
PSALM 48 
The Beauty and Glory of Zion. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. A Song.  A Psalm of the sons of Korah.  “The Beauty and Glory of Zion” 
 B. Coffman says, “This psalm, with Psalms 46,47 forms a trilogy.  All three seem to reflect the euphoria of 
  Israel following the miraculous deliverance from the army of Sennacherib.”  He then quotes the New 
  Bible Commentary, “Psalm 46 extolled the deliverance; Psalm 47 extolled the power and Majesty of 
  Him who wrought it; and Psalm 48 describes the glory of the city which God has so marvelously  
  preserved.” 
 C. Leupold divides the psalm thus: 
  1. Zion’s glory is the indwelling of the Lord (48:1-3). 
  2. A recent instance of God’s protection (48:4-8). 
  3. An exhortation to praise the Lord for His judgments (48:9-11). 
  4. The glories of Zion to be transmitted to posterity (48:12-14). 
 
THE TEXT. 
 48:1 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,  

  In the city of our God, His holy mountain. 

 2 Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth,  

  Is Mount Zion in the far north,  

  The city of the great King. 

 3 God, in her palaces,  

  Has made Himself known as a stronghold. 

 4 For, lo, the kings assembled themselves,  

  They passed by together. 

 5 They saw it, then they were amazed;  

  They were terrified, they fled in alarm. 

 6 Panic seized them there,  

  Anguish, as of a woman in childbirth. 

 7 With the east wind  

  You break the ships of Tarshish. 

 8 As we have heard, so have we seen  

  In the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God;  

  God will establish her forever. Selah. 

 9 We have thought on Your lovingkindness, O God,  

  In the midst of Your temple. 

 10 As is Your name, O God,  

  So is Your praise to the ends of the earth;  

  Your right hand is full of righteousness. 

 11 Let Mount Zion be glad,  

  Let the daughters of Judah rejoice  

  Because of Your judgments. 

 12 Walk about Zion and go around her;  

  Count her towers; 

 13 Consider her ramparts;  

  Go through her palaces,  

  That you may tell it to the next generation. 

 14 For such is God,  

  Our God forever and ever;  

  He will guide us until death. 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. Zion’s Glory is the Indwelling of the Lord (48:1-3). 
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    [v1]  “Great is the Lord...”  reminds us of the frenzy of the unruly mob at Ephesus called together by 
  Demetrius the silversmith:  Acts 19:34. 
  [v1]  “...in the city of our God, in His holy mountain.”  It was the “city of God” not because He was  
  praised there, but because He resided there, as His temple represented His presence. 
  [v2]  “Beautiful in elevation,...” being on a mountain gave it majesty that was greatly admired and had 
  a great military advantage. 
 B. A Recent Instant of God’s Protection (48:4-8). 
  [v4]  “...the kings assembled, they passed by together.”  Some have objected that Sennacherib was 
  the only king of Assyria at this time, but Isaiah explained the sense in which this statement was  
  actually true.  Isa. 10:8 says, “Are not my princes altogether kings?” 
  [v8]  “...God will establish it forever.”  The Jews drew some conclusions from this statement which are 
  unfounded.  They thought that it was not only a promise that the physical city would never be   
  destroyed, but that their nation would last forever.  The “New Jerusalem” is eternal and “spiritual  
  Israel” is God’s people forever and described by Paul to the Romans:  Romans 2:28-29 
 C. An Exhortation to Praise the Lord for His Judgments (84:9-11). 
  [v10]  “According to Your name, O God, so is Your praise to the ends of the earth....”  God’s name is 
  praised to the extent that His people declare His glory and praise.  Sometimes His people are not as 
  bold to declare his praise as the world is to blaspheme and profane His name. 
  [v11]  “...let the daughters of Judah be glad...”  This refers to the villages and cities around the area of 
  Jerusalem. 
 D. The Glories of Zion to be Transmitted to Posterity (84:12-14). 
  [v12-14]  “Walk about Zion...count her towers...her bulwarks...her palaces...”  If the physical   
  characteristics that were admired were to be told to coming generations, how much more were they to 
  tell of the glory of God forever and ever. 
 
 
 


