
PSALM 149 
Israel Invoked to Praise the Lord. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. “Let Israel Praise the Lord.” 
 B. Clyde Miller suggests that this psalm takes up from the last verse of the previous psalm.  Most  
  commentators suggest that it refers to the time after the Babylonian exile.  Coffman says that 149:5-9 
  could only apply to the conquest of Canaan under Joshua, although it may have been written after the 
  exile, as verse 2b says, “Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.”  Although their “King” here is 
  paralleled with “their Maker” and refers to God, Zion was not captured for about 450 years after  
  Joshua lead the conquest of the country. 
 C. Therefore, the psalm may have been written, or the wording modified, after the time of David. 
 D. The psalm seems to divide into two parts: 
  1. They were to thank God for their victory (149:1-4). 
  2. Their thanks was for God’s vengeance on their enemy (149:5-9). 
 
THE TEXT. 
 149:1 Praise the LORD!  

  Sing to the LORD a new song,  

  And His praise in the congregation of the godly ones. 

 2 Let Israel be glad in his Maker;  

  Let the sons of Zion rejoice in their King. 

 3 Let them praise His name with dancing;  

  Let them sing praises to Him with timbrel and lyre. 

 4 For the LORD takes pleasure in His people;  

  He will beautify the afflicted ones with salvation. 

 5 Let the godly ones exult in glory;  

  Let them sing for joy on their beds. 

 6 Let the high praises of God be in their mouth,  

  And a two-edged sword in their hand, 

 7 To execute vengeance on the nations  

  And punishment on the peoples, 

 8 To bind their kings with chains  

  And their nobles with fetters of iron, 

 9 To execute on them the judgment written;  

  This is an honor for all His godly ones.  

  Praise the LORD! 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. They Were to Thank God for Their Victory (149:1-4). 
  [v1]  “Praise the Lord!  Sing to the Lord a new song...”  A “new song” often had reference to a song of 
  victory, and that seems to be the case here. 
  [v2]  “Let Israel rejoice in their Maker... their King.”  Neither at the time of Joshua or their return from 
  Babylon did they have a king except the Lord. 
  [v3]  “Let them praise His name with the dance... timbrel and harp.”  This was typical of victory  
  celebrations as Moses led the people in a song to the Lord after crossing the Red Sea and Miriam and 
  the women with their timbrels danced to the Lord (Ex. 15).  The “harp” is often translated as as “lyre” 
  and was a small hand-held instrument. 
  [v4]  “...He will beautify the humble with salvation.”  Spiritual blessings have a beauty and happiness 
  that the world can never understand.  In view of the last part of the psalm, the salvation may be victory 
  over their enemies. 
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 B. Their Thanks was for God’s Vengeance on Their Enemies (149:5-9). 
  [v5]  “Let the saints be joyful in glory...”  This seems to be the victory that they have received in the 
  salvation over their enemies.  The word “saints” means “holy ones,” and can refer to angels or godly 
  men. 
  [v6-9]  “Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand, to execute 
  vengeance... punishments... to bind... with chains... fetters... to execute on them the written   
  judgment...”  This was not the vengeance of Israel, but the Lord’s because of their wickedness.  He 
  had commanded them several times as Moses had written the instructions for them (Deut. 7:1-8). 
 
 
 


