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NO OTHER GODS (Lesson 01) 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 A. Scripture text:  Proverbs 3:5-10. 
 B. Last Sunday night I spoke about the Ten Commandments and called them The Ten(der)    
  Commandments.  Except for the 4th commandment concerning the Sabbath the other nine are found 
  in the NT. 
 C. These nine commandments are principles of righteousness. 
 D. This morning, the first commandment (Ex. 20:1-3). 
  Then God spoke all these words, saying, [2] "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 

  Egypt, out of the house of slavery. [3] "You shall have no other gods before Me. 

 
I. THE GREATEST CHALLENGE. 
 A. The greatest challenge in all of life is to keep God first (and foremost). 
 B. The greatest challenge I face every day of my life probably the very one that you face every day...  
  maintaining a close, personal, growing relationship with JC.  It is keeping Him first. 
 C. Our # 1 task as believers is to make sure that nothing--no “god,” person, object, task, duty, or   
  pleasure--comes before Him in our priorities, in our plans, and in our affection (Rev. 2:4; Prov. 3:5,6). 
  (Rev 2:4)  'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 

  (Prov 3:5,6)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And do not lean on your own understanding. [6] In all 

  your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your paths straight. 

 D. The word acknowledge doesn’t mean just to know Him by studying about Him, but rather through a 
  personal relationship with Him.  But notice that this statement is conditional.  It tells us very specifically 
  that we must not lean on or trust in our own understanding.  Why?  Because that understanding is so 
  inadequate, limited, and flawed by sin.  Here we are on a broken planet, a world under God’s curse.  
  We are in a dangerous place full of traps and pits and bottomless swamps... and our compass is  
  broken!  We cannot rely on our won wisdom or sense of direction.  The Bible says, “There is a way  
  which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Prov. 14:12). 
 
II. NO OTHER GODS. 
 A. Why in the world does He make such a point of having no other gods before Him?  What does this first 
  command have to do with life in today’s world? 
 B. The reason is very simple:  Jehovah wants to be your God. 
 C. God has been so good!  He has loved us and reached out to us and delivered us even when we were 
  unlovely.  He has made such a commitment to us in His love.  And now He is saying, “Would it be  
  asking too much--knowing that I love you with a sacrificial, serving love--would you consider making 
  Me the most important thing in your life?  Would you consider Me as first in your life, just as you are 
  first in Mine?” 
 D. God is saying, “Please don’t invest your life in those fleeting, temporary distractions that surround you.  
  Don’t turn to the world for satisfaction, fulfillment, and quick-fix remedies for a wounded heart.  Those 
  things aren’t going to bring blessings and prosperity to your life.” 
 E. What happens when I put God first in my life: 
  1. It changes destructive worry and anxiety patterns in my mind (Psa. 56:3; 1Pet. 5:7). 
   (Psa 56:3)  When I am afraid, I will put my trust in Thee. 

   (1Pet 5:7)  ...casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you. 

   It is what you DON’T surrender that ends up eating you alive, because you carry it and feel so  
   responsible to somehow bring it all to a good conclusion. 
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  2. It will make an impact on the people around me. 
   You cannot put God first in your life and avoid notice.  People can’t help but sense something  
   different about you, because of the way you operate under stress and pressure and the way you 
   view material things.  The world will wonder how and why you respond the way you do   
   (1Pet. 3:15). 
   ...but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks 

   you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 

 F. Set apart X and Lord in your heart.  That’s another way of saying, Keep Him first.  And really, when 
  you stop to think about it, why should we NOT want to put Him first. 
 
III. ONE THRONE. 
 A. A god is whatever has first place in your life.  In every person’s heart, there is a throne; and on every 
  throne, there is a god (ruler).  God wants to sit on that throne! 
 B. In fact, without this fundamental declaration of His sovereign right to be the only one on the throne, all 
  the rest of the instructions make no difference.  Until we commit ourselves to the first principle, it  
  doesn’t matter to us what God says about stealing, adultery, or lying because we haven’t    
  acknowledged His right to legislate those areas of our lives. 
 C. Think about it: 
  1. A “god” is anything (or anyone) in which we put our trust and focus.  It is anything that we look to 
   as our ultimate source of strength. 
  2. But the 4th commandment is to “remember the Sabbath.”   
    The idea behind it is, “Don’t let work by your god. 
    Don’t try to build your life on the foundation of your career.” 
  3. The 6th commandment says, “Do not murder.” 
    The idea behind it is, “Don’t let hatred by your god.” 
    You can’t build a life of character when hatred is on the throne. 
  4. The 7th commandment says, “Do not commit adultery.” 
    The idea behind it is, “Don’t let sex become your god. 
    You can’t build a life of character on a foundation like that.” 
  5. The 8th commandment says, “Do not steal.” 
    And the 9th commandment says, “Don’t covet.” 
    The idea behind both of these is, “Don’t let things be your god.” 
 D. You can’t build a life that lasts on things that don’t. 
 
IV. ONE GOD, THE “I AM.” 
 A. God’s instruction to the Israelites to have “no other gods before me” was truly revolutionary in that time 
  (and still is today).  The Israelites are not to rank their gods and worship Jehovah and the dominant 
  one, but as the only one! 
 B. When Moses told God that the people would want to know the name of the One who had sent him,  
  God told Moses to tell the people that His names is “I AM.” 
 C. Not only is there but one God, He is unchanging (Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8). 
  (Mal 3:6)  "For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed.” 

  (Heb 13:8)  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever. 

 D. Someone will say, “I know God said a long time ago not to commit adultery, but these are different  
  times.  Times have changed.”  Yes, times have changed, but God has not.  He is who He is.  He’s  
  always been who He is, and He will always be who He is. 
  1. Stealing will always be wrong... because God is still the great I AM. 
  2. Lying will always be wrong... because God is still the great I AM. 
  3. Harming your neighbor will always be wrong... because God is still the great I AM. 
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 E. So the $20,000 question is this:  “How do I put God on the throne of my life?” 
  Answer:  begin by identifying what’s in second place. 
 F. Five things you can do (to keep God in first place in your life): 
  1. Focus.  What do you think about the most--that is your focus. 
  2. Love.  What you love the most is where your heart will be--what do you love? 
  3. Contact.  Relationships can make us weak or strong--which will it be? 
  4. Think.  Prayer puts the emphasis on God--do you worry or have fears? 
  5. Purpose.  Schedule your life--do we plan God into or out of our day? 
 
CONCLUSION & INVITATION. 
 A. The greatest challenge in all of life is to keep God first. 
 B. We must strive each day to put God first in our life. 
 C. There can be only one throne occupant.  Is it God? 
 D. God’s unchanging nature allows Him to be call the “I AM.” 
 E. Will you put God first in your life, by obeying His Son? 
 F. Plan of salvation for non-Xians; erring Xians. 
 
 
 


