
PSALM 84 
Longing for the Temple Worship 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. To the Chief Musician.  On an instrument of Gath.  A Psalm of the sons of Korah.  “Longing for the  
  Temple” 
 B. The “sons of Korah” were authorized by David as temple singers and musicians as well as   
  gatekeepers and caretakers of the temple (1Chron. 15). 
 C. This psalm is a hymn of praise to God who meets His people in the temple. 
 D. The psalm is naturally divided into three stanzas of four verses each, and each stanza has a beatitude 
  which is used as titles for the divisions by Clyde M. Miller in the Living Word Commentary. 
   I. “Blessed are those who dwell in Your house” (84:1-4). 
   II. “Blessed is the man whose strength is in You” (84:5-8). 
   III. “Blessed is the man who trusts in You” (84:9-12). 
 
THE TEXT. 
 84:1 How lovely are Your dwelling places,  

  O LORD of hosts! 

 2 My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the LORD;  

  My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 

 3 The bird also has found a house,  

  And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young,  

  Even Your altars, O LORD of hosts,  

  My King and my God. 

 4 How blessed are those who dwell in Your house!  

  They are ever praising You. Selah. 

 5 How blessed is the man whose strength is in You,  

  In whose heart are the highways to Zion! 

 6 Passing through the valley of Baca they make it a spring;  

  The early rain also covers it with blessings. 

 7 They go from strength to strength,  

  Every one of them appears before God in Zion. 

 8 O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;  

  Give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah. 

 9 Behold our shield, O God,  

  And look upon the face of Your anointed. 

 10 For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand outside.  

  I would rather stand at the threshold of the house of my God  

  Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

 11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield;  

  The LORD gives grace and glory;  

  No good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly. 

 12 O LORD of hosts,  

  How blessed is the man who trusts in You! 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. “Blessed are Those who Dwell in Your House” (84:1-4). 
  “How lovely is Your tabernacle (v1), ...the courts of the Lord (v2), ...Your house” (v4).  All of these  
  terms refer to the dwelling place of the Lord, which was the temple from the time of Solomon. 
  [v3]  “...the sparrow... the swallow...” nested there.   This would certainly refer to the temple rather  
  than the tent tabernacle.  These shy birds would seek a quiet and peaceful place to nest, and   
  represents the peace that the psalmist attributes to those who came to God’s house. 
  [v4]  “Blessed are those who dwell in Your house...”  Those who dwell in God’s house, continue to  
  worship and praise Him in their lives. 
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 B. “Blessed is the Man whose Strength is in You” (84:5-8). 
  [v5]  “...whose heart is set on a PILGRIMAGE.”  The KJV may be preferred here as it says, “in whose 
  heart is the WAYS of them.”  Strong’s Greek Lexicon translates the word as “a thoroughfare literally or 
  figuratively; specifically a viaduct, a staircase.” 
  [v6]  “...they pass through the Valley of Baca...”  Baca means “weeping” and we know of no   
  geographic place by this name, but it seems to be poetic language to refer to any time of sorrow for a 
  child of God. 
 C. “Blessed is the Man that Trusts in You” (84:9-12). 
  [v9]  “...behold our shield...the face of the anointed.”  Many want to make shield apply to the kings of 
  Israel who were anointed king.  But v11 in the context clearly says that “the Lord God is a sun and  
  shield.” 
  [v10]  “...a day in Your courts is better than a thousand.”  We might well apply this to our time and say 
  that a day in worship is worth a thousand at the beach! 
   “I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.”  
  This was one of the special duties of the sons of Korah (1Chr. 9:19), who wrote this psalm.  One might 
  apply it today as one who renders a small service to the children of God.  Matthew 25:34-40; “tents of 
  wickedness” may apply to what we call tents, or to a house or palace. 
  [v11]  “...the Lord will give grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from those who walk  
  uprightly.”   Receiving good things from God is conditioned on one walking uprightly.  This is the way 
  one trusts in God (see v12). 
 
 
 


