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BIBLE SCHOOL IS ESSENTIAL Decatur, IL

INTRODUCTION.

A. Scripture text: John 6:45.

B. Today we are honoring both students and teachers in our Educational Program.

C. Some brethren have calculated that over 85% of the conversions are a result of the work done through
the Bible school program. If that is true, we must focus much of our time, money, and effort into the
Bible school to make it the best it can be.

D. Teaching the word of God is important. If we can accomplish that command through the Bible school
(and we can), then let’s do it!

|, THE VALUE OF THE BIBLE SCHOOL.
A. Teaching the word of God is commanded in the NT:

1.

Disciples are made by teaching (Mt. 28:19-20).

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that | commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age.”

Teaching helps one walk the way he should (Isa. 2:3).

And many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of
the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways, And that we may walk in His paths.” For
the law will go forth from Zion, And the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

Teaching helps people stay close to X (Jn. 6:45).

“It is written in the prophets, ‘AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.’ Everyone who has
heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.

Spiritual maturity involves teaching (Heb. 5:12).

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the
elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.
Teachers teach others to teach (2Tim. 2:2).

And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful
men, who will be able to teach others also.

Xians are to teach everywhere they go (Ac. 5:42).

And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as
the Christ.

B. The Bible school program is valuable for four reasons:

1.

It is valuable to every member.
It helps to arm every Xian with the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:12).

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the
world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

It is valuable to the home.

The whole family can benefit by regular attendance in Bible school (Eph. 6:4).

And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of
the Lord.

It is valuable for the children.

“Children brought up in Bible school are seldom brought up in court!” If we want the best for our
children, we will bring them to Bible school (Deut. 6:6-7).

“And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart; 7 and you shall teach them
diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way
and when you lie down and when you rise up.”

It is valuable for the kingdom.

Future leaders are trained in the Bible school program. Families and individuals are given
strength to live by (2Tim. 1:5; 3:14-15). Teaching means learning, and learning means power.




(2Tim 1:5) For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois,
and your mother Eunice, and | am sure that it is in you as well.

(2Tim 3:14-15) You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of,
knowing from whom you have learned them; 15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred
writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.

Il.  WHAT ELDERS CAN DO.

A. First, elders must be sure that the Bible is taught.
False doctrine has no place in the church, especially in the Bible school program.

B. Second, elders must provide the necessary facilities and tools.
We cannot afford to allow the educational process to suffer. (Need computers, video, etc.)

C. Third, elders must give the teachers the support they need.
Teacher-training and time off are important. Teachers are more effective if someone can teach them
during their time off from the classroom.

D. Fourth, elders must regularly honor those who teach.
A little praise and recognition go a long way in keeping teachers teaching.

lIl.  WHAT PARENTS CAN DO.

A. First, accompany your children to Bible school.
Set a good example by being active in the Bible school program.

B. Second, see that your children have plenty of rest.
As a general rule parents do not allow their children to be up late on school nights, the same should
be true of Saturday night.

C. Third, be on-time with your children to Bible school.
Show the importance you place on Bible school by being there early.

IV. WHAT TEACHERS CAN DO.
A. Several things that a teacher in the Bible school program should think about:

1. Theglorious rank .................. of a teacher (1Cor. 12:28).
And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then
gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.

2. The powerful office............... of a teacher (Jn. 14:11-12).
“Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me; otherwise believe on account of the works
themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that | do shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall he do; because | go to the Father.

3. The sacred trust............c...... of a teacher (1Tim. 1:3).
As | urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus, in order that you may instruct
certain men not to teach strange doctrines,...

4. The toil and sacrifice ............. of a teacher (2Tim. 2:3).
Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

5. The weighty judgment........... of a teacher (Jas. 3:1).
Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter
judgment.

6. Thegloriousend ................... of a teacher (2Tim. 4:8).
...(now) in the future ...there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

B. The greatest reward a teacher can receive is not honor or money, but to see the changed lives in

those they are helping.

V.  WHAT EVERY MEMBER CAN DO.
A. Even if your children are grown and gone there are things you can do to help the Bible School.



B.

First, encourage parents and their children to attend Bible school.

Tell them how it has helped you spiritually over the years, or even how you wished you would have
attended as a child and that by not attending you know you have missed out.

Second, know the people in your Bible class and call them when they are absent.

This is a big help to the teacher; it is very depressing to prepare a lesson and then have but only a few
show up to hear it.

Third, study the lesson beforehand if possible and be ready to help the teacher with comments and
the reading of Scripture.

Feedback like this makes the class move smoothly and involves both the teacher and the student.

CONCLUSION AND INVITATION.

A.
B.

C.
D.

The Bible school program is not a luxury, it is a necessity.

This is where young minds are taught about God, X, the church, and how to live as a Xian. It is the
most valuable school of life there is.

Be an active member of the Bible school program by offering to teach or a participant as a student.
Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians.



