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I. INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  1John 1:5-10. 
  And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no 

  darkness at all. [6] If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 

  practice the truth; [7] but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one  

  another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. [8] If we say that we have no sin, we are  

  deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. [9] If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive 

  us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [10] If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a 

  liar, and His word is not in us. 

 B. This is the third is a series of lessons covering the books of 1,2,3John.  Tonight: 
  1. The moral nature of God. 
  2. The basis of our fellowship with God. 
  3. The consciousness of sin. 
 
II. THE MORAL NATURE OF GOD. 

 A. The text: 1Jn. 1:5,6. 
  And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no 

  darkness at all. [6] If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 

  practice the truth; 

 B. The individual who has an unscriptural attitude concerning sin, also has an unscriptural attitude  
  concerning God. 
 C. God is Light and there in Him is no darkness at all.  The only way to have fellowship with Him is to be 
  in the light as He is the Light. 
 D. How can people walk in darkness and claim to have fellowship with the One in whom there is no  
  darkness at all?  Those who believe they can be right with God and yet sin, walk in the darkness.  God 
  does not fellowship darkness! 
 E. People must realize that God is a moral god, and it does make a difference as to how one lives, if they 
  desire to have fellowship with Him. 
 
III. THE BASIS OF OUR FELLOWSHIP. 

 A. The text: 1Jn. 1:7. 
  but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 

  Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 B. What is John saying about fellowship? 
  1. The basis of our fellowship (with God) is the blood of Jesus Christ. 
  2. The condition of our fellowship is walking in the light. 
  3. The state of our fellowship is righteousness. 

 C. So, what does it mean to walk in the light?  Walking means: 
  1. Movement…   going toward God. 
  2. Direction…   staying in the light. 
  3. Continuity…   steadfastness. 
  4. Separation…   not going the way of darkness. 
  5. Destiny…    striving for the goal. 

 D. So, what doesn’t it mean to walk in the light?  It doesn’t mean: 
  1. Willful sin…   doing something on purpose--because you mean to. 
  2. Turning away…  to stop walking in the moral path of God. 
  3. Licentiousness…  to turn the grace of God into sinful ways. 
  4. Legalism…   (self-righteous walk) one can never be saved by law-keeping. 
  5. Sinless perfection… if so, 1Jn. 1:7 is meaningless (there would be no sins to forgive). 
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 E. To walk in the light, one: 
  1. Moves in the direction of God, but may not do so perfectly. 
  2. Stays as close to the proper lifestyle as possible, but not perfectly. 
  3. Steadfastly keeps trying no matter how may times they fail. 
  4. Separates themselves (not get close to) the things that would tempt them to do wrong. 
  5. Strives for the goal of going to heaven even though they cannot merit (earn) it. 
 F. When a person understands the moral and spiritual essence of God as Light, and they strive to walk in 
  that light, they are righteous before God because the blood of Jesus cleanses them from all sin. 
 
IV. THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF SIN. 

 A. The text:  1Jn. 1:8-10. 
  If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. [9] If we confess our sins, 

  He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. [10] If we say 

  that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

 B. What does it mean to confess our sins? 
  1. To ignore our sin?  No, if we did that we would not be consciously trying to walk in the light. 
  2. An enumeration?  Not really, we can never know how much or how often we sin daily. 
  3. To admit that we are not perfect and are dependent on the grace and forgiveness of God. 
 C. But do we really believe in 1Jn. 2:9c; “to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”? 
  1. Do we feel as good about our salvation as we did when we came out of the baptistery? 
   Probably not.  Why? 
  2. Let me suggest that we are still trusting in what we have done (being baptized) more than in God 
   is doing. 
  3. The verse says God is “faithful and righteous” and will forgive our sins! 
  4. If we truly believed in this verse we can feel as good now as we did when we were baptized. 
 
V. CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 

 A. Our fellowship with God is continuous. 
 B. Our forgiveness of sin is continuous. 
 C. Therefore confess your sins, repent of them, and walk in the light. 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 
 
 


