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Grace is Not a License 

 
For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand 
marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our 
God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ (Jude 
4; NAS). 

 
We are saved by the grace of God (Eph. 2:8,9).  In no way can one merit or earn their own salvation.  We stand 
approved by God’s grace exhibited in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
But unfortunately there are some who would treat this grace in such a way as to think they have a license to sin.  
This kind of thinking says that since we are saved by grace works don’t matter.  They are doing as Jude said in 
the verse above; using grace as a license to sin.  Those who teach this falsehood have been marked by God for 
destruction. 
 
It is God’s grace that brings us the plan of salvation.  God’s grace makes it possible for us to know what we must 
do to go to heaven.  But grace is not to be used in such a way as to condone sinful behavior.  Our salvation is 
based on grace, but conditioned on our obedience.  Jesus is the author of salvation for all who will obey Him 
(Heb. 5:9).  The Savior said that it is not enough just to say, “Lord, Lord” but the true disciple “does the will of My 
Father” (Mt. 7:21,22). 
 
The apostle Paul dealt with this problem in the book of Romans when he asked, “Shall we continue to sin that 
grace may abound?”  His answer was emphatically, “NO!” See Rom. 6:1,2.  Paul said that grace is not to be a 
license for sin, but when we became a Christian we were to have died to the practice of sin (Rom. 6:3-11).   
We are saved by grace through faith.  May we never cheapen the grace of God by making it license to sin.  
 
See you Sunday!  -gls 
 
 


