
THE GREATEST CHAPTERS IN THE BIBLE-19 
HEBREWS, CHAPTER 11 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Hebrews 11:1-3. 
  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. [2] For by it the men of old 

  gained approval. [3] By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 

  seen was not made out of things which are visible. 

 B. Series PPT slide. 
 C. This chapter illustrates the lesson of Heb. 10:32-39 and shows that throughout history, men and  
  women have done the impossible by faith. 
  But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, [33] 

  partly, by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers 

  with those who were so treated. [34] For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the  

  seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one. [35] 

  Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. [36] For you have need of   

  endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. [37] FOR YET 

  IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY. [38] BUT 

  MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO  

  PLEASURE IN HIM. [39] But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith 

  to the preserving of the soul. 

 D. “The righteous shall live by faith” is stated in Heb. 10:38. 
 E. This chapter proves that faith can conquer in any circumstances. 
 
I. FAITH DESCRIBED (Heb. 11:1-3). 
 A. True biblical faith is not an emotional, wishful thinking; it is an inner conviction based on the Word of 
  God (Rom. 10:17). 
  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. 

 B. In 11:1 the word substance means “assurance” and evidence means “proof.”  Through faith, we can 
  see what others cannot see (note Heb. 11:1,3,7,13,27). 
  (Heb 11:1)  Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

  (Heb 11:3)  By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was 

  not made out of things which are visible. 

  (Heb 11:7)  By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for 

  the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness  

  which is according to faith. 

  (Heb 11:13)  All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having   

  welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 

  (Heb 11:27)  By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is 

  unseen. 

  1. By faith, Noah saw coming judgment. 
  2. Abraham saw a future city. 
  3. Joseph saw the Exodus from Egypt. 
  4. Moses saw God. 
 C. Faith accomplishes things because there is power in the Word of God, as illustrated by the Creation 
  in 11:3.  God spoke, and it was done!  God still speaks to us.  When we believe what He says, the  
  power of the Word accomplishes things in our lives.  The same Word that acted in the old creation  
  acts in the new creation. 
 
II. FAITH DEMONSTRATED (Heb. 11:4-40). 
 A. Abel (faith worshipping). 
  1. Heb. 11:4; see Gen. 4:3-5a. 
   By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he 

   was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks. 
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  2. God asked for a sacrifice, and Abel had faith in His word.  Cain did not show faith, however, and 
   was rejected.  God witnessed to Abel’s faith by accepting his sacrifice; and by this witness, Abel 
   still speaks to us. 
 B. Enoch (faith walking). 
  1. Heb. 11:5-6; see Gen. 5:21-24. 
   By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE 

   GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God. 

   [6] And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, 

   and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

  2. In a wicked age, Enoch lived a dedicated life; he did this by trusting God’s Word.  See Jude 14ff.  
   He believed that God would reward him for his faith, and God did so by taking him to heaven so 
   that he did not die.  The reward of faith is important in Hebrews (Heb. 10:35; 11:26; 12:11). 
 C. Noah (faith working). 
  1. See Heb. 11:7; Gen. 6-9. 
   By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the  

   salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness 

   which is according to faith. 

  2. No one had seen or anticipated judgment through a flood; Noah saw it by faith.  Faith leads to  
   works.  Noah’s attitude and actions condemned the unbelieving, wicked world around him. 
 D. The patriarchs (faith waiting). 
  1. Abraham (see Heb. 11:8-19; Gen. 12-25). 
   a. Here we have the great “father of the believing” who is one of the OT’s, greatest examples of 
    faith.  Abraham believed God when he did not know where (11:8-10), when he did not know 
    how (11:11-12), when he did not know when (11:13-16), and when he did not know why  
    (11:17-19). 
   b. It was faith in God’s Word that made him leave his home, live as a pilgrim, and follow  
    wherever God led.  Faith gave Abraham and Sarah power to have a child when they were 
    “as good as dead.”  Abraham and his pilgrim descendants did not turn back, as the Hebrew 
    leaders were tempted to do, but kept their eyes on God and pressed on to victory   
    (11:13-16; 10:38-39). 
  2. Isaac (Heb. 11:20; see Gen. 27). 
   He believed the Word passed on to him from Abraham and conferred the blessing on Jacob. 
   By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding things to come. 

  3. Jacob (Heb. 11:21; see Gen. 48). 
   In spite of his failures, Jacob had faith in God’s Word and blessed Ephraim and Manasseh before 
   he died. 
  4. Joseph (Heb. 11:22; see Gen. 50:24ff; Ex. 13:19; Josh. 24:32). 
   By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and gave orders 

   concerning his bones. 

   Joseph knew that Israel would one day be delivered from Egypt, for this is what God promised 
   Abraham (Gen. 15:13-16).  It is amazing that Joseph had any faith at all, after going through so 
   many trials and after living in pagan Egypt most of his life. 
 E. Moses (faith watching). 
  1. See Heb. 11:23-29; Ex. 1-15. 
  2. Moses’ parents had faith to hide Moses since God had told them (in some way) that he was a  
   special child (Acts 7:20).  Moses’ own faith led him to refuse position in Egypt and to identify with 
   Israel.  Again, he saw the reward of faith (v. 26) as opposed to the pleasures of sin for a season.  
   Faith in the Word led to the Passover deliverance (how the Egyptians must have scoffed at the 
   blood on the doors!) and the crossing of the Red Sea. 
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 F. Joshua (faith warring). 
  1. Hebrews 11:30; see Jo. 1-6. 
   By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they had been encircled for seven days. 

