
 

GREAT CHAPTERS OF THE BIBLE-02 
Exodus, Chapter 20 
 
I. INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Exodus 20:1-18. 
  Then God spoke all these words, saying, [2] “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 

  Egypt, out of the house of slavery. [3] “You shall have no other gods before Me. [4] “You shall not make for 

  yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the 

  earth. [5] “You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting 

  the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, [6] but 

  showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. [7] “You shall not 

  take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His  

  name in vain. [8] “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. [9] “Six days you shall labor and do all your 

  work, [10] but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the LORD your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or  

  your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with 

  you. [11] “For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested 

  on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. [12] “Honor your father 

  and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you. [13]  

  “You shall not murder. [14] “You shall not commit adultery. [15] “You shall not steal. [16] “You shall not 

  bear false witness against your neighbor. [17] “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 

  your neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs 

  to your neighbor.” [18] And all the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the 

  trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance. 

 B. A list of the chapters in this study: 
  1. Genesis 01.    8. Isaiah 40.    15. Romans 08. 
  2. Exodus 20.    9. Isaiah 53.    16. 1Cornithians 13. 
  3. Psalms 01.    10. Matthew 05.   17. 1Corinthians 15. 
  4. Psalms 23.    11. Matthew 06.   18. Ephesians 02. 
  5. Psalms 51.    12. Matthew 07.   19. Hebrews 11. 
  6. Psalms 119.    13. John 17.    20. James 02. 
  7. Proverbs 31.    14. Acts 02. 
 
II. BACKGROUND INFORMATION TO THE GIVING OF THE COVENANT. 
 A. It has been some 635 years since God promised Abraham that he would make a great nation of  
  Abraham’s descendants and bless that nation has His chosen people.  Now the time to fulfill God’s  
  promise has come, and God approaches the Israelites to covenant with them has His special people. 
 B. Naturally the Israelites are enthusiastic and excited, yet it soon becomes clear that they have not  
  anticipated the full impact of their part of the covenant.  In agreeing to the covenant, the people will be 
  pledging their faith and allegiance to an invisible king, their very Creator, and promising to obey the 
  many stringent laws which are part of the covenant. 
 C. The historically unprecedented occasion begins with God’s proposal of the covenant and the need for 
  all the people to purify themselves in anticipation of their formal acceptance. 
 D. These commandments were afterward engraved on both sides of two tables of stone, “written with the 
  finger of God.”  “The tables were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God” (Ex. 31:18; 
  32:15,16). 
  (Ex 31:18)  And when He had finished speaking with him upon Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the two tablets of 

  the testimony, tablets of stone, written by the finger of God. 

  (Ex 32:15-16)  Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain with the two tablets of the testimony in 

  his hand, tablets which were written on both sides; they were written on one side and the other. [16] And the 

  tablets were God’s work, and the writing was God’s writing engraved on the tablets. 

 E. Moses shattered the first pair of tablets, symbolizing Israel’s breaking of the covenant by the sin of the 
  golden calf (Ex. 32:19). 
  And it came about, as soon as Moses came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing; and Moses’ 

  anger burned, and he threw the tablets from his hands and shattered them at the foot of the mountain. 
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  The second pair were kept for centuries in the Ark.  Later, Moses republished the Ten    
  Commandments in a slightly modified version as recorded in Deut. 5:6-21.  It is thought by some that 
  these tablets were destroyed in the Captivity. 
 
III. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 
 A. The Mosaic covenant rested on these 10 commandments of God: 
  1. You shall have no other gods besides Me (20:3). 
  2. You shall not worship any graven image (20:4-6). 
  3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain (20:7). 
  4. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy (20:8-11). 
  5. Honor your father and mother (20:12).   
  6. You shall not murder (20:13). 
  7. You shall not commit adultery (20:14). 
  8. You shall not steal (20:15). 
  9. You shall not bear false witness (20:16). 
  10. You shall not covet anything that is thy neighbor’s (20:17). 
 B. All of the ordinances and other commandments found in the Law of Moses can be traced back to  
  these ten statements.  (See The Narrated Bible by F. LaGard Smith). 
 C. In Ex. 21-24 the following subject areas were given laws in the Mosaic code: 
  1. Slavery.        15. First-fruits and first born. 
  2. Death for murder, kidnapping,    16. False reports. 
    or cursing parents.     17. Mobs. 
  3. “Eye for eye” compensation.    18. Justice. 
  4. Stealing.        19. Consideration for animals. 
  5. Damage to crops.      20. Bribes. 
  6. Restitution.       21. Strangers. 
  7. Seduction.       22. Sabbath. 
  8. Sorcery.        23. Sabbatical years. 
  9. Cohabitation with an animal.    24. Passover. 
  10. Idolatry.        25. Feast of Harvest. 
  11. Kindness to widows and orphans.   26. Feast of Ingathering. 
  12. Lending.        27. A kid not to be boiled in mother’s milk. 
  13. Pledges.        28. No covenant with Canaanites. 
  14. Curse not a ruler.      29. Obedience to be rewarded. 
 D. The Ten Commandments (a.k.a., the Decalogue) were the basis of Hebrew law.  Four of the   
  commandments have to do with our attitude toward God; six, with our attitude toward our fellowman.  
  Jesus condensed them into two: “Thou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul and 
  strength and mind; and your neighbor as yourself” (see Mt. 22:39,40). 
  And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND  

  WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ [38] “This is the great and foremost   

  commandment. [39] “The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ [40] 

  “On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” 

 E. Reverence for God is the basis of the Ten Commandments.  Jesus indicated that He considered it the 
  elemental quality in man’s approach to God, and made it the first petition in the model prayer;   
  “hallowed be Thy name.”  It is surprising how many people today say they believe in the Ten   
  Commandments but regularly blaspheme the name of God by using it in light and trivial ways. 
 
IV. IT IS A COVENANT MORE THAN A LAW. 
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IV. IT IS A COVENANT MORE SO THAN A LAW. 
 A. An important thing to know (or remember) about this chapter is that it established more than just the 
  Law of Moses for the Israelites.  The giving of the Decalogue was the giving of the special covenant 
  relationship between God and Israel. 
 B. It is called a Suzerain-Vassal covenant. 
  1. Suzerainty is a situation in which a region or people is a tributary to a more powerful entity which 
   allows the tributary some limited domestic autonomy to control its foreign affairs.  The more  
   powerful entity in the suzerainty relationship, or the head of state of that more powerful entity, is 
   called a suzerain.  The term suzerainty was originally used to describe the relationship between 
   the Ottoman Empire and its surrounding regions.  It differs from sovereignty in that the tributary 
   has some (limited) self-rule. 
  2. A suzerain can also mean a feudal lord, to whom vassals must pay tribute. 
 C. Therefore, I like to call it an Overlord-Vassal relationship. 
  1. The overlord was a lord having authority over other all other lords, the ruler of all rulers; any one 
   with over arching power or absolute power. 
  2. The vassal is one who enters into mutual obligations with a monarch, usually of military   
   protection, in exchange for certain guarantees, often consisting of inheritable lands or revenue-
   producing property granted by a lord, to a vassal, in return for a form of allegiance. 
 D. The Jews were to have a very special relationship with God based on God’s great power, goodness, 
  and willingness to bless.  In return, Israel was to give obedience to God in all things. 
 
V. CONCLUSION. 
 A. Nine of the Ten Commandments are repeated in the NT. 
  1. “...no other gods...”    Ex. 20:3   Ac. 14:15. 
  2. “...no graven images...”   Ex. 20:4   1Jn. 5:21; 1Cor. 8:4. 
  3. “...Lord’s name not in vain...”  Ex. 20:7   Jas. 5:12; Mt. 12:36,37. 
  4. “...remember the Sabbath...”  Ex. 20:8   No verses found. 
  5. “Honor father and mother...”  Ex. 20:12   Eph. 6:1. 
  6. “...shall not kill.”    Ex. 20:13   1Pet. 4:15. 
  7. “...not commit adultery.”   Ex. 20:14   1Cor. 6:9. 
  8. “...do not steal.”    Ex. 20:15   Eph. 4:28. 
  9. “...not bear false witness.”  Ex. 20:16   Col. 3:9. 
  10. “...do not covet.”    Ex. 20:17   1Cor. 6:10. 
 B. Today, Xians are not bound under the law of Moses (Eph. 2:11-16; see Mt. 5:18,19; Col. 2:13-17;  
  Heb. 8:6-13). 
  Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-

  called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh by human hands-- [12] remember that you were at that 

  time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of  

  promise, having no hope and without God in the world. [13] But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were 

  far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. [14] For He Himself is our peace, who made both  

  groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, [15] by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, 

  which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make the two into one 

  new man, thus establishing peace, [16] and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, 

  by it having put to death the enmity. 

 C. We must obey JC and be part of His church and live under His covenant (Ac. 4:12; 2Cor. 3:6; see  
  Heb. 12:22-25). 
  (Ac 4:12)  “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given 

  among men, by which we must be saved.” 

  (2Cor 3:6)  who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for 

  the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

 


