
OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Romans 12:17-21.  From Roy H. Enoch (10-23-1994). 
 B. Our text from Rom. 12:21  "Be not overcome by evil, but overcome evil w/good" sounds very strange 
  in our selfish society. 
  1. Yet it strikes a responsive cord in the hearts of all who have a spark of maturity and responsibility. 
  2. Even the selfish have a sense of admiration for those who are concerned w/the welfare of others. 
 C. Our society certainly admires a winner: 
  1. It has contempt for defeat. 
  2. God pronounced man a winner when He created him:  Gen. 1:26-28. 
  3. In the physical realm, man is the master of the earth and of the universe. 
  4. God wants man to also master evil and overcome in the spiritual realm. 
  5. The apostle Paul must have seemed like a loser to the Jews and Roman world. 
   a. Though he had started w/such zeal in persecuting Xians, for some reason he succumbed to 
    their teaching. 
   b. He seemed to know little except rejection and opposition since leaving Judaism. 
   c. His body was full of scars, and he was opposed everywhere. 
   d. Yet he still seemed content and happy (Rom. 8:37; Phil. 4:11). 
 D. In this lesson we want to study how to overcome evil with good. 
  1. We sometimes do not overcome evil w/ good. 
  2. There are several reasons for failing to overcome. 
  3. God's word tells us how to overcome. 
 
I.  WE SOMETIMES DO NOT OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD. 
 A. Not very many Xians really show victory over sin. 
  1. Many are lukewarm at best, and generally worldly. 
  2. Some are more devoted to a sports team or soap opera than to the Lord. 
  3. Some would rather miss Bible study than a ball game. 
  4. Some claim that the church or religion "has not worked out for us" when in reality, they haven't 
   worked for religion. 
 B. When individual Xians fail in their lives, the church may also fail in the community. 
  1. When neighbors and friends do not see X in control of our lives, we are not able to win them to X. 
  2. When we fail as individuals and as a congregation, the result is widespread spiritual and moral 
   failure. 
 C. The world is full of rottenness and sin. 
  1. God expects His people to be a preserving influence (salt), to counter the influence of sin. 
  2. As Sodom and Gomorrah could have been spared destruction by ten righteous souls living there, 
   think of the importance of godly examples in our community, and nation. 
 
II. THERE ARE SEVERAL REASONS WHY WE HAVE FAILED TO OVERCOME EVIL. 
 A. Sin is pleasurable and popular: 
  1. We must be like Moses who refused to be known as the son of the king's daughter, "choosing  
   rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin"  
   (Heb. 11:26). 
  2. Most people feel more comfortable doing what others do. 
  3. But we must look to see how really happy most people are doing what they please. 
  4. We must also look at the final consequences of the behavior. 
 B. Another reason we fail to overcome evil is that we fail to follow the Lord's directions. 
  1. We then find tares in the wheat--we do the opposite to what the Lord commanded. 
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  2. Not doing right, is a little like not eating right--it may be fun at the time, but the consequences are 
   not fun. 
 C. When we only partly follow the Lord's directions, we have complete failure. 
  1. It is like trying to chase flies out the door when the windows are open. 
   a. Jesus taught this in the parable of the empty house (Lk. 11:24-26). 
   b. Bailing water out of a leaky boat will not fix it--you have to plug the leak. 
  2. Trying to simply destroy evil is like trying to keep weeds out of the garden by paving it with  
   concrete. 
   a. The best garden is not the one with the fewest weeds, but the one with the most fruit. 
   b. A doctor claims to have a cure for leukemia cancer, but it kills the patient.  It is no benefit. 
   c. Only destroying evil in our lives will not make us holy. 
   d. A wax figure is not evil--neither good. 
   e.  We must learn to overcome evil by replacing it w/good. 
 D. The church sometimes seems to only be on the defensive--of destroying evil. 
  1. Have you ever heard a church request, "Pray for us brethren, that we may hold our 
   own"?  How futile, defeatist, unscriptural. 
  2. Agrippa gave Paul a chance to defend himself, and soon it was Agrippa who was on 
   the defensive (Ac. 26:26,28). 
   From Agrippa's behavior the NIV seems to me to have the more likely picture of his attitude. 
  3. The gospel still has the power to change the lives of men if they will accept it (Rom. 1:16). 
 
III. GOD'S WORD TELLS US HOW TO OVERCOME EVIL. 
 A. Paul instructs us, "Don't concentrate on the evil, but on putting good in its place." 
  1. Nothing can conquer evil except good. 
  2. This principle is true in our physical life. 
   a. We overcome disease by building good health. 
   b. It is not enough to fight germs and infection. 
   c. We must develop healthy habits of personal hygiene, proper diet and exercise. 
 B. Moral and spiritual problems are solved by focusing on good. 
  1. A troubled marriage is not helped by divorce. 
  2. It is helped by both treating each other better. 
  3. One day Luther Burbak met a western cactus. 
   a. A cactus is a disagreeable plant--one you do not want to get close to. 
   b. It believes in preparedness--armed to the teeth. 
   c. He did not exterminate it, but he developed a spineless cactus. 
    (Satan sometimes does that by making lukewarm Xians.) 
 C. Spiritual problems need God's word to correct them. 
  1. Man can never do it on his own. 
  2. God provides a way of escape with the temptation (1Cor. 10:13). 
 D. The answer to a "lifeless worship" is not worldly entertainment, but deeper gratitude for the gift of  
  salvation, and a desire to please God rather than man. 
 E. The answer to a shallow understanding of God's word is not religious drama, a hungering for the meat 
  of God's word. 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 A. Fill your life with God and His work and these will crowd out the evils that trouble your life. 
 B. Paul said, "Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh" (Gal. 5:16). 
 C. Invitation:  Listen seriously for a moment: 
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  1. There are boys, girls, men and women here today--LOST! 
  2. How I wish you would come to X and be saved. 
  3. How I wish you would obey the Lord and work with us. 
  4. He needs us all--He wants us all--in His great army. 
  5. Have you not waited long enough?  You need the Lord's help. 
  6. You cannot get your life straightened out by yourself. 
  7. If you have left him for the world, will you not return now? 
 
 
 


