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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text: John 13:34-35. 
 B. One of the characteristics of the early church that made it so different from the other religions of that 
  day was the (very special loving) fellowship. 
 C. Jesus had given them, as well as us, a new commandment (Jn. 13:34-35). 
  ‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love 

  one another. 35 ‘By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 

 D. Xians were not only to be known for the doctrine they taught, but for the love they practiced. Too many 
  times today the church of Christ is known more for our doctrines than for our love for one another and 
  the lost. 
 E. A united, loving fellowshipping church is a powerful church; able to convince and convict the world  
  concerning Jesus, the Son of God (Jn. 17:21). 
  …that they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the 

  world may believe that Thou didst send Me. 

 
I. THE ATTITUDE OF FELLOWSHIP. 
 A. Literally, the word fellowship means to have things in common. By virtue of being saved by grace  
  through faith in our obedience to JC all Xians have something in common. 
 B. There is a common goal, purpose, direction, heavenly reward, moral standard and church practice to 
  those who truly follow Jesus (Eph. 4:4-6). 
  There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one  

  faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 

 C. But to have a loving fellowship takes the right attitude. Xians must learn to love each other, help each 
  other, defend each other. Xians need the support function that fellowship provides. 
 D. Paul urged the Romans on treated each other with proper respect and love (Rom. 12:16-18). 
  Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be 

  wise in your own estimation. 17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all 

  men. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 

 E. As we develop the proper attitude toward one another 3 important things come to mind: 
  1. Lay down your life for the brethren (1Jn. 3:16). 
   We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the  

   brethren. 

  2. Love your neighbor as yourself (Mt. 22:39). 
   ‘The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' 

  3. Comfort one another with good words (1Th. 4:18). 
   Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

 F. There are many ‘one another’ passages in the Bible. A good Bible study is to look up the various  
  passages that speak of ‘one another.’ 
 
II. WE MUST GO BEYOND... 
 A. On the birthday of the church, as recorded in Acts 2, the converts were devoted to the fellowship  
  (Ac. 2:41-42). 
  So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and there were added that day about three thousand 

  souls. 42 And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the  

  breaking of bread and to prayer. 

 B. Fellowship is more than just getting together and talking about the ball game, the job, the home or  
  family. It means knowing one another in such a way to be able and help with deep spiritual needs. 
 C. Fellowship means bearing one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ. X's yoke was people, 
  not things (Gal. 6:1-5). 
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  Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of  

  gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill 

  the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let  

  each one examine his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard to himself alone, and not 

  in regard to another. 5 For each one shall bear his own load. 

 D. We must go beyond just ‘surface relationships’ with each other so that we can help with the real  
  problems of life (Eph. 5:3-4). 
  But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and 

  there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 

 
III. KEEPING THE SAVED, SAVED. 
 A. The apostle Paul spent some time in Ephesus, working with the church there. During his stay he not 
  only preached the gospel to the lost, but also helped keep the saved, saved. Paul taught things that 
  were needed for Xians to strengthen their relationship with God, and the fellowship to be enjoyed with 
  one another (Ac. 20:19-20,26-27,31). 
  (Ac 20:19-20)  serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through 

  the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching 

  you publicly and from house to house, 

  (Ac 20:26-27)  ‘Therefore I testify to you this day, that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 ‘For I did not 

  shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 

  (Ac 20:31)  ‘Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not  

  cease to admonish each one with tears. 

 B. Xians have a responsibility to help each other (Gal. 5:13; Jas. 5:19). 
  (Gal 5:13)  For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for 

  the flesh, but through love serve one another. 

  (Jas 5:19)  My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, 

 C. Keeping the saved, saved is the responsibility of each Xian (Heb. 3:12-13). 
  Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the 

  living God. 13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today,’ lest any one of you 

  be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 

 D. In our present ‘set-up’ the church only gets together 2 days a week. This leaves a lot of time for Satan 
  to work on us as individuals, away from the strength of being assembled. A strong and loving   
  fellowship outside the assembly will keep people from falling away. 
 
IV. A PLACE TO START. 
 A. The church building is a good place to have fellowship because it is a place where the entire body of X 
  can come together. But if we have limited our time of spiritual fellowship with one another to when we 
  are at the church building, we have fallen short of what we need to be doing. 
 B. Daily contact with some people is necessary in keeping them faithful. Having fellowship in your home 
  with others is very important on non-assembly days. 
 C. Many times, the only way you can get to know someone is by having them in your home and spending 
  time with just them. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. Not only is it possible to have a loving fellowship but is absolutely necessary to a growing church. A 
  loving fellowship must be a vital part of the church. 
 B. When people are loved, appreciated, and genuinely taken an interest in, they will respond to God via 
  the gospel. 
 C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 
 
 
 


