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Why Bother? 
 
“Why bother?” Those are words of despair and hopelessness.  They come from an attitude of discouragement 
and defeat.  They signify resignation to a certain outcome that cannot be changed. 
 
The danger of this attitude is that it is highly contagious.  When God’s people stood on the brink of the Promise 
Land this attitude was spread by a few men who were discouraged and hopeless at their prospect of defeating 
the inhabitants of the land.  Soon the whole congregation of God’s people were weeping and basically saying, 
“Why bother?”  The attitude of a few had convinced the many that the situation was hopeless. 
 
How often do we see this happen in the Lord’s church today?  The attitude of discouragement can impact the 
whole church from accomplishing God’s will.  How easy it is to get discouraged when negativity and 
hopelessness surround us.  When we become convinced that the outcome has already been decided we adopt 
the attitude of “Why bother?” 
 
Jesus offers the antidote to this contagious disease in Mk. 5:36 when He says, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”  
Jesus is talking to Jairus, but He is also speaking to us.  His point is that we shouldn’t fall victim to despair and 
hopelessness, but rather have the courage to face ours struggles with faith because we trust in the power of 
God to overcome or accomplish what seems hopeless and impossible.  Rather than develop the negative 
attitude of “Why bother?” we need to begin thinking positively with hope realizing that “all things are possible 
with God” (Mk. 10:27).  Jairus took this approach and his daughter was brought back to life.  Jesus said, 
“Everything is possible for him who believes” (Mk. 9:23).  I know that some of you already have this attitude and 
trust in God’s power to work in you, and I praise God for that, but we need to let that spirit become contagious 
and spread. 
 
Remember Eph. 3:20-21. 
 
(Article adapted from Dennis Floyd.)  
 
See you Sunday!  -gls 
 
 


