
WE CAN BELIEVE THE BIBLE? (2) 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  2Timothy 3:14-17.  From Roy H. Enoch (09-11-1994). 
 B. This lesson focuses on the internal evidence to give us confident in the Bible. 
  1. There are many areas of evidence which support inspiration. 
  2. The specific area of fulfilled prophecy proves it to be from God. 
 
I. THERE ARE MANY AREAS OF EVIDENCE WHICH SUPPORT INSPIRATION. 
 A. The Greek word that is translated "inspiration" in the text literally means, "God breathed." 
 B. Baxter, I Believe Because. 
  1. People believe in different levels of "inspiration." 
   a. "Universal inspiration" is the idea that certain men are inspired because they are very  
    talented, like Shakespeare, Michaelangelo and Beethoven. 
    (This may be appropriately be called genius, it is not inspiration.) 
   b. "Partial inspiration" is the view that great principles of the Bible are inspired, but not historical 
    facts, rules and doctrines. 
    (This theory takes away the authority of God from the Scriptures.) 
   c. "Plenary or full inspiration" is the view that men wrote exactly what God wanted, although 
    they did use their own vocabulary and style. 
    (This is the only view that accepts the Bible as the word of God.) 
  2. Full inspiration is claimed by Bible writers and the description fits the writings 
   (2Pet. 1:20-21; 1Th. 2:13; 1Cor. 14:37). 
 C. B.B. Baxter discusses six major areas which support the full inspiration of the Scriptures. 
  1. The scriptures claim to be inspired: 
   Ordinary men from all walks of life who were usually uneducated, common, working men, wrote 
   the Bible.  They claimed, without apology or self-consciousness that they were giving God's word. 
  2. The influence of the Bible is an evidence that it is from God: 
   a. It is a universally accepted principle that "water cannot rise above its source."  Yet, wherever 
    the Bible has been accepted, civilization has been raised to a higher plane. 
   b. Could this influence for good have come from a source which was itself based on a lie and 
    false claims? 
  3. The unusual style of the Scriptures suggest inspiration: 
   a. The brevity of entire books, for example the book of Genesis. 
   b. The brevity of Bible incidents. 
   c. The omissions of the Scriptures. 
   d. The impartiality of the Scriptures. 
   e. The calmness of the Scriptures. 
  4. The unity of the Scriptures is evidence of inspiration. 
   a. Sixty-six books were written by about 40 men over a period of about 1600 years, in many 
    different countries and from different cultures, with amazing harmony. 
   b. There is no religious book with such harmony, unity and such a grand theme. 
  5. It is not a book of science, but the statements about nature and the universe are still sound and 
   do not reflect the beliefs of the age in which they were written (Job 26:7; Isa. 40:22). 
   a. Medical science still is unable to provide healthier guidelines for a primitive people living in 
    that region than the dietary and hygienic laws that God gave Israel though Moses. 
   b. The Bible has been shown to be the most accurate historical and geographic book of  
    ancient times. 
  6. The miracles described also show that it isn't a human book: 
   a. Bible miracles are completely different from the claims of other religions of that day or those 
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    claimed today. 
   b. They could not be denied even by enemies. 
   c. They could be seen by all. 
   d. They were on people whose conditions were well known. 
   e. Those who performed miracles by the power of God NEVER accepted gifts for them. 
 
II. FULFILLED PROPHECY PROVES THE BIBLE TO BE INSPIRED. 
 A. The word "prophecy" has two basic meanings. 
  1. The most general meaning is "forth-telling" which refers to inspired revelation. 
  2. The more restrictive meaning is "fore-telling." 
 B. Baxter gives C.P. M'Ilvaine's definition of prophecy as prediction to distinguish it from scientific  
  prediction: 
   Prophecy is "a declaration of future events such as no human wisdom or forecast is  
   sufficient to make;  depending on a knowledge of human affairs, which belongs  
   exclusively to the omniscience of God; so that, from its very nature, prophecy must  
   be divine revelation." 
 C. Through out the OT predictions were made by God's prophets. 
  (Examples from D.R. Dungan, HERMENEUTICS, pp. 383-400) 
  1. In Gen. 6:9-22, God predicted the flood and instructed Noah to build an ark. 
  2. In Gen. 15:1-14, it was predicted that the seed of Abraham would be bond-people for 400 years 
   and delivered to inherit the land where he was living. 
  3. In Gen. 37:5-8 Joseph dreamed that his father, mother and brothers would bow down to him and 
   later interpreted Pharaoh's dreams that predicted a famine. 
  4. In Jer. 25:1-11, Jeremiah predicted that Babylon would take Judah captive for 70 years, and then 
   God would punish the Babylonians with destruction (v12). 
  5. Isaiah prophesied that Cyrus would allow Judah to return and build Jerusalem 200 years before 
   the event and about 130 years before Jerusalem was destroyed (Isa. 44:28).  He named the king 
   by name over a hundred years before he was born: 
   a. Cyrus was the powerful king of Persia. sometimes called Cyrus the Great, and reigned from 
    559-530BC. 
   b. Cyrus is treated with great respect in the Bible where he is called God's "shepherd" and His 
    "anointed" (Isa. 44:28; 45:1; 2Chr. 36:22-23). 
  6. Ezekiel predicted the destruction of Tyre, which was actually two cities: the main city on the coast 
   and an island just off shore (Ezek. 26:7; 26:12): 
   a. Nebuchadnezzar besieged the coastal city for 13 years and finally took it and destroyed it 
    (585-572BC).  But since he had no navy, he could not take the island. 
   b. But in 332 BC Alexander the Great besieged the island for 7 months and finally took it when 
    he built a causeway by driving cedars of Lebanon into the sea as pilings and filling them  
    with debris from the coastal city and completely fulfilled Ezekiel's prophecy. 
  7. The OT prophecies concerning X are best known: 
   a. Many scholars have given long lists of prophecies and their fulfillments. 
   b. D.R. Dungan, HERMENEUTICS, pp. 395-399 gives a list of 60 specific prophecies   
    concerning X and their fulfillment. 
   c. Specific minute details are given concerning his ancestors, place of birth, miracles, kind of 
    death, that He would not stay in the grave to see corruption, and His ascension on high. 
 
CONCLUSION. 
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 A. We can believe the Bible because of external evidence such as secular historians, and enemies who 
  corroborate the message. 
 B. We can believe the Bible because of internal evidence. 
  1. Many areas of evidence show that the Bible is inspired. 
  2. Fulfilled prophecies prove inspiration. 
 C. Other areas could also be used to prove the dependability of the Scriptures, like the practical success 
  in the lives of men, the confirmation by many branches of study of human behavior and history. 
 D. See 2Tim. 3:16-17. 
 
 
 


