
PSALM 68 
The God of Sinai and of the Sanctuary 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. From Roy H. Enoch (4-19-95). 
 B. To the Chief Musician.  A Psalm of David.  A Song.  “God’s Triumphal Procession” 
 C. Coffman begins his discussion of this psalm with this note:  “Many scholars have commented on the 
  difficulty of this psalm; many of the passages have apparently been damaged in transition; and  
  practically all versions rely somewhat heavily on emendations in order to provide a readable   
  translation in English.  A number of passages may be understood in several different ways.” 
 D. Yet, this psalm is one on the most splendid and magnificent songs of triumph in the entire OT. 
 E. The occasion of this beautiful song is not identified, but Coffman says that the comments of Derek  
  Kidner is appropriate:  “David’s procession with the ark, ‘from the house of Obed-Edom to the city of 
  David with rejoicing’ (2Sam. 6:12) may have been the occasion for which this psalm was composed.  It 
  opens with an echo of the words with which the ark set out on all its journeys (Num. 10:35), and finds 
  its climax in God’s ascent of the ‘high mount’ which he has chosen for His dwelling.” 
 F. Coffman chooses Anthony Ash’s 11 divisions for the psalm. 
 
THE TEXT. 
 Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered,  

  And let those who hate Him flee before Him. 

 2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away;  

  As wax melts before the fire,  

  So let the wicked perish before God. 

 3 But let the righteous be glad; let them exult before God;  

  Yes, let them rejoice with gladness. 

 4 Sing to God, sing praises to His name;  

  Lift up a song for Him who rides through the deserts,  

  Whose name is the LORD, and exult before Him. 

 5 A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows,  

  Is God in His holy habitation. 

 6 God makes a home for the lonely;  

  He leads out the prisoners into prosperity,  

  Only the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 

 7 O God, when You went forth before Your people,  

  When You marched through the wilderness, Selah. 

 8 The earth quaked;  

  The heavens also dropped rain at the presence of God;  

  Sinai itself quaked at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

 9 You shed abroad a plentiful rain, O God;  

  You confirmed Your inheritance when it was parched. 

 10 Your creatures settled in it;  

  You provided in Your goodness for the poor, O God. 

 11 The Lord gives the command;  

  The women who proclaim the good tidings are a great host: 

 12 “Kings of armies flee, they flee,  

  And she who remains at home will divide the spoil!” 

 13 When you lie down among the sheepfolds,  

  You are like the wings of a dove covered with silver,  

  And its pinions with glistening gold. 

 14 When the Almighty scattered the kings there,  

  It was snowing in Zalmon. 

 15 A mountain of God is the mountain of Bashan;  

  A mountain of many peaks is the mountain of Bashan. 

 16 Why do you look with envy, O mountains with many peaks,  

  At the mountain which God has desired for His abode?  
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  Surely the LORD will dwell there forever. 

 17 The chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands;  

  The Lord is among them as at Sinai, in holiness. 

 18 You have ascended on high, You have led captive Your captives;  

  You have received gifts among men,  

  Even among the rebellious also, that the LORD God may dwell there. 

 19 Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears our burden,  

  The God who is our salvation. Selah. 

 20 God is to us a God of deliverances;  

  And to GOD the Lord belong escapes from death. 

 21 Surely God will shatter the head of His enemies,  

  The hairy crown of him who goes on in his guilty deeds. 

 22 The Lord said, “I will bring them back from Bashan.  

  I will bring them back from the depths of the sea; 

 23 That your foot may shatter them in blood,  

  The tongue of your dogs may have its portion from your enemies.” 

 24 They have seen Your procession, O God,  

  The procession of my God, my King, into the sanctuary. 

 25 The singers went on, the musicians after them,  

  In the midst of the maidens beating tambourines. 

 26 Bless God in the congregations,  

  Even the LORD, you who are of the fountain of Israel. 

 27 There is Benjamin, the youngest, ruling them,  

  The princes of Judah in their throng,  

  The princes of Zebulun, the princes of Naphtali. 

 28 Your God has commanded your strength;  

  Show Yourself strong, O God, who have acted on our behalf. 

 29 Because of Your temple at Jerusalem  

  Kings will bring gifts to You. 

 30 Rebuke the beasts in the reeds,  

  The herd of bulls with the calves of the peoples,  

  Trampling under foot the pieces of silver;  

  He has scattered the peoples who delight in war. 

 31 Envoys will come out of Egypt;  

  Ethiopia will quickly stretch out her hands to God. 

 32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth,  

  Sing praises to the Lord, Selah. 

 33 To Him who rides upon the highest heavens, which are from ancient times;  

  Behold, He speaks forth with His voice, a mighty voice. 

 34 Ascribe strength to God;  

  His majesty is over Israel  

  And His strength is in the skies. 

 35 O God, You are awesome from Your sanctuary.  

  The God of Israel Himself gives strength and power to the people.  

