, AND I WILL WRITE THEM 

  UPON THEIR HEARTS. AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 

  God will now put the power to keep the new covenant within His people.  The Law was on tablets of 
  stone, the gospel is written on the heart. 
 C. The promise of forgiveness for all (8:11,12). 
  “AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH EVERYONE HIS FELLOW CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE HIS  

  BROTHER, SAYING, ‘KNOW THE LORD,’ FOR ALL SHALL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST TO THE 

  GREATEST OF THEM. [12] “FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL  

  REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE.” 

  The Law only gives a remembrance of sins, the gospel gives remission of sins (Rom. 3:20). 
  because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the   

  knowledge of sin. 

 D.  The promise of an eternal blessing (8:13). 
  When He said, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and  

  growing old is ready to disappear. 

  The old covenant was growing old and ready to disappear (by its fulfillment in the new covenant).  But 
  the new covenant is everlasting (9:12). 
  and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for 

  all, having obtained eternal redemption. 

 
V. CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. The new covenant is better for so many reasons: 
  1. A new, superior high priest in JC. 
  2. A new, superior sanctuary in which X ministers for us. 
  3. A new, superior covenant based on better, eternal promises. 
 B. Obeying JC as Lord and Savior brings one into the grace of God. 
 C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 


