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I. INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  James 2:1-7. 
  My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 

  [2] For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in 

  a poor man in dirty clothes, [3] and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and 

  say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my  

  footstool,” [4] have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? [5] 

  Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the  

  kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? [6] But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the 

  rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court? [7] Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which 

  you have been called? 

 B. James has just given the brethren some strong medicine about being doers of the word. 
 C. In James, chapter 2, we see an opportunity to put that faith in action. 
 D. “The way we behave toward people is the way we believe about God!” (1Jn. 4:20). 
  If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother  

  whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. 

 
II. DO NOT SHOW PARTIALITY...  BECAUSE OF CHRIST (Jas. 2:1-4). 
 A. To have faith in X, means to have a faith that does not show favoritism. 
 B. Jesus was not a respecter of persons.  The woman at the well was not a Samaritan, but one who need 
  some living water (see Jn. 4:7-14). 
 C. Jesus said, “Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a righteous judgment” (Jn. 7:24). 
 D. The way to judge someone is really quite simple: 
  1. If a person is a Xian--we accept them because X lives in them. 
  2. If a person is not a Xian--we receive them because X died for them. 
 
III. DO NOT SHOW PARTIALITY...  BECAUSE OF GRACE (Jas. 2:5-7). 
 A. When it comes to our standing in the kingdom, God ignores some things we don’t ignore: 
  1. God ignores our gender (Gal. 3:26-28). 
   For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. [27] For all of you who were baptized into  

   Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. [28] There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

   free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

  2. God ignores our national (Jew/Gentile) differences (Ac. 10:34,35; see Gal. 3:26-28). 
   And opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show  

   partiality, [35] but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome to Him. 

  3. God ignores our social and intellectual differences (1Cor. 1:26). 
   For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many  

   mighty, not many noble; 

 B. Paul makes it very clear that God chooses those things that mankind deem powerful and right so that 
  He will be glorified (see 1Corinthians 1:26-31). 
 
IV. DO NOT SHOW PARTIALITY...  BECAUSE OF THE WORD (Jas. 2:8-11). 
 A. James uses an OT example to prove his point about being prejudiced and show partiality.  When we 
  show partiality towards someone we will begin to violate the word of God. 
 B. Love is the fulfillment of the law.  To love means you will not break any of the laws (Rom. 13:9,10). 
  For this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT 

  STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, 

  “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” [10] Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love 

  therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 

 C. The word of God instructs on how to treat our neighbor--with love not partiality. 
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V. DO NOT SHOW PARTIALITY...  BECAUSE OF THE JUDGMENT (Jas. 2:12,13). 
 A. Law prepares us for liberty.  As we grow up we learn “law” by being disciplined. 
 B. Once this law has its affect on our lives we can handle the liberty that is given to us. 
 
VI. A DEAD FAITH (Jas. 2:14-17). 
 A. Jesus spoke in the Sermon on the Mount of people have a counterfeit faith (Mt. 7:21). 
  “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of 

  My Father who is in heaven. 

 B. People with a dead faith substitute words for deeds.  They know the correct vocabulary for prayer and 
  “holy talk,” and can even quote the right verses from the Bible.  But their walk does not measure up to 
  their talk.  They think that their words are as good as their works--but are wrong (1Jn. 1:5-7). 
  And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no 

  darkness at all. [6] If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not 

  practice the truth; [7] but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one  

  another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 C. People with a dead faith, make faith an intellectual exercise.  We are NOT saved by FAITH IN FAITH.  
  These kinds of folks know all the doctrines concerning salvation, but have never submitted themselves 
  to those very doctrines! 
 
VII. A DEMONIC FAITH (Jas. 2:18,19). 
 A. Showing our faith by our works: 
  Notice here that James doesn’t say, “I will show you my works by my works.”  Our works of faith are 
  not to promote self, otherwise, we become known as a great worker.  Rather, by our works people are 
  to see our faith; and become known as a person of great faith. 
 B. The faith of the demons: 
  1. Amazingly enough James declares that the demons (Satan’s angels) are not atheistic or 
   agnostic--they are believers in the deity and supremacy of X! 
  2. These demons believe so strongly that not only is their intellect challenged but so to the 
   emotions--when they hear of Jesus they tremble! 
 
VIII. A DYNAMIC FAITH (Jas. 2:20-26). 
 A. A dead faith touches only the intellect; 
  a demonic faith touches the intellect and the emotions; but  
  a dynamic faith: 
  1. Is based on the word of God. 
  2. Involves the whole person. 
  3. Leads to action. 
 B. James closes this section with two great examples of a dynamic faith--Abraham and Rahab. 
  They are two entirely different persons: 
  1. Abraham was a man;    Rahab was a woman. 
  2. Abraham was a “Jew”;    Rahab was a Gentile. 
  3. Abraham was a godly man;   Rahab was a harlot. 
  4. Abraham was the friends of God;  Rahab was with the enemies of God. 
 C. What they had in common was a saving faith in God that prompted their works. 
 
IX. CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. If we believe that God is gracious and is not a respecter or persons then we must act the same way. 
 B. Just as the body cannot live w/o the spirit; faith is dead if it is w/o works. 
 C. Put your faith into action--make it a saving faith by obeying God through X. 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 


