
PSALM 132 
Prayer for the LORD’S Blessing upon the Sanctuary. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. A Song of Ascents.  “A Prayer for the Sanctuary of the Lord.” 
 B. Those who try to place this psalm after the Babylonian captivity have great difficulty, as Dummelow 
  says, “This is the most difficult of the Pilgrim Songs.”  But when we place it at the time of Solomon,  
  there is great harmony since 2Chr. 6:41-42 reflect this psalm, verses 8-10 and 16. 
 C. Of course, it is possible that the psalm was written later and drew from that passage in Chronicles, but 
  the psalm seems to fit that era better than the latter one. 
 D. Coffman follows Leupold’s division of the psalm: 
  1. A Prayer Offered at the Dedication of the Temple (132:1-10). 
  2. God’s Answer to the Prayer of Dedication (132:11-18). 
 
THE TEXT. 
 132:1 Remember, O LORD, on David’s behalf,  

  All his affliction; 

 2 How he swore to the LORD  

  And vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, 

 3 “Surely I will not enter my house,  

  Nor lie on my bed; 

 4 I will not give sleep to my eyes  

  Or slumber to my eyelids, 

 5 Until I find a place for the LORD,  

  A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

 6 Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah,  

  We found it in the field of Jaar. 

 7 Let us go into His dwelling place;  

  Let us worship at His footstool. 

 8 Arise, O LORD, to Your resting place,  

  You and the ark of Your strength. 

 9 Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness,  

  And let Your godly ones sing for joy. 

 10 For the sake of David Your servant,  

  Do not turn away the face of Your anointed. 

 11 The LORD has sworn to David  

  A truth from which He will not turn back:  

  “Of the fruit of your body I will set upon your throne. 

 12 “If your sons will keep My covenant  

  And My testimony which I will teach them,  

  Their sons also shall sit upon your throne forever.” 

 13 For the LORD has chosen Zion;  

  He has desired it for His habitation. 

 14 “This is My resting place forever;  

  Here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 

 15 “I will abundantly bless her provision;  

  I will satisfy her needy with bread. 

 16 “Her priests also I will clothe with salvation,  

  And her godly ones will sing aloud for joy. 

 17 “There I will cause the horn of David to spring forth;  

  I have prepared a lamp for Mine anointed. 

 18 “His enemies I will clothe with shame,  

  But upon himself his crown shall shine.” 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. A Prayer Offered at the Dedication of the Temple. 
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  [v1-5]  “Lord, remember David and all his afflictions...”  Many of David’s troubles were from his  
  dedication and intense devotion to God.  Some did come from his own sins, but in this context of  
  bringing the Ark to Jerusalem and the building of the temple, it seems to refer to the former occasions. 
  [v6]  “Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; we found it in the fields of the woods.”  Eph’ra-thah was the 
  ancient name for the region around Bethlehem.  But also Caleb had a wife named Ephrath   
  (Ephrathah) who bore him a son named Hur (1Chr. 2:19, 50).  One of Hur’s sons was Shobal, an  
  ancestor of the inhabitants of Kiriath-jearim, where the ark stayed for about 70 years. In about 1075BC, 
  when Samuel was about 25, it was taken into battle against the Philistines (1Sam. 4), and captured.  
  They kept if for about seven months and sent it back because God brought plagues upon them.  It was 
  taken on to Kiriath-jearim until David brought it to Jerusalem in about 1003 B.C.  It seems that this  
  reference to Ephrathah in this psalm is speaking of the place from which the ark was brought,   
  especially since it refers to “the fields of the woods” (or of “Jaar), which refers to Kiriath-jearim. 
  [v7]  “Let us go into His tabernacle; Let us worship at His footstool.”  Going to the tabernacle was to 
  worship where God’s presence was, as represented by the Ark of the Covenant.  God’s “footstool” was 
  wherever He was represented as dwelling:  at the ark, tabernacle, Zion, and even the earth. 
  [8]  “Arise, O Lord, to Your resting place, You and the ark of Your strength.”  This seems to refer to the 
  saying when the ark was moved, or rested (Num. 10:35,36). 
   It was appropriate for Solomon to use these words when the Ark of the Covenant was brought 
  into the temple which he had prepared for it.  Coffman quotes Allen as saying “This is the only mention 
  of the ark of the covenant in the Psalter.” 
  [v10]  “For Your servant David’s sake...”  Coffman quotes Spurgeon as calling attention to the   
  significance of this expression in the days of Hezekiah when God said that He would defend the city 
  (2Kgs. 19:32-34). 
   God gives a great tribute to David by placing his name on level with His own.  “...do not turn away 
  the face of Your Anointed.”  Prophets, priests and kings were anointed with oil when appointed to  
  office.  Considering the first part of the sentence, it seems that it refers to David, or as Coffman  
  suggests, one of his successors, as even Solomon himself.  This seems more reasonable than the  
  opinion of some who make it refer to the Christ. 
 B. God’s Answer to the Prayer of Dedication. 
  [v11]  “The Lord has sworn in truth to David...  I will set upon your throne the fruit of your body.”  This 
  seems to confirm that the “anointed” of the previous verse was David and his descendants on the  
  throne in Jerusalem. 
   The theme of this psalm is very similar to Psa. 89 in that both review God’s promise to David and 
  his descendants.  But Psa. 89 laments God’s apparent broken promise because they were evidently in 
  bondage or exile.  Verses 46-51 continue to ask “How long Lord, will You hide Yourself forever?”  
  (v. 46) and, “Lord, where are Your former lovingkindnesses, which You swore to David in Your truth?” 
  (v. 49).  But here in Psa. 132 there is the understanding of the conditions of God’s promise and seems 
  to reflect on David’s desire to build God a house, and bringing the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem. 
  [v12]  “IF your sons will keep My covenant and My testimony which I shall teach them, their sons also 
  shall sit upon your throne forevermore.”  Here is the true form of all of God’s promises.  It is explained 
  in detail in Ezek. 18 that the one who sins will die, but the one who does God’s will be saved. 
  [v14-18]  “For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation.”  The rest of the psalm 
  mentions how He will bless Zion:  her provision with bread, clothe her priests with salvation, make her 
  saints shout with joy, make the horn (strength) of David grow and prepare a lamp (descendants on his 
  throne).  His enemies will be put to shame, but he will flourish. 
   God will keep His promise to David and his descendants according to how faithfully they live and 
  serve Him. 
 
 


