
PSALM 140 
Prayer for Protection against the Wicked. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. From Roy H. Enoch (1-29-97).  To the Chief Musician.  A Psalm of David. 
  “Prayer for Protection Against Persecutors.” 
 B. This psalm is ascribed to David, and Albert Barnes says concerning his authorship, “This also is a  
  psalm of David... it bears every mark of David’s style and spirit; and there can be no doubt that he was 
  the author of it.”  The themes and figures are very typical of those in other psalms attributed to David. 
 C. The occasion is some bitter conflict in his life.  Delitzsch suggests that the rebellion of Absalom would 
  explain the circumstances of the figures used, and also the conflict by Saul is suggested by some, but 
  the terms “war” in 140:2 and “battle” in 140:7 seem more appropriate for the rebellion of Absalom. 
 D. Clyde M. Miller suggests three divisions of the psalm: 
  1. David prays for deliverance from wicked men (140:1-5). 
  2. David prays that they be punished (140:6-11). 
  3. David is confident that Lord will deliver the upright (140:12,13). 
 
THE TEXT. 
 140:1 Rescue me, O LORD, from evil men;  

  Preserve me from violent men 

 2 Who devise evil things in their hearts;  

  They continually stir up wars. 

 3 They sharpen their tongues as a serpent;  

  Poison of a viper is under their lips. Selah. 

 4 Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked;  

  Preserve me from violent men  

  Who have purposed to trip up my feet. 

 5 The proud have hidden a trap for me, and cords;  

  They have spread a net by the wayside;  

  They have set snares for me. Selah. 

 6 I said to the LORD, “You are my God;  

  Give ear, O LORD, to the voice of my supplications. 

 7 “O GOD the Lord, the strength of my salvation,  

  You have covered my head in the day of battle. 

 8 “Do not grant, O LORD, the desires of the wicked;  

  Do not promote his evil device, that they not be exalted. Selah. 

 9 “As for the head of those who surround me,  

  May the mischief of their lips cover them. 

 10 “May burning coals fall upon them;  

  May they be cast into the fire,  

  Into deep pits from which they cannot rise. 

 11 “May a slanderer not be established in the earth;  

  May evil hunt the violent man speedily.” 

 12 I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted  

  And justice for the poor. 

 13 Surely the righteous will give thanks to Your name;  

  The upright will dwell in Your presence. 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. David Prays for Deliverance from Wicked Men. 
  [v1]  “Deliver me, O Lord, from evil men... violent men.”   Clyde Miller points out that in the Hebrew  
  both of these terms are singular, but that the verbs in verses 2, 3 are plural, indicating that these are 
  collective nouns. 
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  [v2]  “Who plan evil things... continually gather together for war.”  When Saul was pursuing him, David 
  was not fighting a war or battle, but fleeing for his life.  When Absalom rebelled there was war. 
  [v3]  “...their tongues like a serpent; the poison of asps...”  Paul quoted this to the Romans to indicate 
  their wickedness (Rom. 3:13). 
  [v4]  “...from the hands of the wicked...from violent men...”  These are synonymous parallels. 
  [v5]  “...a snare... and cords... set traps for me.”  These are different kinds of methods to catch  
  animals, and represent men who trap by deceit or craftiness. 
 B. David Prays that They May be Punished as They Deserve. 
  [v6,7]  “...You are my God; hear the voice of my supplications, O Lord.”  David had cried out to the  
  Lord before and God had delivered him, so he feels confident to call on God now. 
  [v8,9]  “Do not grant...the desires of the wicked; do not further his wicked scheme... let the evil of their 
  lips cover them.”  David is praying that the wicked might receive as their deeds which is taught as  
  God’s justice throughout the Bible. 
  [v10,11]  “Let burning coals fall upon them; let them be cast into the fire, into deep pits, that they rise 
  not up again.”  Several punishments here are given in other passages as the punishment God has  
  decreed for the wicked. 
 C. David is Confident that the Lord Will Deliver the Upright. 
  “...the afflicted... the poor... the righteous... the upright...”  These all seem synonymous as David uses 
  them here.  They are the ones that the Lord will bless.  He will not bless one for being poor or   
  condemn one just because he is rich. 
 
 
 


