
NEGLECTING SALVATION 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Hebrews 2:1-4.  From Roy H. Enoch. 
 B. “Salvation” is used in different senses in the NT: 
  1. The term sometimes refers to deliverance from the power and effects of past sins. 
   (Mk. 16:16; cf. Ac. 2:38) 
  2. The term may also refer to eternal salvation in heaven (1Pet. 1:4-5; Phil. 2:12). 
 C. Those who have received “salvation from sins” may neglect it so that they do not receive the salvation 
  of the “inheritance...reserved in heaven for you.” 
  1. “Neglect” means a lack of sufficient attention or care. 
   a. It is not the same as rebellion. 
   b. It is indifference with the focus elsewhere. 
   c. It may be even worse than rebellion (Rev. 3:15-16). 
  2. Christ will not accept second place in our lives. 
 D. From our text, we want to study the problem of spiritual neglect. 
  1. Salvation has been spoken. 
  2. Salvation is endangered by neglect. 
  3. Men neglect salvation for several different reasons. 
 
I. SALVATION HAS BEEN SPOKEN. 
 A. The Lord has spoken the terms of salvation from past sins and eternal life. 
  1. Peter said of Jesus, “You have the words of eternal life...” (Jn. 6:68). 
  2. Men must hear and learn these terms (Jn. 6:44-45). 
  3. Men cannot be saved in ignorance (Jn. 8:32). 
  4. They must receive the word of God (Jas. 1:21). 
 B. The message of salvation which was first spoken by the Lord has been confirmed (Heb. 2:4). 
  1. The Lord confirmed the message of the Great Commission (Mk. 16:15-16,20). 
  2. The whole plan of salvation is included in the gospel. 
  3. It also includes how to live and worship in the church. 
 C. There are several places where we CANNOT find the message of salvation. 
  1. It is not found in the OT since they were under a different law. 
  2. John the Baptizer foretold its coming through the Christ, but he did not tell how to be saved under 
   the gospel of Christ. 
  3. Dreams and visions were used in revealing God's will through the prophets and apostles, but not 
   now. 
 D. Since the end of the first century we have had the word of God written and complete. 
 
II. THAT SALVATION IS ENDANGERED BY NEGLECT (Heb. 2:3). 
 A. There is the danger of neglecting salvation by being hardened by sin (Heb. 3:11-12). 
  1. One's heart can become so hard that he cannot be renewed unto repentance (Heb. 6:4). 
  2. Paul wrote of Gentiles who were “past feeling.” (Eph. 4:19). 
  3. The conscience can be “seared with a hot iron.” (1Tim. 4:2). 
 B. There is the danger of the Judgment day (Heb. 9:27). 
  1. Paul reasoned with Felix about the coming judgment ( Ac. 24:25).  
  2. God has appointed a day for judging the world (Ac. 17:30-31). 
  3. Jesus will be the judge (2Cor. 5:10). 
  4. Men will be given one of only two destinies (Mt.. 25:46). 
 C. There is the danger of neglect of being subjected to the wrath of God (Heb. 10:26-31). 
  1. Paul wrote of God's goodness, long-suffering, forbearance--and wrath (Rom. 2:1-11). 
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  2. Hell will be worse than death without mercy (Heb. 10:28-29). 
 
III. MEN NEGLECT SALVATION FOR SEVERAL REASONS. 
 A. Some neglect salvation because of the deceitful nature of sin. 
  1. The pleasure of sin often blinds men to the consequences (Heb. 3:12). 
  2. It is admitted that there is temporary pleasure in sin (Heb. 11:24-25). 
  3. But the pleasure is short lived and the consequences are tragic (Heb. 10:26-31). 
 B. Many neglect salvation because of the illusion that one has plenty of time to make preparation for  
  eternity (Jas. 4:13-14; Prov. 27:1). 
 C. Some neglect salvation as they look for a convenient time when it would be as EASY to obey the Lord 
  as to live in sin (Ac. 24:25; 2Cor. 6:2). 
 D. Some neglect salvation because they are burdened with “cares of this life” as responsibilities at home, 
  at work, of community affairs, a desire for recreation and pleasure. 
  1. Christ will not take second place in our lives. 
  2. The most important thing we do in this life is to prepare for eternity. 
 E. Some neglect salvation because they reason that God will make an exception in their case   
  (Rom. 2:11; Ac. 10:34-35). 
 
CONCLUSION. 
 A. Neglect is sin (Jas. 4:17). 
 B. Song:  “Why not come to Him now? There is danger and death in delay.” 
 C. “...Today is the day of salvation.” (2Cor. 6:2). 
  1. Yesterday is gone forever. 
  2. Tomorrow is only a possibility. 
  3. NOW is our only time. 
 D. Neglect of such a great gift is great ingratitude. 
 
 
 


