
 

PSALM 001 
The Righteous and the Wicked Contrasted. 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. The first Psalm is a perfect introduction the rest of the psalms. 
 B. It cuts to the most important aspect and challenges the reader at the entry to the Psalter to make clear 
  his decision before entering.  Live under God’s care, or do not live at all! 
 
COMMENTS. 
 A. The Blessedness of the Righteous (1:1-3). 
  How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor 

  sit in the seat of scoffers! [2] But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and 

  night. [3] And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season, And 

  its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers. 

  The righteous man is characterized by: 
  1. His abstention from evil (1:1). 
   Notice the thrice-repeated formula of verse 1: 
   a. The righteous person does not …  walk,   stand,  or  sit. 
   b. They do not take their place in…  counsel,   way,  or  seat. 
   c. They are not like the…    wicked,   sinners,  or  scoffers. 
  2. His delight in God’s law (1:2). 
   The righteous person delights, and meditates in the law, and in the Lord. 
  3. His prosperity; being like a tree nourished by plenteous water (1:3). 
   a. “Transplanted” which implies that the prosperity is due to God’s action. 
   b. Yielding fruit as it should (in season). 
   c. Steadfast; the leaf does not wither.  
 B. The Fate of the Wicked (1:4,5). 
  The wicked are not so, But they are like chaff which the wind drives away. [5] Therefore the wicked will not 

  stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 

  1. The simile continues and the wicked are seen as chaff. 
  2. They are driven away (God will not bless them as He does the righteous). 
  3. They will not stand (approved) in the judgment. 
  4. They will not be grouped with the assembly of the righteous (see Mt. 25:31-34a). 
 C. God Knows, Watches Over and Preserves (1:6). 
  For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the wicked will perish. 

  1. The word ‘know’ has a deeper meaning than a relationship.  It means God’s great providential 
   care both physically and spiritually. 
  2. The choice is clear:  do God’s will and be blessed or reject God and be damned. 
 
 
 


