
PSALM 85 
Prayer for God’s Mercy upon the Nation. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. From Roy H. Enoch (10-11-95). 
 B. To the Chief Musician.  A Psalm of the sons of Korah.  “A Cry For Salvation.” 
 C. The first verse identifies the occasion as being after they had been brought back from captivity.  It is 
  usually thought to have been in the days of Ezra or Nehemiah when the people had become   
  discouraged and negligent. 
 D. Coffman uses three divisions for this short psalm: 
  I. God’s Past Beneficence to Israel (85:1-3). 
  II. A Plea for Salvation (85:4-7). 
  III. The Goodness of the Lord (85:8-13). 
 
THE TEXT. 
 85:1 O LORD, You showed favor to Your land;  

  You restored the captivity of Jacob. 

 2 You forgave the iniquity of Your people;  

  You covered all their sin. Selah. 

 3 You withdrew all Your fury;  

  You turned away from Your burning anger. 

 4 Restore us, O God of our salvation,  

  And cause Your indignation toward us to cease. 

 5 Will You be angry with us forever?  

  Will You prolong Your anger to all generations? 

 6 Will You not Yourself revive us again,  

  That Your people may rejoice in You? 

 7 Show us Your lovingkindness, O LORD,  

  And grant us Your salvation. 

 8 I will hear what God the LORD will say;  

  For He will speak peace to His people, to His godly ones;  

  But let them not turn back to folly. 

 9 Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him,  

  That glory may dwell in our land. 

 10 Lovingkindness and truth have met together;  

  Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

 11 Truth springs from the earth,  

  And righteousness looks down from heaven. 

 12 Indeed, the LORD will give what is good,  

  And our land will yield its produce. 

 13 Righteousness will go before Him  

  And will make His footsteps into a way. 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. God’s Past Beneficence to Israel (85:1-3). 
  [v1]  “...You have been favorable to Your land...”  Both the land and the people had suffered during 
  the captivity.  The land had grown up with thorns and wild animals had increased in the uncultivated 
  wilderness. 
  [v2]  “You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people...”  They understood that being brought back from 
  captivity was a forgiveness and salvation.  The prophets had frequently said that a righteous remnant 
  would return.  Cyrus had not only permitted them to return, but financed the return and ordered the  
  temple on a large scale. 
  [v3]  “You have taken away all Your wrath...”   He was now providing for their welfare and giving them 
  protection. 
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 B. A Plea for Salvation (85:4-7). 
  [v4]  “Restore us...cause Your anger toward us to cease.”  Although they were back in Judah, they  
  were not prospering.  See Hag. 1:3-6.  They were focusing on their own houses and neglecting the  
  Temple; they were focusing on restoring their own vineyards and farms rather than restoring their  
  service to God. 
  [v5]  “Will You be angry with us forever...”  We have often seen this expression of impatience of God’s 
  people to bless them NOW. 
  [v6]  “Will You not revive us again?”  This is the text for our song, “Revive Us Again”.  They realized 
  that they need to be rejuvenated. 
  [v7]  “Show us Your mercy...”  They seemed to realized that they did not deserve the blessings that 
  they were asking for. 
 C. The Goodness of the Lord (85:8-13). 
  [v8]  “I will hear what the Lord will speak...”  Here is the beginning of being restored. 
  [v9]  “Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him...”  Here is another step in receiving His  
  blessings. 
  [v10]  “Mercy and truth have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed.”  These   
  characteristics of God must also become the habit of those who wish to serve Him and receive His  
  blessings. 
  [v11]  “Truth...of the earth...righteousness...from heaven.”  The picture may be the harmony of heaven 
  and earth for the earth to be fruitful as they were asking from God. 
  [v13]  “Righteousness will go before Him...”  God’s revelation to man focuses on what the Lord  
  considers righteous and teaching man to live this way.  When the Messiah came, He would show them 
  the way to live and then they could follow the footsteps of Jesus. 
 
 
 


