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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  John 3:14-21. 
 B. The classic formula for a newspaper reporter to gather the facts about a story are the six questions; 
  who?, what?, when?, where?, why?, and how?. 
 C. I don’t plan to be as rude, nosey, or biased as some reporters are today; but plan to show you what 
  the Bible has to say about our great salvation in X. 
 D. The Bible is not junk mail and should not be considered as something to look at and then throw away.  
  The Bible is also not a gimmick, promising one thing yet delivering another. 
 
I. WHO? 
 A. Mankind is the "who" of salvation.  We are the reason that God has come in the person of JC.  Jesus 
  came to offer salvation to us. 
 B. Sin has entered the world through Adam (Rom. 5:12) and now all of us have sinned.  We are   
  separated from God’s fellowship and favor (Isa. 59:1-2; Rom. 3:10, 23). 
  (Rom 5:12)  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death 

  spread to all men, because all sinned-- 

  (Isa 59:1-2)  Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Neither is His ear so dull That it 

  cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have  

  hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear. 

  (Rom 3:10, 23)  ...as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;” 23 for all have  

  sinned and fall short of the glory of God,... 

 C. Like Paul, we too must cry, “Who will free me from this body of sin and death?”  The answer is Jesus 
  (Rom. 7:24-25). 
  Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus 

  Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, 

  with my flesh the law of sin. 

 D. Jesus can release us from our sins in much the same way someone releases their grip on an object 
  and the object falls (Rev. 1:5). 
  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To 

  Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood, 

 
II. WHAT? 
 A. Salvation answers the "what" question.  What kind of salvation is being offered?  Truly it is one we  
  cannot afford to neglect (Heb. 2:3). 
  how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was 

  confirmed to us by those who heard, 

 B. This salvation as several very important virtues (1Pet. 1:4-5): 
  to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for  

  you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

  1. It is a living hope. 
  2. It is imperishable. 
  3. It is undefiled. 
  4. Reserved in heaven. 
  5. Protected by the power of God. 
 C. This is the outcome of our faith, the salvation of our souls (1Pet. 1:9). 
  obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

 
III. WHERE? 
 A. We shall skip “when” for now. 
 B. The “where” of salvation is simple.  We find salvation in JC and in Him alone (Ac. 4:12). 
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  “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, 

  by which we must be saved.” 

 C. The Twelve knew that, Zaccheus knew that, the faithful women knew that, and we should know that. 
 D. God’s grace has appeared and this is done through Jesus (Ti. 2:11-14). 
  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and  

  worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope 

  and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; 14 who gave Himself for us, that He 

  might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for 

  good deeds. 

 
IV. WHY? 
 A. Of the 6 questions the reporters ask the deepest one is that of why.  Why did God sent Jesus, 
  why did all the happenings recorded in the gospel take place?  Why, Why, Why? 
 B. To answer the “why” question one must turn to Eph., chapter 1, and see the great overall plan of God. 
 C. God’s plan was and still is that we should be with Him for all eternity.  He has chosen us even before 
  the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:3-5). 
  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 

  heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be 

  holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to  

  Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 

 D. God desires not to punish us, but to save us (1Th. 5:9). 
  For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,... 

 
V. HOW? 
 A. The “how” of our great salvation comes from the willingness of Jesus to die for us. 
 B. Paul discusses the great sacrifice Jesus made to pave the way for our salvation. 
 C. Jesus sacrificed the glory of heaven, earthly riches, earthly fame and power; He sacrificed His own will 
  and desire, He sacrificed His life for mankind (Phil. 2:5-8). 
  Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond- 

  servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled  

  Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

 D. Because of Jesus willingness to die on the Calvary’s cross I (everyone) can have the hope of eternal 
  life (Rom. 1:16). 
  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 

  Jew first and also to the Greek. 

 
VI. WHEN? 
 A. Before we get to the "when," let us review what we have already studied about our great salvation. 
 B. The reporter's questions (and answers): 
  1. Who?   Because of mankind’s sin, JC came to earth. 
  2. What?   A salvation imperishable and undefiled; held by the power of God. 
  3. Where   Found only in Jesus, the embodiment of God’s grace. 
  4. Why   This is God’s eternal plan before the foundation of the world. 
  5. How   By the willingness and sacrifice of Jesus. 
 C. And now we come to the “when.”  That, my friend, is up to you!  God has done His part, so has X, so 
  has the HS.  Now when are you going to do your part in obeying X, by repenting of sin? 
 D. Paul told the Corinthians that now is the acceptable time.  And there will come a day that the   
  acceptable time.  And there will come a day that the acceptable time is over (2Cor. 6:2; 2Pet. 3:9;  
  2Th. 1:7-9). 
  (2Cor 6:2) for He says, “AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF 

  SALVATION I HELPED YOU” ; behold, now is “THE ACCEPTABLE TIME,” behold, now is “THE DAY 

  OF SALVATION”-- 
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  (2Th 1:7-9) and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 

  from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God 

  and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 And these will pay the penalty of eternal  

  destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,... 

  (2Pet 3:9) The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not  

  wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. The Hebrew writer has stated, “How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?”  The answer 
  is, we can’t. 
 B. After your investigation please respond to Jesus today. 
 C. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 
 
 
 


