
PSALM 66 
Praise for God’s Mighty Deeds and for His Answer to Prayer. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. From Roy H. Enoch (4-12-95). 
 B. To the Chief Musician.   A Song.  A Psalm.  “Let all the earth praise God.” 
 C. Some require that we see two psalms here:  The first 12 verses as a deliverance of the nation, and the 
  second beginning with 66:13 as deliverance of an individual. 
 D. Coffman suggests that the Lord’s deliverance of Israel from the great army of Sennacherib in 2Kgs. 19 
  could well be referred to in the first part, with Hezekiah being given 15 more years to live after the  
  prophet had told him to prepare to die, in chapter 20, could be the reason for thanksgiving in the last 
  part. 
 E. It would not have to be this specific event, as a king would have a similar gratitude when the nation 
  was delivered, as he should feel a personal deliverance as well. 
 F. Coffman divides the psalm into four divisions. 
  I. The whole world is summonsed to celebrate the grand deliverance of Israel (66:1-4). 
  II. God’s mighty deeds of the past are recalled (66:5-7). 
  III. This special grand deliverance (66:8-12). 
  IV. The gratitude of the psalmist himself (66:13-20). 
 
THE TEXT. 
 66:1 Shout joyfully to God, all the earth; 

 2 Sing the glory of His name;  

  Make His praise glorious. 

 3 Say to God, “How awesome are Your works!  

  Because of the greatness of Your power Your enemies will give feigned obedience to You. 

 4 “All the earth will worship You,  

  And will sing praises to You;  

  They will sing praises to Your name.” Selah. 

 5 Come and see the works of God,  

  Who is awesome in His deeds toward the sons of men. 

 6 He turned the sea into dry land;  

  They passed through the river on foot;  

  There let us rejoice in Him! 

 7 He rules by His might forever;  

  His eyes keep watch on the nations;  

  Let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah. 

 8 Bless our God, O peoples,  

  And sound His praise abroad, 

 9 Who keeps us in life  

  And does not allow our feet to slip. 

 10 For You have tried us, O God;  

  You have refined us as silver is refined. 

 11 You brought us into the net;  

  You laid an oppressive burden upon our loins. 

 12 You made men ride over our heads;  

  We went through fire and through water,  

  Yet You brought us out into a place of abundance. 

 13 I shall come into Your house with burnt offerings;  

  I shall pay You my vows, 

 14 Which my lips uttered  

  And my mouth spoke when I was in distress. 

 15 I shall offer to You burnt offerings of fat beasts,  

  With the smoke of rams;  

  I shall make an offering of bulls with male goats. Selah. 
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 16 Come and hear, all who fear God,  

  And I will tell of what He has done for my soul. 

 17 I cried to Him with my mouth,  

  And He was extolled with my tongue. 

 18 If I regard wickedness in my heart,  

  The Lord will not hear; 

 19 But certainly God has heard;  

  He has given heed to the voice of my prayer. 

 20 Blessed be God,  

  Who has not turned away my prayer  

  Nor His lovingkindness from me. 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. The Whole World is Summoned to Celebrate the Grand Deliverance of Israel. 
  [v1]  “Make a joyful noise...”  Coffman suggests that the joy of celebration was so great that just  
  beautiful music was not enough to express their jubilation. 
   “...all the earth!”  Just rejoicing among themselves seem inadequate, so they want the news  
  spread to all of the earth that they may join in the praise and exhalation of the God of Heaven Who  
  delivers.  This would be especially appropriate if it was the destruction of Sennacherib’s army which 
  had been a world-wide plague. 
  [v4]  “All the earth shall worship thee...”  If the whole earth heard of God’s punishment of the   
  Assyrians, they would want to worship such a God. 
 B. God’s Mighty Deeds of the Past Recalled. 
  [v5]  “Come and see the works of God...”  His past blessings for His people are recounted as a setting 
  for this deliverance. 
  [v6]  “He turned the sea into dry land; they went through the river on foot.”  This seems to refer to His 
  deliverance of Israel from Egypt through the Red Sea and crossing Jordan at flood season to enter  
  Canaan. 
  [v7]  “His eyes observe the nations; do not let the rebellious exalt themselves.”   This is an appropriate 
  warning to the nations that they not become like the Assyrians and oppress others. 
 C. This Special Grand Deliverance. 
  [v8]  “Bless OUR God, YOU peoples!”  This seems an appropriate distinction between Israel and the 
  Gentile nations that are invited to rejoice at their deliverance.  It was not the gods that they worshiped 
  that had done this.  (Leupold wrote that “the deliverance wrought in Hezekiah’s day (by the death of 
  the Assyrian army) furnishes a suitable background for every figure used in 66:8-12.”) 
  [v9]  “Who keeps our soul among the living, and does not allow our feet to be moved.”  Despite all of 
  the threats of Rabshakeh, the Commander of the great Assyrian army, the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
  did not lose hope in God. 
  [v12]  “...but you brought us out to rich fulfillment.”  Regardless of the hardship that they had to  
  endure, God gave them a full deliverance, and the plunder of the mighty army, if it was the incident of 
  Hezekiah. 
 D. The gratitude of the Psalmist Himself. 
  [v13-16]  “I will go into Your house...I will pay my vows...I will offer...I will declare...”   The future tenses 
  indicate that the psalmist writes this psalm of thanksgiving even before he does these other acts of  
  gratitude. 
   “I will pay my vows, which my lips have uttered...when I was in trouble.”  Many individuals have 
  made solemn promises when they were in anxiety over some distress.  Coffman quotes an ancient  
  proverb which describes this: 
   “The devil was sick; the devil a saint would be; 
   The devil was well; and the devil of a saint was he!” 
  But this psalmist publicly declares his intention to do what he vowed. 
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  [v18]  “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear.”  It was universally recognized by God’s 
  people that God would not listen to a prayer when one was continuing in sin.  That is why the Jewish 
  teachers could not argue with the statement of the blind man:  Jo. 9:31. 
  [v20]  “Blessed be God, who has not turned away my prayer...”  In 66:19-20 he rightly concludes that 
  God has accepted him. 
 
 
 


