
PSALM 82 
Unjust Judgments Rebuked 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. A Psalm of Asaph.  “A Denunciation of Israel’s Evil Judges.” 
 B. Some interpret this psalm to refer to angels, whom they believe that God put in charge of the earth.  
  But the NT teaches that Satan and his angels rule this world.  In Eph. 2:2 Satan is referred to as “the 
  prince of the power of the air.”  Jesus refers to Satan as “ruler of this world” three times:  Jn. 12:31; 
  14:30; 16:11.  In Luke’s account of the temptation of Jesus after His baptism, Satan showed Jesus “all 
  the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  Then the devil said to Him, ‘all this authority I will give 
  You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.  Therefore, if 
  You will worship before me, all will be Yours.’”  In Lk. 4:5-7  Jesus did not deny that the devil had this
  authority. 
 C. The part of this psalm that many use to claim that angels rule the world is 82:6:  “I said, Ye are gods, 
  and all of you sons of the Most High.”  This interpretation is based on a misinterpretation of Gen. 6:2 
  where “sons of God” are considered to be angels that mated with women and had giants for offspring.  
  But men who serve God are called His children much more than angels.  Also, Jesus quoted 82:6 and 
  applied it to those to whom the word of God came.  See Jn. 10:34-36.  In Jn. 10:34 Jesus called the 
  Psalms “your law.”  And they are quoted to prove doctrine more than any other book of the OT. 
 D. Coffman divides this short psalm into three parts: 
  1. The Introduction, or Exordium 
  2. The Denunciations and Warnings 
  3. The Conclusion 
 
THE TEXT. 
 82:1 God takes His stand in His own congregation;  

  He judges in the midst of the rulers. 

 2 How long will you judge unjustly  

  And show partiality to the wicked? Selah. 

 3 Vindicate the weak and fatherless;  

  Do justice to the afflicted and destitute. 

 4 Rescue the weak and needy;  

  Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked. 

 5 They do not know nor do they understand;  

  They walk about in darkness;  

  All the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 6 I said, “You are gods,  

  And all of you are sons of the Most High. 

 7 “Nevertheless you will die like men  

  And fall like any one of the princes.” 

 8 Arise, O God, judge the earth!  

  For it is You who possesses all the nations. 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. The Introduction, or Exordium. 
  [v1]  Coffman suggests that “the gods” here that God judges are the same ones referred to in 82:6:  
  the judges of leaders of Israel who are ruling unjustly. 
 B. The Denunciations and Warnings. 
  [v2]  “How long will you JUDGE UNJUSTLY, and SHOW PARTIALITY TO THE WICKED.”  Here he 
  identifies clearly, the ones the psalm is about. 
  [v3,4]  “Defend...do justice...deliver...free them...”  These are God’s instructions to those who lead and 
  rule.  Those with authority should focus on the needs of those they are responsible for. 



 

 2 

  [v5]  “They do not know, nor do they understand...”  This is a general description that fits the selfish 
  and self-centered.  Selfishness is not satisfying, does not bring happiness, and in the end they will  
  reap what they are sowing.  Truly, “they walk about in darkness.”  These Jewish leaders remind us of 
  the ones that opposed Jesus in His personal ministry. 
  [v6,7]  “...Ye are gods...nevertheless, ye shall die like men...”  Those who exalt themselves and seek 
  the praise of men shall be brought low, even to the grave and final judgment. 
 C. The Conclusion. 
  [v8]  “Arise... judge the earth...”  It is a common image in the Scriptures for the righteous to cry out to 
  God for judgment, and for the wicked to fear it (see Rev. 6:9,10). 
 
 
 


