
PSALM 44 
Former Deliverances and Present Troubles. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. From Roy H. Enoch (6-22-94). 
 B. A Contemplation of the sons of Korah.  “The Mystery of God’s Suffering Saints” 
 C. This psalm has a very different tone and theme from most of those we have studied so far.  It seems 
  that the nation  has suffered a great defeat and do not understand why God allowed them to be  
  oppressed since they think that they are righteous, faithful to His law and still faithful in the sufferings 
  that they are enduring. 
 D. There seems to be no evidence to support any date suggested from the time of David to the period 
  between the testaments.  It is appropriate anytime that men believe that they are oppressed w/o  
  deserving it.  Paul quotes 44:22 in Rom. 8:36 when describing the sufferings of the righteous. 
 E. Therefore, we must realize that there are reasons for suffering that we do not understand. 
  1. We are not as innocent as we may believe. 
  2. Sometimes the innocent do suffer because of the behavior of others. 
  3. There are blessings in sufferings: 
   a. Being tested develops endurance and strength (Jas.1:2,3). 
   b. It shows the strength of our faith. 
   c. It helps us sympathize w/others who suffer. 
   d. It makes us thankful for relief and deliverance. 
 F. But the lament in this psalm over suffering by the faithful, which they do not understand, is something 
  all can identify within any age. 
 G. Anthony Ash in the Living Word Commentary gives the following headings: 
  1. The Happy Past under God’s Blessings (1-8). 
  2. A Description of the Miserable Present (9-16). 
  3. A Profession of Innocence, But Acknowledgment of God’s Justice (17-22). 
  4. An Impassioned Closing Prayer (23-26). 
 
THE TEXT. 
 44:1 O God, we have heard with our ears,  

  Our fathers have told us  

  The work that You did in their days,  

  In the days of old. 

 2 You with Your own hand drove out the nations;  

  Then You planted them;  

  You afflicted the peoples,  

  Then You spread them abroad. 

 3 For by their own sword they did not possess the land,  

  And their own arm did not save them,  

  But Your right hand and Your arm and the light of Your presence,  

  For You favored them. 

 4 You are my King, O God;  

  Command victories for Jacob. 

 5 Through You we will push back our adversaries;  

  Through Your name we will trample down those who rise up against us. 

 6 For I will not trust in my bow,  

  Nor will my sword save me. 

 7 But You have saved us from our adversaries,  

  And You have put to shame those who hate us. 

 8 In God we have boasted all day long,  

  And we will give thanks to Your name forever. Selah. 

 9 Yet You have rejected us and brought us to dishonor,  

  And do not go out with our armies. 
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 10 You cause us to turn back from the adversary;  

  And those who hate us have taken spoil for themselves. 

 11 You give us as sheep to be eaten  

  And have scattered us among the nations. 

 12 You sell Your people cheaply,  

  And have not profited by their sale. 

 13 You make us a reproach to our neighbors,  

  A scoffing and a derision to those around us. 

 14 You make us a byword among the nations,  

  A laughingstock among the peoples. 

 15 All day long my dishonor is before me  

  And my humiliation has overwhelmed me, 

 16 Because of the voice of him who reproaches and reviles,  

  Because of the presence of the enemy and the avenger. 

 17 All this has come upon us, but we have not forgotten You,  

  And we have not dealt falsely with Your covenant. 

 18 Our heart has not turned back,  

  And our steps have not deviated from Your way, 

 19 Yet You have crushed us in a place of jackals  

  And covered us with the shadow of death. 

 20 If we had forgotten the name of our God  

  Or extended our hands to a strange god, 

 21 Would not God find this out?  

  For He knows the secrets of the heart. 

 22 But for Your sake we are killed all day long;  

  We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered. 

 23 Arouse Yourself, why do You sleep, O Lord?  

  Awake, do not reject us forever. 

 24 Why do You hide Your face  

  And forget our affliction and our oppression? 

 25 For our soul has sunk down into the dust;  

  Our body cleaves to the earth. 

 26 Rise up, be our help,  

  And redeem us for the sake of Your lovingkindness. 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. The Happy Past Under God’s Blessings (44:1-8). 
  [v1]  “We have heard...our fathers have told us...”  The importance of preservation of the past and  
  transition of it to the future cannot be over emphasized.  In this psalm, the present and future are  
  understood in the context of the past. 
  [v1-3]  A description of God’s deliverance of His people from Egypt and giving them Canaan. 
  [v4-8]  An expression of faith and confidence that God will again deliver His people. 
  [v5]  “Through You we will push down our enemies...we will trample those who will rise up against us.”  
  Coffman points out that this is the way buffaloes and wild bulls attacked. 
  [v8]  Praises God for all of these blessings. 
 B. A Description of the Miserable Present (44:9-16). 
  [v11]  David mentions that God had “scattered us among the nations.”  This must have at least been 
  after the fall of Samaria in 721BC when Israel was taken into Assyrian captivity.  But it could not have 
  been during the time of the Maccabees, as Calvin suggests, because this psalm was in the Greek  
  translation a hundred years earlier than the Maccabees, (250BC for the Septuagint version in   
  Alexandria, Egypt). 
 C. Coffman quotes from Rawlinson, “These verses imply not a single defeat, but a prolonged period of 
  depression.”  Coffman goes on to say, “We believe that these verses represent ‘principles’ that are  
  fulfilled and illustrated many times over throughout the history of both the Old and New Israel.” 
 D. A Profession of Innocence, but an Acknowledgment of God’s Justice (44:17-22). 
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  We realize, of course, that absolute innocence could never characterize a life, much less a whole  
  nation, but that does not seem to be what is described here.  The OT abounds with statements of  
  David’s righteousness, though he did commit sin.  Noah was described as righteous in Gen. 6:8-9.  
  But we do not claim that either David or Noah was without any sin. 
  [v20,21]  The inspired psalmist is sincere in the claim of righteousness for the nation.  This is similar to 
  Paul’s claim for the innocent sufferings of Xians (Rom. 8:22) here is quoted (Rom. 8:31-37). 
 E. God’s innocent Son suffered for us, and if God did not keep His own Son from suffering innocently, 
  why should Xians think that they should not have to suffer innocently? 
 F. An Impassioned Closing Prayer (44:23-26). 
  This prayer for God to vindicate and restore them reminds me of the prayers of the souls under the  
  altar in Rev. 6:9-11.  There was reason for God to allow them to suffer a little longer.  We do not know 
  the reasons for all of God’s actions, therefore our faith should be strong enough to keep us faithful  
  even when we do not understand. 
 
 
 


