
PSALM 50 
God the Judge of the Righteous and the Wicked. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. A Psalm of Asaph.  “A Prophetic Glimpse of the Eternal Judgment.” 
 B. This is the first of 12 psalms attributed to Asaph.  The other 11 are Psa. 72-82 at the beginning of  
  Book Three.  Concerning Asaph see 1Chron. 16:5; 2Chron. 29:30.  So Asaph was a seer or inspired 
  prophet who wrote songs.  Oh, to know more about this man of God! 
 C. This psalm was written to Israel, but the language is in harmony with what the NT tells us about the 
  final judgment.  Therefore, Coffman applies it to the final judgment in the title of the psalm.  It is also in 
  harmony with Jesus’ statement about the judgment in Jn. 5:22.  God, who judges, is Jehovah or Lord, 
  God the Son. 
 D. Coffman uses the following headings for the psalm: 
  1. God’s Summons of All Nations to Judgment (50:1-6). 
  2. Judgment Begins at the House of God (50:7-15). 
  3. The Wicked Are Then Judged (50:16-21). 
  4. Both Classes Are Addressed (50:22,23). 
 
THE TEXT. 
 50:1 The Mighty One, God, the LORD, has spoken,  

  And summoned the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,  

  God has shone forth. 

 3 May our God come and not keep silence;  

  Fire devours before Him,  

  And it is very tempestuous around Him. 

 4 He summons the heavens above,  

  And the earth, to judge His people: 

 5 “Gather My godly ones to Me,  

  Those who have made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.” 

 6 And the heavens declare His righteousness,  

  For God Himself is judge. Selah. 

 7 “Hear, O My people, and I will speak;  

  O Israel, I will testify against you;  

  I am God, your God. 

 8 “I do not reprove you for your sacrifices,  

  And your burnt offerings are continually before Me. 

 9 “I shall take no young bull out of your house  

  Nor male goats out of your folds. 

 10 “For every beast of the forest is Mine,  

  The cattle on a thousand hills. 

 11 “I know every bird of the mountains,  

  And everything that moves in the field is Mine. 

 12 “If I were hungry I would not tell you,  

  For the world is Mine, and all it contains. 

 13 “Shall I eat the flesh of bulls  

  Or drink the blood of male goats? 

 14 “Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving  

  And pay your vows to the Most High; 

 15 Call upon Me in the day of trouble;  

  I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.” 

 16 But to the wicked God says,  

  “What right have you to tell of My statutes  

  And to take My covenant in your mouth? 

 17 “For you hate discipline,  

  And you cast My words behind you. 
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 18 “When you see a thief, you are pleased with him,  

  And you associate with adulterers. 

 19 “You let your mouth loose in evil  

  And your tongue frames deceit. 

 20 “You sit and speak against your brother;  

  You slander your own mother’s son. 

 21 “These things you have done and I kept silence;  

  You thought that I was just like you;  

  I will reprove you and state the case in order before your eyes. 

 22 “Now consider this, you who forget God,  

  Or I will tear you in pieces, and there will be none to deliver. 

 23 “He who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors Me;  

  And to him who orders his way aright  

  I shall show the salvation of God.” 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. God’s Summons of all Nations to Judgment (50:1-6). 
  [v1]  “The Mighty One, God, Jehovah...”  These three designations for God is typical of the way the 
  Jews addressed Him.  In the Hebrew:  El, Elohim, and Jehovah are all common references to His  
  nature.  (Five different terms are used for God in Gen. 49:24-25.) 
  [v1]  “...has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its going down.”  Many suggest that this is  
  only God’s judgment on Israel, but the text says the whole earth. 
  [v2,3]  “Out of Zion....Our God shall come...a fire shall devour before Him,...”  Zion was the part of  
  Jerusalem where the King lived:  it was the seat of government.  The temple complex was on Mt.  
  Moriah, and the seat of worship.  Sometimes these distinctions are not made and Zion refers to all of 
  Jerusalem, the city of God.  See Isa. 2:3.  For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the 
  LORD from Jerusalem.  God’s Judgment came forth from Zion, from whence the Gospel went forth. 
  (Jn. 12:48). 
  [v4,5]  “Gather My saints together to Me...”  Sounds much like Jesus’ description of the Judgment in 
  Mt. 13 when He explained the parable of the tares or weeds in the wheat (Mt. 13:41-43). 
 B. Judgment Begins at the House of God (50:7-15). 
  [v7]  “Hear, O My people...O Israel...”  This is addressed to God’s people, Israel, but Christians are the 
  Israel of God today.  The principle of worship stated here is emphasized in the NT. 
  [v8]  “I will not rebuke you for your sacrifices...which are continually before Me.”  God did not condemn 
  them for neglecting to continually offer the sacrifices He had commanded.  This is similar to Jesus’  
  letter to the church at Ephesus in Rev. 2:1-7. 
  [v9-13]  He has conceded their continual offerings, but says that He will not accept them.  They are 
  not offered with the right spirit or attitude.  See Jn. 4:23,24. 
  [v14,15]  He then tells them what He wants: 
  1. “Offer to God thanksgiving” (14). 
  2. “Pay your vows to the Most High” (14). 
  3. “Call on Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and” 
  4. “You shall glorify Me” (15). 
  God wants the worship to be from love, faithfulness and gratitude. 
 C. The Wicked are Then Judged (50:16-21). 
  [v16]  “But to the wicked God says:”  From the things He says, these are the wicked who are religious 
  but insincere.  They seem to be “saying religious things” but have not had enough respect for God’s 
  word to try to understand what God means by it. 
   God is not judging His people here, but “the wicked.”  These may claim to be His people, but their 
  hypocrisy shows that they are truly of the world.  Jesus’ most severe condemnation was of religious 
  leaders who were self-righteous teachers and did not practice what they taught (Mt. 23).  James gives 
  a similar warning in Jas. 3:1. 
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  [v21]  “...I kept silent; you thought that I was altogether like you...”  Many assume that God approves 
  what they do because He does not punish immediately. 
 D. Both Classes are Addressed (50:22-23). 
  [v22]  The wicked are warned that God will punish and none can deliver. 
  [v23]  The one who worships God sincerely with love and obedience will be blessed eternally. 
 
 
 