  Blessed be God! 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. Prayer to God to Scatter His Enemies which will cause the Righteous to Rejoice (68:1,2). 
  [v1,2]  “...as smoke...as wax...” describes God’s enemies as insignificant. 
 B. God is Extolled as the Helper of the Helpless (68:3-6). 
  [v4]  “...extol Him who rides on the clouds...” (NKJ), (NIV); “...cast up a highway for Him that rideth  
  through the deserts...” (ASV); “...extol Him who rideth upon the heavens...” (KJV);  “...lift up {a song} 
  for Him who rides through the deserts...” (NAS).   This variation in translation illustrates the difficulty 
  that translators have with the text of parts of this psalm.  Regardless of the exact imagery that the  
  translators choose, we can still see the beautiful exalting of God in praise. 
   “...His name YAH” (NKJ);  “JAH” (KJV);  “Lord” (NAS), (NIV);  “Jehovah” (ASV), is a shortened 
  version of “Yehwah,” the common form of Jehovah. 
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  [v5]  “...is God in His holy habitation.”   Jerusalem was known after the time of David as the “city of  
  God.” 
  [v6]  “God sets the solitary in families...but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.”  He gives appropriate 
  rewards. 
 C. God’s Procession Began with the Exodus (68:6-10). 
  [v7]  “...when You marched through the wilderness...” seems to refer to the 40 years of 
  wanderings before entering Canaan. 
  [v8-10]  “...the heavens dropped rain...a plentiful rain...”  This may refer to the manna which God  
  rained down from heaven and which represents all of the abundant blessings that God gives to sustain 
  His people. 
 D. The Kingdoms of Canaan Defeated (68:11-14). 
  This section is generally acknowledged as the most difficult to translate and understand.  There are 
  many words added by translators to try to express the meaning, and considerable variation of   
  translation.  Coffman suggests that the comments of M’Caw in the New Bible Commentary Revised 
  fits the passage as well as any he found: 
   “A great host of women shouted God’s praises as they accompanied the ark to Jerusalem  
  (68:11).  Their chants consisted of disjointed sentences; some cried one thing, some another,   
  snatches of old war songs (68:12-13), fragments of unpreserved psalms (68: 18) and festive folk  
  songs (68:13).  All of these are woven together so as to create a sense of pageantry enriched by  
  memory, just as modern radio and TV documentaries are able to evoke a certain frame of mind by a 
  series of impressions swiftly and successively faded in and out.” 
 E. Glory to God’s Dwelling Place in Zion (68:15,16). 
  Coffman suggests that the meaning of these verses is that the mountains of the earth are jealous  
  because God has chosen the relatively small mountain of Zion as His dwelling place. 
  [v15]  “A mountain of God is the mountain of Bashan...”  This does not say that THE mountain of  
  Bashan is THE mountain of God, but “A mountain of Bashan,” probably Mt. Hermon, the tallest peak in 
  the area on the north edge of Bashan.  It was “a mountain of God” because He created it. 
 F. God Leading a Mighty Host to Victory (68:17,18). 
  [v17]  “The chariots of God...the Lord is among them as in Sinai, in the Holy Place.”  Their procession 
  with the ark being carried to Jerusalem is likened to the army accompanying a king and they   
  recognized that God was with them and approved the move of the ark and the new dwelling place. 
  [v18]  We are probably most familiar with this verse from Paul’s quotation: Eph. 4:8;  Therefore He  
  says: “When He ascended on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts tomen.” (NKJ)  The psalm 
  says “You have received gifts among men...”  It is the picture of a conquering king ascending to his 
  throne in victory with captives and the plunder of the conquered nations.  Paul pictures the Christ as 
  having conquered death and then “giving gifts to men” as the spiritual blessings in the church and the 
  promise of heaven. 
 G. Blessing the God Who Saves (68:19,20). 
  [v19]  “Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with benefits...”  We should never fail to praise God by 
  remembering what He does for us.  “...the God of our salvation.”  His spiritual blessings should be  
  appreciated the most. 
  [v20]  “...to God the Lord belong escapes from death.”  This may refer to deliverances from enemies 
  and sickness, but the ultimate escape is in the resurrection and eternal life in heaven. 
 H. Praising God for His Victory over Enemies (68:21-23). 
  Self-justifying worldly people see statements like these as cruel and harsh, but those who have the  
  mind of Christ see how horrible and unspeakable it is to reject God, to sin and rebel against His word.  
  Our judgment is a reflection of our own standards and our conduct. 
  [v21]  “...the hairy scalp of the one who still goes on in his trespasses.”  This expression reminds some 
  of Absalom’s rebellion and how he was caught in the branches of the oak by his heavy hair. 
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  [v22]  “...from Bashan...from the depths of the sea...”  There is no place where the wicked can hide 
  from God’s wrath and punishment. 
 I. Personal Participation (68:24-27). 
  [v24]  “...the procession of my God...into the sanctuary.”  This certainly fits the occasion of the ark  
  being brought from Obed-Edom to the sanctuary of the tabernacle that David had erected in Zion. 
  [v25-27]  “The singers...the players on instruments... the maidens... the congregation... Benjamin... 
  Judah... Zebulun... Naphtali.”  All of these seem to stand for “the fountain of Israel” or the entire nation. 
 J. Prayer for God to Destroy Enemies (68:28-31). 
  [v29]  “Because of Your temple at Jerusalem...”  David had in mind to build God a temple in   
  Jerusalem, and this may be in reference to those intentions.  “...kings will bring presents to You.”   
  During the time of Solomon this was especially fulfilled when the nations brought great gifts to honor 
  the king and his God. 
 K. Praise the Powerful and Awesome God of Israel (68:32-35). 
  [v32,33]  “Sing to God...to Him who rides on the heaven of heavens...”  The pagan deity Baal was  
  honored by his worshippers as the one “who rideth upon the clouds”, but the God of the universe is 
  honored as one who rides above the clouds. 
  [v34]  “Ascribe strength to God...”  Not only Israel, but all nations had seen or heard of God’s mighty 
  works. 
  [v35]  “O God, You are more AWESOME than your holy places.”  This word is usually translated  
  “terrible” as in the KJV and ASV.  Once in the KJV it is translated “reverend” (Psa. 111.9). 
 
 
 


