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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Hebrews 3:12-19. 
 B. One of the most tragic stories in Biblical history is that of the children of Israel after coming out of  
  Egyptian bondage only to die in the wilderness. 
 C. This lost generation still speaks to us today.  We must not repeat the mistakes they made.  This is the 
  charge from Hebrews, chapters 3 and 4. 
 
I. A TREMENDOUS BEGINNING. 
 A. Hebrews 3:16. 
  For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? 

 B. Led by God Himself, freed by shocking plagues, crossing the Red Sea on dry land, overcoming all  
  obstacles, and singing songs of triumph/victory there should have been no stopping them. 
 C. Then they received the Law from Moses.  A better one than had ever been given. 
 D. Free from the domination of the Egyptians they were able to choose their own destiny.  But   
  unfortunately these were problems. 
 
II. A MORBID FEAR OF LOOMING DANGERS. 
 A. Hebrews 3:17. 
  And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the  

  wilderness? 

 B. It seemed the Israelites could not handle the insecurity of being “on their own.”  As Egyptian slaves 
  they had security, boundaries, etc., even though oppressed. 
 C. The future always seems to have "a spookiness” about it but we are not to fear it (Mt. 6:33-34; 28:20). 
  (Mt 6:33-34) "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. 34 

  "Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of 

  its own. 

  (Mt 28:20) teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 

  of the age." 

 D. If the church is scared of what lies ahead then the world should have even greater fear!  The threat of 
  nuclear war, AIDS, other deadly diseases, accidents, and poisonings are always upon us.  We must 
  look past the temporal to the eternal. 
 E. The church will not grow, if we allow our fears and anxieties to rule us. 
 
III. THE EXAGGERATION OF PROBLEMS. 
 A. Numbers 13:32. 
  So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, "The land  

  through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom 

  we saw in it are men of great size. 

 B. The text says, “The land eats up the inhabitants thereof.”  This was the opinion of the Israelites  
  concerning the Gentiles who inhabited the land. 
 C. The exaggerated the problems to the point that they were afraid to do anything.  I guess it didn’t make 
  any difference that God was with them as a cloud by day and pillar of fire by night! 
 D. When we look around us at the terrible shape the world is in we may think the same things.  The  
  problems are just too big for us to handle.  But this is not true. 
 E. When God asked us to do His work, He is also obligated to give us the strength to do it.  With God we 
  can do it (1Pet. 4:11). 
  Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by the  

  strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs 

  the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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IV. A FAILURE TO MANIFEST SELF-RESPECT. 
 A. It is known today as “the grasshopper complex” (Num. 13:33). 
  “There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like   

  grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” 

 B. One ingredient is success is a good self-image and some self-respect.  Believing is oneself is the  
  beginning of becoming someone better. 
 C. Because we are in Jesus, Xians should not suffer from this (Phil. 4:13; 1Cor. 10:13; Mk. 9:23). 
  (Mk 9:23) And Jesus said to him, "'If You can!' All things are possible to him who believes." 

  (1Cor 10:13) No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will 

  not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape 

  also, that you may be able to endure it. 

  (Phil 4:13) I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 

 D. When my sin is gone in JC, I can begin to love myself and accomplish all things. 
 
V. THEY ACCEPTED THE MAJORITY REPORT. 
 A. Numbers 14:1-4. 
  Then all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the sons of 

  Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, "Would that we had died 

  in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness! 3 "And why is the LORD bringing us into 

  this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us 

  to return to Egypt?" 4 So they said to one another, "Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt." 

 B. Ten of the 12 spies said the Israelites could not take the land.  They were wrong. 
 C. The majority opinion is not always right. 
  (Ex.:  Football coaches and in hot weather not taking off helmets.) 
 D. Let us not always accept the majority report, but accept the right report. 
 
VI. THEY WERE UNBELIEVERS. 
 A. Hebrews 3:18-19. 
  And to whom did He swear that they should not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 And so 

  we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief. 

 B. This is the greatest of all the sins mentioned. 
 C. Our strength should never come from ourselves, pocketbooks and abilities. 
 D. Whatever happened to “the faith that laid it all on the line” and let Jehovah bless? 
 E. When we say “can’t” and don’t try we become unbelievers.  Therefore, learn to trust God in all ways 
  and in all things. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. We cannot allow these things to keep the church from growing and becoming the new lost generation. 
 B. Plan of salvation for non-Xians, erring Xians. 
 
 
 


