
ISAAC, HIS BIRTH CAUSED A LAUGH 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Genesis 21:5-7.  From Roy H. Enoch (02-25-1994). 
 B. Isaac's beautiful and suggestive name means "he laughed," or "laughing one." 
  1. It commemorates two times people laughed at the promise of God.  Sarah would give birth at 90, 
   when Abraham was 100. 
   a. Abraham laughed when God first told him that Sarah would have a child (Gen. 17:17). 
   b. Sarah laughed when she heard the Angel tell Abraham that she would have a son   
    (Gen. 18:12-15). 
  2. Their laughter must have been in joy at the promise that almost seemed incredulous. 
   a. It was not that his body was dead (Rom. 4:19). 
   b. Abraham married Keturah after he was 140 and she bore him five sons. 
   c. Abraham lived to the age of 175 and Isaac 180. 
   d. But Sarah was barren and this may have tested their faith even more than their age. 
 C. We need to become more familiar with Isaac, a godly Bible Patriarch. 
  1. He was a son of promise. 
  2. He tested his parents' faith. 
  3. He is pictured as a godly example for others. 
 
I. HE WAS A SON OF PROMISE. 
 A. He was promised to his parents. 
  1. God's promise to Abraham included many descendants (Gen. 12:1-3). 
  2. This was promised when Abraham had no children. 
  3. After several more years, Sarah gave Abraham her handmaid, Hagar, for a wife that he might  
   have a child. 
   a. Ishmael was born when Abraham was 88. 
   b. But God did not accept Ishmael as the son of promise. 
   c. Fourteen years later Isaac was born as the heir. 
 B. He was circumcised the eighth day and given the same promise of the covenant as his father   
  Abraham (Gen. 21:4). 
  1. Ishmael was sent away, but God promised Abraham that he would also be a great nation  
   (Gen. 21:12-13). 
  2. God renewed the covenant with Isaac as with his father (Gen. 26:24). 
  3. He inherited all of the possessions of Abraham (Gen. 25:5). 
 
II. HE TESTED HIS PARENTS' FAITH. 
 A. Their faith was tested by the promise of his birth. 
 B. Their faith was tested when God said to send away Hagar and Ishmael. 
 C. The greatest test of their faith was when God told Abraham to offer Isaac on the altar (Gen. 22:1-2). 
  1. Abraham did not hesitate or argue with God. 
   a. Early the next morning he saddled his donkey and started out to do what God said   
    (Gen. 22:3). 
   b. He did not understand why he was to offer the son that God promised would give him  
    descendants. 
   c. He was mistaken in what he thought God would do (Heb. 11:19). 
   d. But saving faith trusts God enough to do what He says without having to understand why 
    God said do it. 
  2. Even Isaac tested his father's faith (Gen. 22:7,8). 
   a. We do not know Isaac's age, but Josephus says 25, and others suggest 30-35.  At least he 
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    was stronger than his father who was 100 years older.  He submitted to God's will as well as 
    his father's. 
   b. We need enough faith to do what God says, and trust that God will provide the means. 
  3. God blessed Abraham after his faith was tested (Gen. 22:12; Jas 2:21-24). 
 
III. HE IS PICTURED AS A GODLY EXAMPLE FOR OTHERS. 
 A. His circumcision was a sign of the covenant with God (Gen. 21:4). 
  1. A year before, God had established circumcision as a sign of the covenant and Abraham and all 
   the men in his household of servants were circumcised. 
 B. God showed his choice of Isaac when He instructed Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away that 
  Isaac might have the birthright. 
  1. Abraham also sent the five sons of Keturah away with gifts that Isaac might be his only heir  
   (Gen. 25:6). 
  2. Therefore, of Abraham's seven sons, Isaac is called his "only begotten" which means especially 
   beloved or unique son (Heb. 11:17). 
 C. God's command for Abraham to offer Isaac was as much a test of Isaac's faith as of his father's. 
  1. He was in the strength of youth, while his father was 100 years older. 
  2. He also trusted God to do what was best. 
  3. When God provided a ram for the sacrifice, it clearly showed that Isaac was God choice for His 
   covenant. 
 D. Isaac married w/in his own tribe and religion as the servant of Abraham was guided by the Lord in His 
  selection. 
  1. God has always wanted His people to marry His people lest they be led away from His true  
   worship. 
  2. We should still recognize God's way as best. 
 E. Isaac and Rebekah had twin boys, and before their birth, God told her something of their dispositions 
  (Gen. 25:23). 
  1. The oldest, Esau was rebellious and married foreign wives, but Jacob served the Lord. 
  2. God did not make them like that, but knew how they would live. 
 F. When there was a famine, God told Isaac to move to Gerar (Gen. 26:2-4). 
  1. But when the men asked him about his wife, he showed the same weakness of his father and  
   said, "she is my sister." 
  2. Isaac re-dug the wells that his father Abraham had dug (Gen. 26:18). 
  3. God reaffirmed His covenant w/Isaac at Beersheba, where he made his permanent home  
   (Gen. 26:23-24 
 G. He showed another weakness of character when he showed favoritism for Esau over Jacob. 
  1. Rebekah favored Jacob because he worked around the tent. 
  2. Isaac favored Esau because he hunted his favorite game. 
  3. Rebekah conspired with Jacob to trick the aging Isaac into giving him the birthright. 
 H. The NT has several references to Isaac. 
  1. He is called a child of promise (Gal. 4:22-23). 
  2. In Acts, Stephen mentions his being circumcised the eighth day (Ac. 7:8). 
  3. Paul argues that not all of the descendants of Abraham are chosen, but "in Isaac you seed shall 
   be called" (Rom. 9:7). 
  4. Paul used Rebekah and Isaac to symbolize the chosen seed of Abraham and Hagar and Ishmael 
   to represent the worldly seed who rejected God (Gal. 4:21-31). 
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CONCLUSION. 
 A. There are many lessons that we can learn from studying Bible characters. 
 B. The more familiar we are with the people and events of the Bible, the more enjoyable is Bible study. 
 C. Isaac is one of the three great patriarchs who were faithful to God in many difficult circumstances. 
 D. We need to follow their example and also be faithful in difficult times in our lives. 
 
 
 


