
"HE IS RISEN" 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Matthew 28:1-8.  From Roy H. Enoch (02-05-1995). 
 B. Two contrasting statements brackets the gospel of X. 
  1. "...they crucified Him..." (Mt. 27:35). 
  2. "...He is risen, as He said..." (Mt. 28:6). 
  3. Paul says that this is the gospel: (1Cor. 15:1-4). 
  4. All three of these deeds were done by others. 
   a. The Jews crucified Him (Ac. 2:22-23). 
   b. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus buried Him (Jn. 19:38-42). 
   c. God raised Him from the dead (Ac. 2:24). 
  5. Paul says that this is the symbolism of Baptism (Rom. 6:3-4). 
   a. We were dead in sin. 
   b. We turned from the practice of sin in repentance. 
   c. "We were buried with Him through baptism" and raised from that watery grave to "walk in 
    newness of life." 
 C. The resurrection has the greatest attraction to man. 
  1. Life after death takes away the hopelessness of death. 
  2. Eternal bliss of heaven gives the Xian even greater hope. 
  3. See Phil. 3:8-11. 
  4. The resurrection is the ultimate basis of all Xian hope. 
 D. We want to study the resurrection from several viewpoints. 
  1. His resurrection was predicted. 
  2. The Jews took many precautions to prevent it. 
  3. The time of the resurrection is emphasized. 
  4. There were many efforts to disprove it. 
  5. There were many witnesses of Him resurrected. 
  6. His resurrection is the basis of our hope. 
  7. We have a divine monument of the resurrection. 
 
I. HIS RESURRECTION WAS PREDICTED. 
 A. David had predicted the resurrection of the X. 
  1. See Psa. 16:10. 
  2. On the day of Pentecost after the resurrection and ascension of the Lord, Peter applied this  
   psalm of David to the X (Ac. 2:25-32). 
 B. Jesus had predicted His own resurrection (Jn. 2:19; 12:32,33; Mt. 16:21). 
 
II. THE JEWS TOOK PRECAUTIONS TO PREVENT HIS RESURRECTION. 
 A. They remembered His prediction of rising again (Mt. 27:62-66). 
  Jesus had publicly predicted His resurrection. 
 B. The Jews made every precaution that they could to prevent the resurrection. 
  1. They knew where the tomb was. 
  2. They sealed the stone before the door. 
  3. The set a guard of four watches of four soldiers in each. 
 
III. THE TIME OF THE RESURRECTION IS EMPHASIZED. 
 A. The women came after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn on the first day of the week. 
  1. See Mt. 28:1-2. 
  2. It seems that He may have been resurrected before the women got there since He was already 
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   gone (Mt. 28:6). 
 B. The Church assembles on the first day of the week because that is when X arose. 
  1. Under the Law of Moses, the day began at six in the evening. 
  2. The Roman day began at midnight. 
  3. Some of the Jews probably continued to follow the law in this way. 
  4. Some Jewish Xians may have used this for a while. 
  5. The Gentiles did not go back to the law without falling from Grace (Gal. 5:4). 
 
IV. THERE WERE MANY EFFORTS TO DISPROVE THE RESURRECTION. 
 A. The guards may have witnessed the resurrection. 
  1. But they "shook for fear of him (the angel), and became like dead men" (Mt. 28:4). 
  2. The guards reported to the chief priests what had happened (Mt. 28:11). 
  3. The elders of Israel assembled and decided to bribe the soldiers to tell that the apostles stole  
   away the body (Mt. 28:12-13). 
  4. The testimony was self-contradictory. 
   a. If they were asleep, they could not know what happened. 
   b. The penalty for losing what they were guarding was death for the whole guard of 16 soldiers. 
   c. If it was the truth, they would not have to be bribed to give that report. 
 B. That is still the claim of Jews today as it was when Matthew wrote his gospel. 
  1. This is not only illogical, but it contradicts the hundreds of witnesses who saw Him after His  
   resurrection. 
  2. It is also contradicted by the self-sacrificing life of the apostles and other Xians (1Cor. 15:19). 
 
V. THERE WERE MANY WITNESSES OF THE RESURRECTION. 
 A. Paul lists many groups who saw him after the crucifixion. 
  1. See 1Cor. 15:5-8. 
  2. This was not a comprehensive list because it does not list the women or guards at the tomb. 
 B. The apostles and some of the others had the ability to work miracles to confirm their testimony. 
 
VI. HIS RESURRECTION IS THE BASIS OF OUR HOPE. 
 A. It fulfilled and confirmed the prophesy of the prophets as reliable. 
  1. They had given great detail in hundred of prophesies. 
  2. The Lord fulfilled all of them (Ac. 13:33). 
 B. His resurrection proved that He was the Son of God (Rom. 1:4). 
 C. His resurrection is our pledge that we will be raised (1Cor. 15:20). 
 D. It is the basis of our faith (1Cor. 15:13-19). 
 E. It gives us a living hope (1Pet. 1:3-4). 
 
VII. WE HAVE A DIVINE MONUMENT OF THE RESURRECTION. 
 A. We meet on the first day of the week for worship.  Acts 20:7 
  1. They observed the Lord's Supper. 
  2. They were commanded to give as they had been prospered (1Cor. 16:2). 
 B. The worship, and especially the Lord's Supper, was in memory of the Lord's death and suffering. 
 C. It was also to proclaim His death until He comes (1Cor. 11:25). 
 D. It also shows our faith in His coming again. 
 
CONCLUSION. 
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 A. The resurrection is one of the Jewels of the Gospel. 
 B. The evidence for it is overwhelming. 
 C. It gives our life meaning and in death, hope. 
 D. Do you have this hope? 
 
 
 


