
PSALMS 10 
A Prayer for the Overthrow of the Wicked. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. There is no superscription for this psalm, but Coffman titles it, “Man:  Predator and Prey.”  It falls  
  naturally into two divisions: 
  1. Verses 1-11 present the conduct and character of the wicked. 
  2. Verses 12-18 is a fervent prayer for God to punish the wicked. 
 B. It contrasts with Psa. 9 which praised God for the great victories He had given Israel, as this describes 
  great social disorder with God seemingly indifferent to the needs of the people. 
 
THE TEXT. 
 10:1 Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble? 

 2 In pride the wicked hotly pursue the afflicted;  

  Let them be caught in the plots which they have devised. 

 3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire,  

  And the greedy man curses and spurns the LORD. 

 4 The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him.  

  All his thoughts are, “There is no God.” 

 5 His ways prosper at all times;  

  Your judgments are on high, out of his sight;  

  As for all his adversaries, he snorts at them. 

 6 He says to himself, “I will not be moved;  

  Throughout all generations I will not be in adversity.” 

 7 His mouth is full of curses and deceit and oppression;  

  Under his tongue is mischief and wickedness. 

 8 He sits in the lurking places of the villages;  

  In the hiding places he kills the innocent;  

  His eyes stealthily watch for the unfortunate. 

 9 He lurks in a hiding place as a lion in his lair;  

  He lurks to catch the afflicted;  

  He catches the afflicted when he draws him into his net. 

 10 He crouches, he bows down,  

  And the unfortunate fall by his mighty ones. 

 11 He says to himself, “God has forgotten;  

  He has hidden His face; He will never see it.” 

 12 Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up Your hand.  

  Do not forget the afflicted. 

 13 Why has the wicked spurned God?  

  He has said to himself, “You will not require it.” 

 14 You have seen it, for You have beheld mischief and vexation to take it into Your hand.  

  The unfortunate commits himself to You;  

  You have been the helper of the orphan. 

 15 Break the arm of the wicked and the evildoer,  

  Seek out his wickedness until You find none. 

 16 The LORD is King forever and ever;  

  Nations have perished from His land. 

 17 O LORD, You have heard the desire of the humble;  

  You will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear 

 18 To vindicate the orphan and the oppressed,  

  So that man who is of the earth will no longer cause terror. 

 
COMMENTS. 
 A. [v1,2]  The psalmist here is not suggesting that God is actually far from them, but that it seems that He 
  is not hearing their cry and relieving their needs.  The wicked seem to go unpunished.  “Pride” seems 
  to be a reoccurring cause for the wickedness described. 
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 B. [v3,4]  “the wicked boasts” and “his proud countenance” continue to refer to pride.  The wicked is  
  pictured as the opposite as the righteous.  This is similar to the Psalm 14:1.  These descriptions still fit 
  the atheist. 
 C. [v5,6]  The psalmist continues to describe the attitude and thoughts of the wicked. 
 D. [v7,8]  Many who claim to believe in God have mouths “full of cursing and deceit.”  Their language is a 
  much better index of their character than their claims of piety (Jas. 1:26). 
 E. [v9-11]  The description has now shifted from the character of the wicked to his conduct: 
  1. He is a profane swearer. 
  2. He is a planner of mischief. 
  3. He lurks in secret places near towns. 
  4. He is a murder of innocent people. 
  The psalmist also used wild animals and hunting to describe the conduct of the wicked; “that the  
  helpless may fall by his strength” may indicate that it is a band of robbers that he is leading. 
 F. [v12-14]  The psalmist now changes the tone of the psalm form describing the wicked to pleading with 
  the Lord to arise and punish the wicked and deliver the oppressed.  The apparent prosperity of the  
  wicked is reason for the necessity of the final judgment (Deut. 32:35,36). 
   Verse 14 changes from questioning God’s lack of punishment, to a confident affirmation of faith in 
  God’s knowledge of all that men do. 
 G. [v15,16]  “Break the arm of the wicked” refers to the sword as a major source of power to afflict and to 
  break the arm would render them helpless.  God’s conquest against the wicked would be “until You 
  find none” or until no wicked person remains.  His judgment will be complete. 
 H. [v17,18]  The psalmist now looks beyond the sufferings of the poor and the oppressors to view the  
  ultimate victory of the righteous:  truth will prevail. 
 
 


