
PSALM 59 
Prayer for Deliverance from Enemies. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. To the Chief Musician.  Set to “Do Not Destroy.”  A Michtam of David when Saul sent men, and they 
  watched the house in order to kill him (1Sam. 19:11-18). 
 B. David’s victory over Goliath in chapter 17 made him popular with the people who sang, “Saul has slain 
  his thousands, and David his ten thousands”  (1Sam. 18:7).  Saul then began to try to kill David,  
  throwing a spear at him twice, tried to get him killed by the Philistines, and finally sent a group of  
  soldiers to surround David’s house to kill him.  His wife, Saul’s daughter, warned him and let him down 
  through a window to escape, then made a dummy for his bed. 
 C. This incident is the earliest in the life of David with his conflicts with Saul that we have a psalm written 
  about. 
 D. The psalm divides naturally into four parts:  two parts end with the word “sela” and the other two parts 
  end with a refrain. 
 
THE TEXT. 
 59:1 Deliver me from my enemies, O my God;  

  Set me securely on high away from those who rise up against me. 

 2 Deliver me from those who do iniquity  

  And save me from men of bloodshed. 

 3 For behold, they have set an ambush for my life;  

  Fierce men launch an attack against me,  

  Not for my transgression nor for my sin, O LORD, 

 4 For no guilt of mine, they run and set themselves against me.  

  Arouse Yourself to help me, and see! 

 5 You, O LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel,  

  Awake to punish all the nations;  

  Do not be gracious to any who are treacherous in iniquity. Selah. 

 6 They return at evening, they howl like a dog,  

  And go around the city. 

 7 Behold, they belch forth with their mouth;  

  Swords are in their lips,  

  For, they say, “Who hears?” 

 8 But You, O LORD, laugh at them;  

  You scoff at all the nations. 

 9 Because of his strength I will watch for You,  

  For God is my stronghold. 

 10 My God in His lovingkindness will meet me;  

  God will let me look triumphantly upon my foes. 

 11 Do not slay them, or my people will forget;  

  Scatter them by Your power, and bring them down,  

  O Lord, our shield. 

 12 On account of the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips,  

  Let them even be caught in their pride,  

  And on account of curses and lies which they utter. 

 13 Destroy them in wrath, destroy them that they may be no more;  

  That men may know that God rules in Jacob  

  To the ends of the earth. Selah. 

 14 They return at evening, they howl like a dog,  

  And go around the city. 

 15 They wander about for food  

  And growl if they are not satisfied. 

 16 But as for me, I shall sing of Your strength;  

  Yes, I shall joyfully sing of Your lovingkindness in the morning,  

  For You have been my stronghold  
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  And a refuge in the day of my distress. 

 17 O my strength, I will sing praises to You;  

  For God is my stronghold, the God who shows me lovingkindness. 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. Paragraph 1. 
  [v1,2]  Four words or phrases give David’s cry to the Lord:  “Deliver,” “defend,” “deliver,” and “save.”  
  He also describes those against him as “enemies,” “those who rise up against me,” “workers of  
  iniquity,” and “bloodthirsty men.” 
  [v3]  “...they lie in wait for my life; the mighty gather against me...”  David must have felt very much  
  alone with the king and his army after him to kill him.  But he was not without hope because God was 
  with him. 
  [v3,4]  “...not for my transgression nor for my sin...through no fault of mine.”  It is easier to accept  
  pursuit when we can understand the reason for it. 
  [v5]  “...O Lord God of hosts...awake to punish...”  He was David’s trust and only hope. 
  [v6]  “...like a dog...”  his enemies are described as lurking, dogs who were seeking David’s life. 
  [v7]  “...they belch with their mouth; swords are in their lips...” this obviously refers to the slanderous, 
  derogatory tales that are being told against him, and they are not afraid of God:  “Who hears?” 
  [v8]  “But You, O Lord, shall laugh at them;”  Does God ever laugh at our plans, emphasis and  
  activities? 
 B. Paragraph 2. 
  [v9]  David’s trust was in the Lord, “O You his Strength; for God is my defense.” 
  [v11]  “Do not slay them, lest my people forget...”  Subduing them would be a better object lesson than 
  destruction.  “...my people...”  Some have taken this expression to mean that David is king when he 
  writes this psalm, but it was his nation when he was born into it just is the family of Jessie was “his  
  family” without his being the head of the family. 
  [v12]  “...sin of their mouth...words of their lips...cursing and lying...”  Much of their sin was in what  
  they said about him.  We need to realize that much of our sin may be in what we say. 
  [v13]  “Consume them...”  It is righteous to pray for God’s punishment upon the wicked. 
  [v14,15]  “...growl like a dog...and howl...”  He continues the figure of his enemies being like the  
  unclean scavenger dogs of a city that can be very vicious and cunning. 
 C. Paragraph 3. 
  [v16,17]  “But I will sing of Your power...for you have been my defense and refuge in the day of  
  trouble.”  Even in the face of our enemies we can have hope and sing God’s praises if our faith and 
  gratitude is strong. 
 
 
 


