
PSALM 19 
The Works and the Word of God 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Roy H. Enoch (12-22-93). 
 B. For the Chief Musician.  A Psalm of David. 
 C. Various titles have been given this beautiful psalm. 
  1. “God’s Works and God’s Word Declare His Glory.” 
  2. “The World Book, and the Word Book.” 
 D. The psalm divides naturally into two divisions:  the first six verses describe how nature, particularly the 
  sun, show God’s glory, and the last eight verses explain how God’s word shows His glory. 
 E. I really admire this psalm.  It is one of my ten or twelve favorites. 
 
THE TEXT AND COMMENTS. 
 A. Natural creation shows God’s glory: 
  It is in a universal language. 
  The heavens are telling of the glory of God;  

   And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands. 

  2 Day to day pours forth speech,  

   And night to night reveals knowledge. 

  3 There is no speech, nor are there words;  

   Their voice is not heard. 

  4 Their line has gone out through all the earth,  

   And their utterances to the end of the world.  

   In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 

  [v1-4]  Each of these four verses seem to be synonymous in form.  The four taken together also seem 
  to be synonymous, yet there also seems to be a progression of application.  They seem to be   
  repeating over and over that creation testifies that a wise, powerful, intelligent organizer built it.  Is this 
  testimony in actual words?  Do they make an actual sound?  (I once read someone’s claim that since it 
  says that the heavens speak, it referred to the recently discovery that light was vibration and could be 
  transferred to sound.)  This is similar to the expression that Paul uses to describe preaching the  
  gospel.  (It may have been taken from this passage.)  See Rom 10:18. 
   It is also similar to the argument in Romans 1:20.  What kind of instruction do we get from  
  nature?  Can we learn how to treat each other, or how to be saved? 
 B. Natural creation shows God’s glory: 
  The sun is specifically referred to as showing God’s glory. 
  4 Their line has gone out through all the earth,  

   And their utterances to the end of the world.  

   In them He has placed a tent for the sun, 

  5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber;  

   It rejoices as a strong man to run his course. 

  6 Its rising is from one end of the heavens,  

   And its circuit to the other end of them;  

   And there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

  [v4-6]  The sun has probably been the most often worshiped object in creation.  But David describes it 
  as one that testifies to the glory of God and pictures God setting up a tent in the vast heavens for the 
  sun’s continual use.  In Genesis we have the sun, moon and stars described as for man’s light and to 
  control the seasons for man’s sowing and harvest, instead of something that controls our destiny or to 
  be worshiped. 
   But regardless of how clearly the heavenly bodies speak of God’s glory, man can close his eyes 
  and stop his ears to focus on his own appetites. 
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 C. God’s word in the Scriptures also glorify God: 
  The value of God’s Law. 
  7 The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring the soul;  

   The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 

  8 The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;  

   The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

  9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;  

   The judgments of the LORD are true; they are righteous altogether. 

  [v7-9]  Verses 7-9 use six different words to refer to God’s will for man, and gives a purpose or  
  blessing for each synonym:  law, testimony, statutes, commandment, fear, and judgments.  I would 
  doubt that each of these six terms are referring to a different class of scripture, but that they reflect the 
  various characteristics of all scripture.  (For an example, the psalms are songs and poetry, but in  
  Jn. 10:34, Jesus quoted Psa. 82:6 and said, “It is written in your law...”  Thus, the songs or poetry are 
  also law.) 
  [v10,11]  These verses describe the value of God’s teachings: 
  10 They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold;  

   Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 

  11 Moreover, by them Your servant is warned;  

   In keeping them there is great reward. 

  1. They are more valuable than gold. 
  2. They are more desirable than sweets. 
  3. They warn us of dangers. 
  4. They show us how to receive great rewards. 
 D. God’s word in the Scriptures also glorify God: 
  David closes this psalm with a prayer for cleansing and forgiveness. 
  12 Who can discern his errors? Acquit me of hidden faults. 

  13 Also keep back Your servant from presumptuous sins;  

   Let them not rule over me;  

   Then I will be blameless,  

   And I shall be acquitted of great transgression. 

  14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  

   Be acceptable in Your sight,  

   O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer. 

  [v12-14]  “Who can understand his errors?”  Whose errors?  What are “secret faults?”  Secrete to  
  whom?  What are “presumptuous sins?”  “Then I shall be blameless...” How would he be blameless? 
  “...innocent of great transgression.”  Are some sins greater than others? 
 
 


