
THE REBELLION OF KORAH 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture texts:  Numbers 26:9,10.  From Roy H. Enoch (01-30-1994). 
 B. Jude briefly mentions "the rebellion of Korah" as one of the examples of "these speak evil of whatever 
  they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt  
  themselves" (Jude v10). 
  1. NT writers frequently cited OT incidents as examples for Xians or for warning. 
  2. 1Cor. 10:1-12 cites several incidents for example and admonition to warn "Let him who thinks he 
   stands take heed lest he fall." 
  3. Inspiration directs us to these specific instances, we should at least be familiar w/them. 
 D. Those who rebelled were jealous of the leaders God chose. 
  1. Korah was a cousin of Moses and Aaron (Num. 16:3).  They ignored Ex. 19:5,6; especially "if you 
   will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant..." 
   a. God had selected Moses to lead the nation and to deliver His law to them. 
   b. He selected the Levites to be a special tribe to serve Him and to lead the worship. 
   c. He selected Aaron to be High Priest and his sons to be priests. 
   d. God rejected Reuben, the first born, to receive the birthright of a double portion and   
    leadership of the family because of his sin w/a concubine, and Joseph was given the double 
    portion. 
  2. Korah seemed to want the priesthood for himself (Num. 16:8-10). 
   a. The honor that God had given the Levites was not enough for Korah and those who followed 
    his rebellion. 
   b. Moses points out that to want greater honor is to reject what they already had. 
  3. The other leaders in the rebellion, Dathan, Abiram and On were of the tribe of Reuben. 
   a. They seemed to think that they could reverse God's decision to give Joseph the birthright 
    and regain the leadership of the nation. 
   b. But Moses told them that they were gathered against the Lord. 
 E. Several lessons from their rebellion against Moses, and Aaron. 
  1. God selects those whom He wants to lead. 
  2. Rebellion against God's choice of leaders is rebellion against God. 
  3. Those who rebel will be punished. 
 
II. GOD SELECTS THOSE WHOM HE WANTS TO LEAD HIS PEOPLE. 
 A. He had chosen Moses to lead the people and Aaron as High Priest. 
  1. God had continually confirmed that choice w/miracles.  Moses was given 3 signs: 
   (These produced faith in the people but Pharaoh's heart grew hard; Ex. 7:13). 
   a. He threw down his rod and it became a serpent (Ex. 4:1-5). 
   b. He put his hand into his bosom and when he took it out it was leprous (Ex. 4:6,7). 
   c. He took river water and poured it on the dry land and it became blood (Ex. 4:9). 
  2. Ten plagues were performed through Moses and Aaron. 
   a. The water of the river of Egypt was turned into blood (Ex. 7:19-25). 
   b. The land was filled w/frogs (Ex. 8:1-15). 
   c. The dust of the earth in Egypt became lice (Ex. 8:16-19). 
   (These first 3 plagues were in all the land, but the last 7 were only on the Egyptians.) 
   d. Swarms of flies filled Egypt but not Goshen (Ex. 8:20-32). 
   e. A plague was on the livestock of Egypt and they died (Ex. 9:1-7). 
   f. Boils broke out on man and beasts (Ex. 9:8-12). 
   g. Thunder and hail and fire darted to the ground (Ex. 9:13-35). 
   h. Swarms of locust covered Egypt and ate what the hail had left (Ex. 10:3-11). 
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   i. Darkness was over the land of Egypt that could be felt. (Ex. 10:21-29). 
   j. The death of all of the firstborn of Egypt (Ex. 11:21-36). 
  3. God had Moses lead them through the Red Sea and destroyed the Egyptian army (Exo. 14). 
  4. God gave them Manna in the wilderness (Ex. 16). 
  5. God gave them water from a rock (Ex. 17). 
  6. He gave them the Law through Moses at Sinai (Ex. 20). 
 B. Today God has chosen men to lead families and the church. 
  1. This too, was taught by inspired men who confirmed their revelations w/miracles. 
   a. The apostles were given power to work miracles (Mt. 10:1). 
   b. Those upon whom the apostles laid hands received miraculous gifts of the HS. 
   c. These miracles confirmed that they were teaching by inspiration (Jo. 20:30,31). 
  2. Paul described the qualifications for Elders in letters to Timothy and Titus. 
   a. The leaders of each congregation were to be "husbands of one wife." 
   b. They were to have their families in subjection. 
  3. Men were to lead in the worship and women were to keep learn in subjection, not to teach or  
   exercise authority over the men because man was created first and woman sinned first (1Tim. 2). 
 C. But there are still those who resent God's choice and rebel against His leaders. 
 
III. REBELLION AGAINST THE GOD'S LEADERS WAS REBELLION AGAINST GOD. 
 A. When Korah led the rebellion, it seemed that many of the people were w/him. 
  1. Three men of the tribe of Reuben are named, but 250 leaders of the people were also. 
  2. They seemed to represent many of the congregation. 
  3. Moses points out that they are rebelling against God (Num. 16:11). 
 B. Those three leaders of the tribe of Reuben may have thought that by joining with Korah and helping 
  him become High Priest, they could regain their birthright and rule the nation. 
  1. It had been over 400 years since Jacob's rejection of Reuben receiving the birthright because he 
   had sinned (Gen. 49:3,4). 
  2. Joseph's sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, got equal portions w/the other sons (Gen. 48:5). 
 C. But it was not Moses and Aaron who set themselves over the people. 
  1. It was the Lord who chose Moses and Aaron. 
  2. It was the Lord who gave directions for worship and service. 
 D. The NT was not the feelings and thoughts of men (2Pet. 1:20,21). 
 E. As Paul told the Galatians, if any other apostle, an angel from heaven or anyone taught anything  
  different from what he had preached to them, he was to be cut off from the Lord's blessings   
  (Gal. 1:7-9). 
 
IV. THE LORD PUNISHES THOSE WHO REBEL AGAINST HIS LEADERS. 
 A. Dathan and Abiram, the Reubenites would not come to the tabernacle with censers to offer incense to 
  let God choose (Num. 16:12-14). 
  1. Moses told the congregation to get away from Dathan and Abiram (Num. 16:23-27). 
  2. Moses tells the people that God will show whom He has chosen (Num. 16:28-32). 
  3. God also punished Korah and the 250 who were w/him at the tabernacle with their censers and 
   burning incense (Num. 16:34,35). 
  4. Their censers were made into a memorial of their punishment (Num. 16:36-38). 
  5. The congregation was still rebellious. 
   a. The next day they blame Moses and Aaron for their leaders' death (Num. 16:41). 
   b. God tells Moses and Aaron to get away from the people (Num. 16:45). 
   c. Moses tells Aaron to take his censer and put incense on it and to make atonement for the 
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    people (Num. 16:46). 
   d. It stopped the plague, but 14,700 died (Num. 16:47-49). 
 B. Those who rebel today are not punished as quickly. 
  1. They too seem to have a very popular following in rebellion. 
  2. Most people do not like the directions that God gives. 
  3. They trust their own judgment more than God's. 
  4. They are often determined to have leaders who will tell them what they want to hear, and let them 
   do as they please. 
 C. God reaffirmed His selection of the tribe of Levi and Aaron by having a leader from each tribe lay his 
  rod before the tabernacle, Aaron's rod budded (Num. 17:5,8,10). 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 A. God has informed us in His word which ones He has chosen for leaders. 
 B. We must accept God's choice or rebel against God. 
 C. He will still punish those who do not trust Him to obey. 
 
 
 