  2. God promised to deliver Jericho to Joshua, and faith in that promise led to victory.  Israel   
   marched around the city for seven days and must have looked foolish to Jericho’s citizens, but 
   the Jews’ faith was rewarded. 
 G. Rahab (faith winning). 
  1. Hebrews 11:31; see Jo. 2; 6:22-27). 
   By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed 

   the spies in peace. 

  2. Her confession of faith is in Josh. 2:11.  Her faith led to works (James 2:25) when she risked her 
   life to save the spies.  Though a harlot, she was saved by faith and was even brought into the  
   human ancestry of Christ (Mt. 1:5).  Her faith was contagious because she also won her family 
   (Josh. 6:23). 
 H. “Others” (faith withstanding). 
  1. See Heb. 11:32-40. 
  2. Some people are named, others are not.  All these men and women, nevertheless, are among 
   the giants of the faith.  The writer sees the entire OT history as a record of victories of faith. 
   a. Gideon; destroyed the altar of Baal, and with only a handful of men, delivered Israel from 
    the ravages of the Midianites (Judges 6-7). 
   b. Barak; (Judges 5) is a surprise in the list, since he refused to take the field of battle against 
    Sisera unless the prophetess Deborah went with him. 
   c. Samson; (Judges 13-16) was born in answer to prayer and the promise of an angel who  
    appeared to his parents; he was a Nazarite from birth and was moved by the spirit of the  
    Lord, to whom he prayed, and by whose special powers he performed feats of superhuman 
    strength throughout his tragic life. 
   d. Jephthah; usually remembered for his rash vow (Judges 11-12); but it is his faith that comes 
    to the mind of the author. Jephthah spoke one word that should be the motto of every  
    believer on earth, "I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back"   
    (Jud. 11:35). 
   e. David; the man after God's own heart, is the only king of Israel in the list; and his deserving 
    to be so stems not from his flagrant sin, but from his willingness, in humility and penitence, 
    to confess it and seek God's forgiveness.  David was inspired of God, uttered great   
    prophecies of the coming Messiah, wrote the marvelous book of Psalms, and gathered the 
    material for the construction of Solomon's temple. On the whole, he was an inspiring  
    example of faith. 
   f. Samuel; the noblemen of faith, born in response to prayer to the service of God from earliest 
    childhood, and one who lived a remarkably blameless life, almost his only sin being parental 
    indulgence of his godless sons 
   g. The prophets; an inclusion of all those inspired men through whom the word of the Lord  
    was delivered to men for the purpose of shedding light on the moral and religious problems 
    of their own times, as well as for the enlightenment of people regarding the coming of God's 
    Holy One, the Messiah. 
     Their endurance of hardship, suffering, privation, persecution, trials, and martyrdom, 
    they had in common with all the ancient worthies; but at one point their faith encountered a 
    unique test, in that they did not always themselves understand the meaning of the words the 
    Lord gave them to speak, although they exerted the greatest diligence to do so. 
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  3. Some victories were public and miraculous, such as deliverance from death; others were private 
   and rather ordinary, such as “out of weakness were made strong...” and “wrought righteousness.”  
   Some were delivered by faith; others did not escape, but were, by faith, given grace to bear  
   suffering. 
  4. Although the great heroes who achieved the remarkable things mentioned in this list are left  
   anonymous in this reference to them, a familiarity with the OT reveals the identity of many of  
   them. 
   a. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (Daniel 1-2) who through faith quenched the power of fire. 
    Their faith was so strong that although they confessed that God might not choose to deliver 
    them, they nevertheless refused to worship the king's image, knowing they would certainly 
    be thrown into the fiery furnace. 
   b. Of those who escaped the edge of the sword must be reckoned Elijah (1 Kings 19:2ff),  
    Elisha (2 Kings 6:31ff), and Jeremiah (Jeremiah 36:19,26) who escaped, in turn, the swords 
    of Jezebel, Jehoram, and Jehoiakim. Alas, some did not escape, as 11:37 indicates. 
  5. OT instances of women receiving back their dead in a resurrection are: 
   a. The widow of Sarepta (1Kgs. 17:17-24), whose son was raised by Elijah. 
   b. The Shunamite woman (2Kgs. 4:18-37), whose son was raised by Elisha. 
  6. The unbelieving world looked upon these believers as refuse, “cranks,” and “pests.”  God,  
   though, says of them, “Of whom the world was not worthy” (11:38).  Each of them received from 
   God that witness of faith (11:39). 
   (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the 

   ground. [39] And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was   

   promised, [40]  because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they should not 
   be made perfect. 

 
CONCLUSION. 
 A. Though faith enabled these people to receive promises (plural), they did not receive the promise  
  (Heb. 11:39); but now, in X, that promise has been fulfilled.  That “better thing” has been described in 
  Hebrews—the better priesthood, sacrifice, sanctuary, and covenant.  Truly, Christians today are heirs 
  of the promise (6:17-18) through faith in X, since all of our spiritual blessings are the results of the  
  promises God made to Abraham and David (see Rom. 11:13-29). 
 B. The last chapter in our series is next week: 
 
  James, Chapter 02 
   Faith In Action! 
  I. Do Not Show Partiality. 
  II. A Dead Faith. 
  III. A Demonic Faith. 
  IV. A Dynamic Faith. 
 
 


