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INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Hebrews 11:32-40. 
 B. This morning’s lesson is a question to you; “Whatever happened to faith?” 
 C. We read in the Bible of those who: 
  1. Had great faith and served God acceptably--even when not rewarded. 
  2. Made excuses for not acting out of faith and were not acceptable. 
 D. If we find ourselves in the habit of making excuses for not doing what we know to be right, then my  
  question to you is, “What happened to your faith?” 
 
I. EXAMPLES OF MEN OF FAITH. 
 A. Hebrews, chapter 11 is referred to as the honor roll of faith, or faith’s hall of fame.  We see in each  
  case that those mentioned served God acceptably because their actions were prompted by their faith. 
 B. These men (and women) did not make excuses.  They did what was right despite the odds or   
  conditions.  When the going got tough they did not make excuse (Heb. 11:37-38). 
 C. The apostle Paul knew more hardship in his life than all of us put together.  Yet, he never made  
  excuse and bowed out.  His faith was very strong.  He served God acceptably (see 2Cor. 11:23-28). 
 D. In all these cases, these who were faithful, worked under adverse conditions.  In the case of those  
  listed in Hebrews, they did not receive the promises given; and in the case of Paul, he had to deal with 
  his thorn in the flesh (Heb. 11:39-40; 2Cor. 12:7-10). 
  (11:39-40) And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40 

  because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they should not be made perfect. 

 E. The example for us is that we might think they had plenty of reason to make excuse, but the fact  
  remains they did not! They had faith! 
 
II. JESUS DEALT WITH THOSE WHO MADE EXCUSES. 
 A. Our Lord dealt with those who made excuses for not wanting to do His Will.  His verdict upon them is 
  not a good one. 
 B. Luke 9:57-62 is a passage where Jesus dealt with the excuses of family and worldly concerns.  He 
  also told them to be ready to give up their material possessions. 
 C. Luke 14:15-24 also deals with those who made excuse.  The excuses of possessions, work, and  
  family were met with anger.  (When Moses made excuse to God, God became angry at him, see  
  Ex. 4:13-14). 
 D. An excuse is a verbal statement as to cover up something we don’t want to do or admit. 
 E. Just as the policeman will not listen to our excuses when we break the law, neither does God listen to 
  our excuses when we fail to do His will. 
 F. In the midst of all our excuses I’ve got one question; “Whatever happened to faith?” 
 
III. THE ANSWER TO OUR EXCUSES. 
 A. The answer to our excuses is faith and discipleship.  That is what the men of old did (and gained  
  approval thereby) and that is what X is asking of us. 
 B. Luke 14:25-35 deals with discipleship: 
  1. We must have a greater faith in X than in our families (14:26). 
   "If anyone comes to Me. and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers 

   and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.” 

  2. We must put our trust in the future in X’s hands (14:28-30). 
   "For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to 

   see if he has enough to complete it? 29 "Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation, and is not able to  
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   finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to 

   finish.’ ” 

  3. We must put our trust in problem solving it X’s hands (14:31-32). 
   ...saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.‘ 31 “Or what king, when he sets out to  

   meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten 

   thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand?” 

  4. We must put our faith in X (14:27). 
   "Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.” 

  5. We must put our trust in X, not our possessions (14:33). 
   "So therefore, no one of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.” 

 C. We are the salt of the earth because we belong to X and have the gospel.  If we make excuse for not 
  being like X, and sharing the message then we anger God, and our saltiness is gone (14:34-35). 
  "Therefore, salt is good; but if even salt has become tasteless, with what will it be seasoned? 35 It is useless 

  either for the soil or for the manure pile; it is thrown out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

 
IV. DON’T TELL ME, TELL GOD. 
 A. Don’t tell me or the elders why: 
  1. You don’t return for Sunday PM worship. 
  2. You don’t come to mid-week Bible study. 
  3. You don’t attend Sunday Bible class. 
  4. You don’t know enough to lead someone to X. 
  5. You aren’t bugging the elders for something to do in the church. 
   (Chances are it will be an excuse.) 
 B. Read humorous lines of song.  See next page of outline. 
 C. I have a question this morning, “Whatever happened to faith?”  Whatever happened to people who put 
  aside the worldly things and concerns and served God first.  Whatever happened to the kind of faith 
  that is seen in Heb. 11 and 2Cor. 11? 
 D. I think, maybe, we have lost our mustard seed of faith under a mountain of excuses. 
 
CONCLUSION AND INVITATION. 
 A. As we extend heaven’s invitation let us remember that those who served God out of their great faith, in 
  spite of hardship were approved by God. 
 B. Those who made excuses kindled God’s anger, and were not considered fit for the kingdom of God. 
 C. Now ask yourself, “when the Lord returns will He find faith on the earth?” (Lk. 18:8). 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring-Xians. 
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Words to the Song about making Excuses... 
 
CHORUS 
Excuses, excuses you hear them everyday 
And the devil, he’ll supply them if from church you stay away, 
When people come to know the Lord the devil always loses, 
So to keep them folks from going to church, he offers them excuses. 
 
In the summer it's too hot, and in the winter it's too cold, 
And in the springtime when the weather’s just right, you find someplace else to go 
Well it's up to the mountains or down to the beach or to visit some old friend, 
Or to stay home and relax and hope some of the kinfolk start dropping in, 
 
Well, the church benches are way too hard, and the song leader sings way to loud. 
And you know how nervous you get sitting in a great big crowd. 
Now you know that the big crowd will only set you back, 
But you go to that old ball game because it helps you to relax. 
 
A headache Sunday morning, and backache Sunday night, 
But come work time Monday morning, you’re feeling quite all right, 
One of the children has a cold, pneumonia do you suppose? 
Why the whole family had to stay home, just to blow that poor kid’s nose. 
 
CHORUS 
 
Well, the preacher, he’s too young, and maybe he’s too old, 
The sermons they’re not hard enough and maybe they’re too bold. 
His voice is much too quite like, or else it’s way too loud, 
He needs to have more dignity or else he’s way too proud. 
 
The sermons are too long and maybe they’re too short, 
He ought to preach the word with dignity, instead of stomp and snort. 
That preacher we’ve got must be the world’s most stuck up man, 
Why one lady told me the other day, “Why he didn’t even shake my hand!” 
 
CHORUS 
 
 
 


