
THE TEN(DER) COMMANDMENTS              Lesson 05 
A COMMAND WITH A PROMISE  
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Ephesians 6:1-3. 
 B. Brief review of previous lessons: 
  1. Have no other gods before me. 
  2. Make no graven images. 
  3. Do not take the Lord’s name in vain. 
  4. Remember the Sabbath. 
 C. The 5th commandment, “Honor your father and mother” (Ex. 20:12). 
  “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God 

  gives you.” 

 
I. TROUBLE AT HOME. 
 A. The home front is crumbling.  Curtis Jones has said, “There is a crisis in American as crucial as civil 
  rights, dangerous as bureaucracy, insidious as communism, unpredictable as politics, and   
  uncontrollable as inflation.  It is the erosion of the home.” 
 B. Character comes from a commitment on the inside to honor God and to live honorably with those he’s 
  placed around us.  The family is the setting God has designed for children to learn the core values of 
  life that develop character.  Home is the training ground for learning God’s values, and the starting  
  point is learning to honor Mom and Dad. 
 C. Jesus was obedient to His parents (Lk. 2:51). 
  And He went down with them, and came to Nazareth; and He continued in subjection to them; and His 

  mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

 D. It is by God’s design that parents are placed over children.  One of the terrible sins of a society that 
  has forgotten God is when children do not honor and obey their parents 
  (Rom. 1:30; 2Tim. 3:2). 
  (Rom 1:30)  ...slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,... 

  (2Tim 3:2)  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to 

  parents, ungrateful, unholy,... 

 E. In Deut. 21, the Bible makes it clear that people regarded disrespectful and rebellious children as a 
  problem for the whole society--a problem that society must address. 
 F. Serious business. 
  If a child does not learn respect at home; 
  1. He/she will not respect his teacher at school. 
  2. He/she will not respect his building principal. 
  3. He/she will not respect the civil law or a police officer. 
  4. He she will not respect the word of God. 
  5. He/she will not respect God. 
 G. Barbara Bush said, “Success does not depend on what happens at the White House, but what  
  happens at your house.” 
 
II. A COMMAND WITH A PROMISE. 
 A. Just as the 5th commandment would appear at the fold of the piece of paper, so it also appears at the 
  fold of our lives.  In many ways, our destiny hinges on how we respond to this command.  It affects our 
  futures, it affects how we process the past, and it affects our right now--what God can and will do in 
  our lives today. 
 B. This command is the only one of the Ten with a promise attached (Ex. 20:12).  This command and its 
  promise is repeated in the NT (Eph. 6:2,3). 
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  (Ex 20:12)  “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the 

  LORD your God gives you.” 

  (Eph 6:2,3)  HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), 

  [3] THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH. 

 C. Why should we honor father and mother?  So that we might live! 
 D. If you are careful to do this, I will honor your life, I will bless your life, and I will extend your life.  You 
  can hear God saying, “Because I love you, however, I must also warn you:  if you violate this   
  command, it will affect the whole fabric of your life.” 
 E. And it makes no difference as to whether you had good parents, or bad ones.  The commandment  
  applies to all of us.  It applies to those who have good, godly, loving parents, and to those who don’t.  
  The Lord didn’t list exceptions, exemptions, or special considerations. 
 
III. PRACTICING HONOR. 
 A. Five things you can do to honor your parents. 
 B. First, respect their role. 
  1. The Hebrew word for ‘honor’ carries the thought of “weightiness.”  In other words, the Hebrews 
   felt that to honor people is to respect them as people who carry a great deal of weight (influence) 
   in your life.  In a child’s case, it means to respect a parent’s God-ordained function and the  
   authority that accompanies it (Psa. 78:5-7). 
   For He established a testimony in Jacob, And appointed a law in Israel, Which He commanded our 

   fathers, That they should teach them to their children, [6] That the generation to come might know, 

   even the children yet to be born, That they may arise and tell them to their children, [7] That they 

   should put their confidence in God, And not forget the works of God, But keep His commandments,... 

  2. A parent’s honor is based on his office as a spokesman for God, the teller of God’s story and the 
   teacher of God’s law.  The parent’s role should be to initiate faith in the home, and that role  
   should be respected. 
 C. Second, value their advice. 
  1. See Prov. 13:1. 
   A wise son accepts his father's discipline, But a scoffer does not listen to rebuke. 

