
OVERCOMING EVIL (2) 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Romans 12:17-21; from Roy H. Enoch (10-10-1993). 
 B. Evil is everywhere (1Pet. 5:8). 
  1. Evil men get worse and worse.  2Tim. 3:13 
  2. Satan even transforms himself into an angel of light.  2Cor. 11:13-14 
 C. We need to regularly review the dangerous situation to keep our guard up. 
 
I. WE SHOULD OVERCOME EVIL RATHER THAN BE OVERCOME. 
 A. Joseph overcame evil (Genesis 39). 
  1. He refused to betray his master's trust. 
  2. He refused to sin against God. 
  3. He resisted and fled from the temptation. 
  4. He chose to suffer innocently rather than be guilty. 
 B. Peter was overcome by Satan for a while but repented. 
  1. He followed from "afar off" when the other apostles fled. 
  2. He warmed himself by the fire of the enemy (1Cor. 15:3). 
  3. He imitated the behavior of the company he was with and cursed and swore that he was not a 
   disciple. 
  4. But he repented, wept bitterly, and returned to serve and comfort others. 
  5. Peter did overcome Satan. 
 C. Judas was a faithful disciple for a while, but fell by transgression (Ac. 1:25). 
  1. He had been given to the Lord by the Father as had the other apostles (Jn. 17:12). 
  2. Satan tempted Judas.  See Lk. 22:2-5; Jn. 13:2,27. 
  3. Judas had remorse when he saw what they did to Jesus, and returned the money, but rather than 
   return to the Lord, he killed himself. 
 D. Jesus shows us how to overcome evil. 
  1. When He was tempted He relied on the word of God (Mt. 4:4). 
  2. Do more than is required of us (Mt. 5:38-41). 
  3. Be willing to suffer innocently for the benefit of others.  1Pet. 2:23-25 
 
II. THE PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD EVIL IS TO ABHOR IT. 
 A. See Rom. 12:9. 
 B. We must not love worldliness (1Jn. 2:15-17). 
  1. Lust of the flesh. 
  2. Lust of the eye. 
  3. Pride of life. 
 C. "If any man loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
 D. Therefore we must separate ourselves from evil (2Cor. 6:17-18). 
 
III. THE PROPER ACTION TOWARD EVIL. 
 A. See Eph. 5:11-18. 
  1. "Have no fellowship with darkness (v11). 
  2. "It is shameful even to speak of those things..." (v12). 
  3. Look carefully how you walk (v15). 
  4. "Understand what the will of the Lord is" (v17). 
  5. "Do not be drunk with wine" (v18). 
 B. "Abstain from every form of evil" (1Th. 5:22). 
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CONCLUSION. 
 A. We must know the dangers of evil. 
 B. We must learn to avoid it. 
 C. Only the Lord can free us from it and its consequences. 
 
 
 