  2. God is very clear and complete on His plans for children.  See Col. 3:20; Eph. 6:1.  To disrespect 
   and disobey the authority of your parents is to disobey and disrespect the authority of God! 
   (Col 3:20)  Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. 

   (Eph 6:1)  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

  3. As people of character, we are called to give honor to our parents by trusting their wisdom and 
   their experience--by valuing their advice. 
 D. Third, meet their needs. 
  1. See Prov. 19:26. 
   He who assaults his father and drives his mother away Is a shameful and disgraceful son. 

  2. Paul told Timothy to tell those in his congregation at Ephesus concerning the care of parents by 
   their children (1Tim. 5:4).  This does not mean it is wrong to participate in social programs  
   provided by the government, but it does mean that God always intended for the family to be the 
   chief agency by which the needs of individuals are met. 
   ...but if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to practice piety in regard to their 

   own family, and to make some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the sight of God. 

  3. Jesus provided for His own mother at His death (Jn. 19:26,27). 
   When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said^ to His 

   mother, "Woman, behold, your son!" [27] Then He said^ to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And  

   from that hour the disciple took her into his own household. 

  4. One of the terrible things happening in the world is the tendency of society to call non-productive 
   people insignificant.  God, says we are not measure the worth of a human being by how much he 
   or she can produce.  When our parents need our help, we honor God by meeting their needs. 
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 E. Fourth, affirm their efforts. 
  1. We should make our parents feel treasured. 
  2. Parents are not perfect.  And our honoring of them is not to be proportional to how we approve of 
   their efforts.  God is saying that we should make our parents feel treasured because of what they 
   tried or are trying to do (Prov. 23:22). 
   Listen to your father who begot you, And do not despise your mother when she is old. 

 F. Fifth, forgive their failings. 
  1. None of us had perfect parents.  There are times that you can remember, as a child, when you 
   were hurt, or abused, or neglected because of the selfishness of your parents. 
  2. Some of you have grown up in homes where terrible and horrible sins were committed against 
   you by the very people to whom God entrusted your safekeeping.  God is NOT saying here, “Just 
   get over it.  Ignore the sin, and deny it ever happened.” 
  3. In coping with these situations let me make two suggestions: 
   a. First, remember that: 
    Jesus knew what it meant to be ill-treated, abused, and falsely accused. 
    He knew what it meant to have loving words thrown right back in His face. 
    He knew how it felt to be abandoned by someone close to Him. 
    He knew what it was to be so misunderstood by His own family. 
    Yet, He forgave. 
    See Isa. 53:3,5-9; 1Pet. 2:21-24. 
   b. Second, when it comes to true forgiveness:  the innocent party almost always pays.  The  
    one who forgives, the one who has been offended, is usually the one who must pay a price.  
    But it is a price worth paying.  It pays to forgive.  It becomes to the one offended light out of 
    darkness, life out of death.  See Lk. 23:34; Mk. 11:25; Col. 3:12,13. 
    (Lk 23:34)  But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 

    doing." And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 

    (Mk 11:25)  "And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so 

    that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your transgressions. 

    (Col 3:12,13)  And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 

    compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; [13] bearing with one another, and 

    forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also 

    should you. 

  4. Forgiveness is powerful!  It will change lives... and it will change yours. 
 
IV. A WORD TO PARENTS. 
 A. A challenge, really--to us as people who want to be people of character:  Be honorable. 
 B. We are to be teachers of what is right and true about life to our children. 
 C. If we take our role as God’s authority in the home seriously, we have reason to hope that when our  
  children leave home they, too, will choose to be people of character--to act justly and to love mercy, 
  and to walk humbly with their God. 
 D. Parents, be honorable by accepting God’s ordained role for you as teacher and guide to your children.  
  Model for your children: 
  1. God’s uncompromised values. 
  2. His unquestioned integrity. 
  3. His unconditional love. 
 
CONCLUSION & INVITATION. 
 A. A command with a promise--that is the fifth commandment. 
 B. Someday those children won’t be in your home, and someday those parents will be gone as well.  Life 
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  is too short and the price is too high to put off the honoring for another day.  Value your family and  
  make them a priority. 
 C. If you are ready to have a long and productive life.  Then honor your father and mother. 
  Honor your spiritual Father by obeying His Son. 
 D. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 


